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INTERNAL EXPANSIONISM

· Young American expansionists saw a clear link between acquisition of new territory and other forms of material growth and development.

· In 1844, Samuel F. B. Morse perfected the telegraph.

· Also, the railroad was becoming increasingly important in transporting people and goods.

· After gold was discovered in newly acquired California in 1848, many people moved west.  The gold found spurred the economy, and was the cause of telegraph lines, and railroads to the west coast.

· Despite their best efforts, the cries of Young Americans calling for "Manifest Destiny" died down after the Mexican War.  All energy now went to internal development.

· The nation stopped growing in size, but advanced greatly technologically (see the chart on page 362).

The Triumph of the Railroad

· The railroad transformed America.

· The technology for it came from England, but in 1830-1831 two companies began commercial operation with it in the U.S.-the Charleston and Hamburg in South Carolina and the Baltimore and Ohio in Maryland.  Soon, many more railroads got started.

· Canals, however, proved to be strong competitors.  By 1840, there was 2,818 miles of track in the U.S., as much as there were canals, but the canals still got most of the business.  Speed was all trains had to offer, while canals offered cheap prices.  Also, states like NY and PA had invested in canals, and did not want to compete with them.  Also, the places where railroads were located weren't ideal for business.

· The miles of track soon reached 9,000+ miles by 1850, and about 30,000 by 1860.  By 1860, all states east of the Mississippi had railroads, and technically, a person could go from New York to Chicago by way of Memphis.  Soon, even NY and PA succumbed to building railroads.

· The new railroad industry spurned a need for iron and the creation of a U.S. iron industry.

· Most businesses at the time were family owned, therefore, they needed money, and they would get it either by flat out loaning money, or by the following three options:

Type
Chance for L/G
Guaranteed?
"dibs" when bankrupt

Bond
No chance for loss or gain
Guaranteed
First

Preferred Stock
Small Chance
Somewhat guaranteed
Second

Common Stock
Chance
Not guaranteed
Third

· Of the three, common stock is most like being an owner (with voting rights), while a bond is most like being a lender---while preferred stock is in-between.

· Since the government decided that railroads were so important, large land grants were made.  This set the precedent for the massive land grants of the post-Civil War era.

The Industrial Revolution Takes Off

· Not only in transportation, but now in all other fields industry was being improved, such as in the wool manufacturing process.  Also, those producing coal, iron, firearms, clocks, and sewing machines.

· The essential features that caused this were the gathering of supervised work force in a single place, the payment of cash wages to workers, the use of interchangeable parts, and manufacture by "continuous process."

· Elias Howe's invention of the sewing machine revolutionized the idea of ready to wear clothes.  Charles Goodyear figured out how to vulcanize rubber, creating the overshoe.

· Most notably, were the new tools, and the new processes for making tools.

· John Deere's steel plow, invented in 1837 and mass produced by the 1850s, enabled midwestern farmers to cultivate the tough prairie soils that had resisted cast-iron implements.

· The mechanical reaper, patented by Cyrus McCormick in 1834, offered an enormous saving in the labor required for harvesting grain; by 1851, he was producing more than a thousand a year.

· Other new farm inventions included seed drills, cultivators, and threshing machines.

Mass Immigration Begins

· The main reason for the Industrial Revolution was that new devices were needed because cheap labor was hard to get.  Since it was hard to attract real workers, women and children were used a lot.  These work opportunities now available due to the new machinery and building crews for the railroads, attracted many immigrants.

Year
Thousands of Immigrants

1820
8,385

1830
23,322

1840
84,066

1850
369,980

1860
153,640

· Now immigrants were coming from all over, not just Britain and Germany.

· The arrival of all these immigrants exacerbated the already serious problems of America's rapidly growing cities.  Now, with railroads and horsedrawn streetcars, the rich could move to the suburbs.  Thus, the cities became slums.

The New Working Class

· A majority of immigrants ended up as wage workers in factories, mines, and construction camps, or as casual day laborers doing the many unskilled tasks required for urban and commercial growth.

· Now, gradually, foreigners began to replace the native-born workers.

· In 1836, only 3.7 percent of the workers in one Lowell mill were foreign born; most members of the labor force at that time were young unmarried women from New England farms.  By 1860, immigrants constituted 61.7 percent of the work force.  An increase was discovered in men who worked machines, because Irish men were willing to do work thought of by native-born men as women's work.

· Now, with the abundance of employees available, employer's conditions weren't as nice.  Long days, and instead of the former paternalism that evoked a spirit of cooperation in the workers had been replaced by a cost-conscious form of management.

· During the depression that followed, employers attempted to reduce expenses and increase productivity by cutting wages, increasing the speed of machinery, and giving each worker more machinery to operate.

· The result was a new concept of labor militancy involving both male and female workers.  Ergo, unions were organized protesting the long workdays.  Some laws were passed, but little was done.

· Employers were able to put in clauses of contracts of future employees that said they wouldn't protest the long hours, etc.  Also, foreign workers, for example from Ireland who had just experienced the potato famine, were less likely to complain about bad working conditions.

· However, even so, the reforms of industrialism weren't so effective.  Tardiness, absenteeism, drunkenness, and loafing on the job were all common.

· By 1860, the industrial expansion created a working class of people destined for a life of low-paid wage labor.

Both internal and external expansion came at heavy costs.  Tensions built up in class and ethnic rivalries.  Still, the dreams of the Young Americans had not been completely fulfilled, and will never be, because soon comes the Civil War.

