327-331

The Extension of Education

· From 1820 to 1850, there was a great expansion of free public schools.  Children were in school for a larger portion of their lives.  Schools began to focus on shaping ideal citizens, and purely intellectual training was shunned.

· Prior to 1820, the wealthy would send their children to private schools, and the poorer would send their children to “charity” schools.  New England had a small amount of public education, and in the south there was barely any.

· Schools began as a result of working-class rebellion.  The most influential of these protesters was Horace Mann.  In 1837, he persuaded legislature to redesign the schools, and he became the secretary of education until 1848. He felt that children were “clay” and had to be “molded to perfection” by their teachers.

· He disagreed with the popular opinion that school tax infringed on property rights, because he felt that one’s property belonged to the commonwealth.  He preached the teaching of moral discipline to all classes.

· In practice, however, schools alienated the lower class.  In Massachusetts, compulsory attendance laws deprived poor families of wage earners.

· Public schools taught from “McGuffy Readers,” which held moral tales.  Adult education consisted of lyceums, debating societies, or mechanics’ institutes.

Discovering the Asylum

· The 1820s and ‘30s also bought an increase of crime.  Reformers established institutions to house those incapable of self-discipline.  Prior to this, the existence of “crazies” was viewed as divine punishment, but they were all curable.  The ‘20s and ‘30s brought the concept of reformation to the forefront.
· In practice, asylums were terrible places for single sexes, or at least strict segregation.  There were rigid daily routines, which were intended to encourage self-discipline.
· Prisons, asylums, and poorhouses did not achieve the aims of their founders.  Public support was inadequate, and personnel were often untrained.  They used violence, and, if not for Dorothea Dix, conditions would have been unbearable.
· Between 1838 and the Civil War, Dix devoted her energy to publicizing the inhumane treatment in such asylums.
Reform Turns Radical

Divisions in the Benevolent Empire

· Early 19th-century reformers devoted themselves to changing attitudes and practices, but by the mid-1830s, a new mood developed.

· In 1836, the Temperance society, a society that believed that alcohol was the root of evil, split over two issues: whether or not the abstinence pledge should include beer and wine and whether pressure should be applied to producers and sellers of alcoholic beverages as well as consumer.
· The American Peace Society, had a similar split.  The relatively moderate founders of this antiwar group were horrified to learn that later members more radically opposed all forms of war; its founders didn’t mind “defensive” warfare.  Led by Henry C. Wright, the radical dissidents formed the New England Non-Resistance society.
· The anti-slavery movement was most emblematic of the current radical reformist philosophy.  
· A major abolitionist group was the American Colonization Society.  They wanted to send freed slaves to a country in West Africa.  In 1821, the colony of Liberia was founded, and over the course of 10 years, 1,400 slaves were sent there.  
· Colonization proved to be ineffective for a few reasons.  Slaves had already adjusted to American society, and, for obvious reasons, slave owners were reluctant to free their slaves.  Northern slaves objected to the fact that this solution did not offer racial equality.
· In 1831, William G. Garrison, a radical abolitionist, began publishing The Liberator, a Bostonian journal.  He believed in freeing all blacks, and granting them true equal rights.  He called colonization a “slaveholder’s plot.”  In 1833, he and other anti-slavery advocates formed the American Anti-Slavery society.
The Abolitionist Enterprise

· Theodore Dwight Weld exemplified the connection between revivalism and abolitionism.  Early on, Weld was an advocate of colonization, but in 1835 he changed his views, and for two years toured Ohio and New York preaching complete abolitionism.
· Preaching efforts in the south were less successful, epitomized by Elijah Lovejoy, who was killed in 1837 in Illinois, right across the Mississippi river from the pro-slavery Missouri.
· By the end of the 1830s, the abolitionist movement weakened due to external repression and internal dissention.  Relations between black and white abolitionists were strained.
· During the late 1830s, Garrison, the most visible abolitionist spokesman, began to support more extreme measures rejected by the majority of the abolitionist community; specifically, he supported the “no-government” philosophy championed by Henry C. Wright, and urged abolitionists to abstain from voting (particularly interesting because during this time the percent of people who voted was at a record height).
From Abolitionism to Women’s Rights

· Abolitionism was the catalyst for the women’s rights movement.  The most famous female antislavery advocates who also advocated women’s rights were Sarah and Angelina Grimke, the rebellious daughters of a South Carolinian slaveholder.
· Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were upset at male reluctance to extend the right to speak at abolitionist conferences to women.  In 1848, at a convention at Seneca Falls, they issued “The Declaration of Sentiments,” demanding equal voting, economic, and social rights for women.  They rejected the “cult of domesticity,” which demanded separate spheres based on one’s gender.
