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The Strange War of 1812

· Optimism was high, especially among the War Hawks who felt that the U.S.’s small army could easily invade and defeat the British Canadians.  This delusion of optimism caused America to not realize how unprepared for war they truly were.  The House refused to mobilize resources and was reluctant to tax.  In reality, a weak, decentralized government would not serve well in wartime.

· New England was also opposed to the war.  Most of New England’s commerce before the war (and, illegally, during the war) was with Britain, and New England refused to cooperate with the war in any capacity.  The British government also did much to keep New England out of the war, including not blockading their ports.

· American military operations initially focused on western forts.  Several early losses showed that militias with little actual training did not make good soldiers.

