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Short Stories (Oxford Book of English Short Stories)

“The Troll” (345), T.H. White

Summary of Story:

An amateur fisherman arrives late at a Lapland hotel and falls into an uneasy sleep. He wakes up to find a giant troll in the adjoining room devouring a woman. Next day he learns that a professor and his wife are staying in the room next to him, and that the wife disappeared during the night. The professor is really a troll, but nobody else can see that. This is a very effective story which lets us feel the helpless terror of the fisherman who is threatened by a troll only he can see. 

Significance:

This is another frame tale. There is a hint what the story is about. From the 1st paragraph we can see that the story seems to be about mundane things. Also the story has to do with how we can incorporate supernatural thoughts into everyday experiences. It should be noted that the entire story is in quotes. 

He stops in the middle of the story to tell the readers how he is going to tell the story. It becomes a story about how a story teller can make us believe something like this. 
“You don’t have to believe in wardrobes. They are there, with corners”(then he goes onto describe it). They are tangible so you don’t need to believe in them. In a traditional supernatural story it would be misty but in our story the troll was there, so we aren’t held back from any information. 
We then have this very clear description of the Troll. Now the story seems to be about getting an audience to believe something. Meta-textuality. 
“Nuns at Luncheon” (250), Aldous Huxley

Summary of Story:

Miss Penny is out for lunch with our narrator and is telling the story about “her nun”. After she reveals the details of why her nun “is dead” they go on to brainstorm what actually could have happened. This is a story about story telling again.
Significance:

This is a frame tale once again. Even from the first line we have these metatextual moments. Like the narrator comments on the simile he makes. Once again this is a story about story telling. 
Ms. Penny takes pride in the fact that she asked about her doings. For Ms Penny it is the story that is important- all that her life has come down to is stories, and her point and purpose in life is to tell people stories.
If its not worth telling as a story then its not important.

Ms. Penny decides to tell our narrator the story about the nun. She tells the narrator how she got sick and had to go to this hospital and she was fascinated by this nun. Ms Penny is very fascinated by the change that occurs when you become a nun and she thinks it is very difficult. 
255-She interrupts her story to talk about the story. She’s a journalist- she does not write rather she only replays truth. Fiction is a bother to her. But notice how well she imagines this fictional scene about Melpomene. 
She then asks the narrator how you would do this fictional story.

256-What’s fascinating here is that they are playing with the story. It is like a game to them. How are you going to deal with the sex? No problem with recreating Melpomene’s life. This is immoral! But a story is only good if its beautiful. 
259- Penny eventually questions whether they should play this game or not.

262-They don’t know the exact facts but they can make believe it. She becomes fascinated by what happened in the hay that night. The story ends in a very grotesque fashion. Sister Agatha is seduced- he sleeps with her and leaves her in the morning and he takes her false teeth. They are fascinated by this story. She leaves and tells our narrator to not forget to continue the story. They are manipulating Melpomene’s story. 
Is it right to see her story in an aesthetic way? They arte vamperiacally sucking her dry for her own literary pretensions. 

“A White Knight” (139), Charlotte Mew

Summary of Story:

This is a story about a couple (Ella & King) on their honeymoon and they decided that they want to see the REAL SPAIN versus the Spain that is a show in Madrid. They decide to go to one of the rural villages (Andalusia) with Ella’s brother as a tour guide. In the village they witness a ritual live burial. 
Significance:

This is a story about communicating the experience of actually being there but the experience is better. In this case the telling of the story ruins it, which is the opposite of nuns at luncheon. 
139- Honeymoon in Madrid. Want to go see the real culture of Spain. The real and not the reproduced. They encounter this live burial ceremony. It’s a savage ritual but she seems to be doing it willingly. We see their reaction to this on page 148

148-This is the moment the couple realizes that the girl is alive and she has a smile on her face. She is detached from her soul. So as a result she won’t feel any pain because she is detached from herself. 
151-He is completely fascinated with it even though it is bad. He is an audience member and he feels like he is on the outside. He is so absorbed in the story.
He was absorbed in the beauty of the scene. If you are a passive audience to something immoral you are supporting it. As the narrator witnesses the live burial he is absorbed by it. No control over the situation (the audience member and the reader of the text.) 
-you cant have the distance with art- you need to be in it. 

