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· Many people began to call their lives in the 1840s and 1850s that of "Young America."  The first to do so was Ralph Waldo Emerson.

· More than a slogan, and less than a movement, it stood for a positive attitude toward the market economy and industrial growth, a more aggressive and belligerent foreign policy, and a celebration of America's unique strengths and virtues.

· These "Young Americans" thrived on expansion and constant technological advancements.

· In 1845, a relatively young James K. Polk, running on a platform of expansionism, got elected president.  Polk said that he will "dare to take antiquity by the beard, and tear the cloak from hoary-headed hypocrisy."

· New music and literature came out at the time, expressing such feelings.  One organization, the Literary World, founded in 1847, sprouted Walt Whitman and Herman Melville.

MOVEMENT TO THE FAR WEST

· Many were attracted to the benefits of the west, and there was a vast migration.

Borderlands of the 1830s

· Expansionists directed their ambitions to the west, and it soon became apparent that Mexico and Canada might be next.

· Many conflicts over borders came to be.  Due to much strife at the Mexican border, America sent in troops, and they conquered much of northern Mexico.  A similar argument took place at the Maine-New Brunswick border.  In 1842, Secretary of State Daniel Webster made an agreement with the British government, represented by Lord Ashburton.  In the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, the U.S. got over half of the land in dispute, and there was now a definitive border.  Another such dispute took place in Oregon, which was claimed by both the U.S. and Britain.  This one would be resolved later in 1846.

The Texas Revolution

· In the early 1820s, Mexico enticed American citizens to settle in Texas.  They had granted the land to Stephen F. Austin, son of a one-time Spanish citizen, in hopes he would attract people to live there.  Many other people received grants like so, and soon Texas had a population of 2,021.  Many immigrants were now excited at the prospect of the fertile land in Texas.

· Soon there was strife between Mexico and the Anglo-Americans over the status of slavery and the Catholic church's authority.  This led to a dispute over whether these citizens were Anglo-American or Mexican, which had freed its slaves, and had firm beliefs in the Roman Catholic church.

· A Mexican government commission, in 1829, reported that most Texans were American, and they refused to emancipate slaves, pay duties on goods from the U.S., and failed to convert to Catholicism.  Mexico then made a law prohibiting further American immigration and importation of slaves to Texas.

· These laws weren't enforced well, and the citizens weren't willing to listen either.  They didn't like their representation in the Mexican government, as they were a joint state with Coahuila, and were outnumbered in the state legislature 3:1.

· Americans showed their displeasure by protesting and rioting.  This was brought to a climax when a Mexican commander, arrested several Americans.

· Stephen F. Austin visited Mexico City and other places in Texas in order to appease both sides.  His efforts failed, and he was soon arrested because it was discovered that he wrote a letter to some protesters and told them to establish their own government without the permission of Mexico.

· More protests were made against the Mexican government with claims of oppression. This was a false claim, and the only possibility is that it was either inefficient or corrupt.  The Texans claimed they wanted liberty, but yet they still wanted slavery to be legal!!!

· Soon, in 1834, their status as "tolerated guests" changed.  In that year, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna made himself dictator and abolished the federal system of government.  Americans revolted when he decided to enforce tariffs with military force.  He sent in more troops, but before anything could be done, an American troop, led by W.B. Travis captured the Mexican garrison without firing a shot.  These soldiers were eventually freed when Austin and some more men surrounded San Antonio, who surrendered.

The Republic of Texas

· After much debate, delegates decided that Texas should become independent.  It got its own constitution, which was very much alike the American one.

· A new government was quickly set up to aid the military effort.  It was really a battle between America and Mexico, but many "in-betweens" called "Tejanos" aided the American effort, because they wanted to rid themselves of the rule of Santa Anna.  This same hatred backfired on them later, when it was turned against them, and they were driven off their land, most notably their leader Juan Seguin.

· They quickly declared themselves a republic.

· The famous battle of the "Alamo" was then fought.  Much folklore has come from it, but it was all based on the fact that 187 rebels fought a far larger number of Mexicans.  What is not true is that not all the people, like Davy Crockett, fought to their death.  Also, the rebels fought from inside a fortress while the army was unprotected.  But from there came they renowned cry of "Remember the Alamo."

· Many battles went back and forth, American then Mexican victors.

· On April 21, 1836, the main Texas army, under General Sam Houston, assaulted Santa Anna's troops during their siesta.  Santa Anna himself was marched to Velasco, where the Texas government went, and forced to sign treaties and documents that granted Texas independence, freedom, and a claim to its territory.

· It worked, although a small strip of land would be disputed in the next ten years, no other Mexican dominance over Texas would continue.

· Sam Houston became the first president of Texas.  He ran on a platform of annexation with the U.S., but due to the fear of immediate war with Mexico, Jackson had to refuse.  All he could offer was acknowledgment of Texas sovereignty.

· There was a vast migration to Texas, mainly due to the offer of 1,280 free acres to white heads of families.  Population went from 30,000 to 142,000.

Trails of Trade and Settlement

· After New Mexico opened its trade to American merchants, there was a constant flow of goods that ran from Missouri to Santa Fe.

· The first merchant to reach Santa Fe was William Becknell, in 1821.  Others followed rapidly.

· To protect themselves from Indians, whose land they crossed, they often traveled in large groups.  The federal government assisted by supplying troops when needed, and allocating funds to pay Indian tribes for rights of passage.

· Even so, the risk of doing so was still great.  However, profit rate was so high, that it was worth the risk.

· This trade to Santa Fe soured American-Mexican relations again.  When an expedition of Texas merchants and soldiers made its way to Santa Fe, they were greatly alarmed.  They even arrested the group.  Texans responded by attacking the soldiers along the way to Santa Fe.

· Mexico retaliated by banning certain goods, and the export of gold and silver.  Further restrictions were made in 1843.

· The famous Oregon Trail began at this time.  When a few families completed the trip, and others saw the results, there was a huge migration.  With so many living there, there was a new call for the complete American ownership of Oregon.

The Mormon Trek

· A group of such migrators stopped at the Great Salt Lake.  These were Mormons, members of the largest religious denomination founded on American soil--the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

· The background of these people was a history of persecution.  Joseph Smith, its founder, got much opposition when in Palmyra, New York, in 1830, that he had received a divine revelation.  He claimed that the lost tribes of Israel had come the New World and founded Christian civilization, only to be exterminated by the heathen tribes (Indians).

· Smith and those he converted were commited to restoring a western Zion where they could practice their faith unmolested, and try to convert the Native Americans too.

· In the 1830s they established communities in Ohio and Missouri, but one went bankrupt, and one was the cause of constant violence.

· More conflict was created when Smith authorized polygamy.  Smith was killed in 1844, by an angry mob, while being held in jail.

· Brigham Young then took over and led the Mormons to the Great Salt Lake.

· The main problem was that when they got there it was still in Mexican hands, and when it was annexed by the U.S., they sought to have U.S. jurisdiction (and no polygamy).  The Mormons rebeled, and when President Buchanan's troops couldn't attack because of a large snow, he offered an olive branch to those who would agree.