The story is now about him becoming so absorbed in the ritual that he forgets his morality. Before it was picturesque but when he wakes up from this trance this scene is unpicturesque. 

153- After the couple comes back from their honeymoon they discuss it. 


The narrator tries to justify his not taking action by saying that reality is just an illusion.  He is still fascinated and affected by this “rather splendid time”. The girl being buried is just like him.
Cameron cant get over the beauty but our unnamed narrator is very precise. 

“The Reverent Wooing of Archibald” (188), P.G. Wodehouse

Summary of Story:

We have this bar scene, and everybody is being named by their drinks. Our main character Archibald is stupid and this is a story about him trying to get with a girl. 
Significance:

This is another frame tale
188- Gin and ginger ale. Archibald is stupid
189- he was exceptionally stupid and Aurelia was sophisticated.

190- his reaction to love at first sight was golly

191- Archibald is told that Auriela’s aunt thinks Bacon wrote Shakespeare and since Archibald has never heard of him he thinks it was decent of Bacon to do that. Then he makes a joke with the debt.
 Something he has to offer is SOCKS!>?!>!>!

192- His one talent- imitating a hen laying an egg. Archibald is convinced that this will not be enough to impress her. She heard rumors that he can do this and he lies to her. She does tell him to call though. He eventually goes to her house and he prepares. The aunt sort of likes him. 
195- Archibald pretends that he knows Shakespeare and he doesn’t recognize the quote and he thinks she is asking a question (and that it is a riddle0)
he sleeps in a room next to Aurelia’s and he wakes up because he hears a snoring in the room. He thinks it is from Aurelia it its actually from the dog. He over hears Aurelia talking to a friend about him. 

199- Aurelia’s friend asks how does she like Archibald. 

200- She wants his hen imitation. Aurelia also hates how men look at her reverently because she wants someone on her level. Women don’t want to be put on pedestals- TRUE EQUALITY! The ideal is to be able to talk to me as anyone else Story is about the MODERN WOMEN. She wants to be treated in a chummy way. She does not want to be looked at differently. 
She wants to be treated just like another one of the guys. This is what is romantic for her.

Hearing this Archibald realizes that he doesn’t need to put on a show for her. 

201- The Epic terms in which the hen laying an egg is expressed. The imitation is being compared to actors reading Shakespeare. This is his most intelligent thing- such monumental words to describe a hen laying an egg.
202- Archibald meets Aurelia on her own level and says to her what she wants to hear and they live happily ever after because he is on her level.

“Telephone” (396), John Fuller

Summary of Story:

The narrator is staying at his friends house and he has this dilemma of what to do- should he pick up the telephone or not? This story reads into literature because it shows us how we can make it what we want.

Significance:
The guy wants to know what his obligation is – he has taken the make yourself at home too seriously. He begins to imagine what the caller might be thinking?- the caller doesn’t know Dickie too well. 

Metaphor- Takes the phone and reads into it-  we read too much into things. Metatextuality

The more Elaborate Message:

Could the person on the other side be as interesting as his imagination? No the imagination is better. To pick up the phone would ruing the ART=- ESCAPE ROM REALITY.

The message of this story is that fiction is better then reality. This is like Nuns @ Luncheon. He ultimately convinces himself that what he imagines is better.
“My Story” (398), John Fuller

Summary of Story
This story is a list of things this person has done in their life span of many centuries.

Significance:

 He is getting old has and he wants to list the things he ahs done. 

This story is abstract and very philosophical. Reality is there and it is very simple. Story of the body striving to live and the instinctual desire to perpetuate. If this is everybody’s life story then it is not that interesting. You need to complicate it. Y our life story is a collection of events. Your ideas.  Fundamentally you are a creature striving to survive. You must complicate and embellish your life story.  
“My Flannel Knickers” (369), Leanora Carrington
Summary of Story:
Story about this girl on a traffic island. Not sure how to take this. 

Significance:

This is a post-modernism and surrealism story. It is difficult to figure out how to take the story. 

Normally when you take something as a metaphor that is only temporary but in this case you never know the reality so it’s always a metaphor. There is only a metaphor and never the reality. 

She won’t change even thought everyone progresses in the story.
369- She feels like she is living this public and exposed life. She lives on a traffic island. Yet she is isolated and she has no control over it. The reality is unimportant.

She used to fit in and now she is an outcast

370- she falsely restores her life.
