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Napoleon had succeeded in conquering most of Europe, but England had been left unconquered due to its strong naval force and refusal to make peace with one who desires to unify Europe.  In 1805 Napoleon lost the battle of Trafalgar against the English navy.

The Continental System

The Continental System was a system of embargoes placed on Britain by Napoleon.  The Continental system failed because of Britain’s smuggling of goods and its trading with the New World.  The System, however, also punished European lands dependant on English ports.

A French ally, Spain disappointed Napoleon by failing to prevent Portugal from trading with Britain.  In 1808 he overthrew the French ruler, and put Joseph, his brother, into the Spanish throne.  This move was disastrous, as Spanish Catholics feared French liberalism.  A cruel “Peninsular War” was fought.  The costly war drained Napoleons treasury.  German states also turned anti-French, calling for a war of liberation against Napoleon.  Prussia felt the need for reforms, and the reforms introduced between 1807 and 1813 included the abolition of serfdom, the granting of limited self-government of towns, and the forcing of King Fredrick William III’s declaration of war on France.

The War of Liberation

(1813) In this war between Prussia and France, the Prussian soldiers fought with enthusiasm and drove the French from Germany.

In 1812, Napoleon unsuccessfully attempted to invade Russia.  He amassed a huge army to attack Russia, but the Russians attempted successfully to continue eastward, avoiding Napoleon and tiring Napoleon’s army.  In one battle, the French opened a road to Moscow, but lost 40,000 men.  On September 14th, Napoleon entered Moscow, realizing the Muscovites had abandoned and burned their city.  The French army remained in Russia, causing a stalemate and on October 19th, 1812 95,000 troops returned to France from Moscow.  

In October 1813, most of Europe joined together to fight Napoleon.  In the spring of 1814, they succeeded and Napoleon was exiled to the island of Elba off of Italy.  About a year later, he tried to conquer France with 1,000 soldiers, and used his charisma to regain Paris.  With his new army, he tried to conquer Belgium and was defeated by the Wellington-led British army, and he was exiled to Saint Helena, an island in the South Atlantic.

Industrial Revolution
Occurring in the second half of the eighteenth century, the Industrial Revolution refers to the shift of a handicraft culture to one dominated by fossil fuel powered machine manufacture.  It also involved division of labor, factories, and urbanization.  The Revolution began in England, and had spread to the rest of the world within a Generation.  The Industrial Revolution was caused by accumulated wealth spread across more people; improved agriculture and increased population were also factors.

A number of factors, most notable natural resources, a willing dictator, and convenient trade routes dictated that England, Spain and Portugal would industrialize first, with the US and France soon following.

The Population Explosion
Europe’s population skyrocketed during the middle of the eighteenth, and early nineteenth centuries, due to increased health and wealth.

The Green Revolution
Changes in agriculture lead to a green revolution of new crops and ways of utilizing land and labor.  More efficient agriculture and better food distribution reduced malnutrition, helping to increase population growth.

The Agricultural Revolution
As agriculture became more capitalist-controlled, production became for the market as opposed to for self-sufficiency.  Peasants joined the entrepreneurial class and once common grazing land was seized as private in a process known as enclosure.  Selective animal breeding and convertible husbandry also became popular, as well as the technologically advanced steel plows, improved reapers, horse-drawn rakes, and threshers.

The French, for some reason, seemed less willing to change their now-obsolete agricultural methods, but they did advance more quickly in communication and transportation.  Britain did possess several advantages in that they had hardworking, skilled farmers and large supplies of coal and iron, as well as their river transportation system.  And while England relied heavily on private capital and industrial entrepreneurs, the state did contribute to Britain’s industrial revolution by creating an entrepreneurial-friendly atmosphere, and by encouraging enclosure and protecting private property.

Advancements in Textiles
· John Kay invented a flying shuttle, making it possible for weavers to double their output.

· In 1768, James Hargreave invented the spinning jenny that allowed the operator to work with several spindles at once.

· Richard Arkwright invented a “water-frame” spinning machine, which could be powered by water or animals.

· In 1779, Samuel Crompton invented the spinning mule, a variation on the spinning jenny that incorporated animal power.

· Edmund Cartwright developed the power loom in 1787.

· Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin in 1793, which aided the removal of seeds from cotton.

Steam Power
Developed by the Scottish James Watt in the 1760s, the steam engine was used as an alternate energy source, but its expensiveness prevented its wide implementation, at least until the 1830s.  

Iron
Steam power necessitated the usage of stronger materials, and steps were taken by the Darby Family to create practical, coke-smelted cast iron in 1709.  Casting iron required coal, however, but Henry Bessemer aided the process of refining iron in 1856.  In the 1860s, Williams Siemens and the Martins developed the open-hearth process, further aiding the cheap production of quality iron.

Changes in Transportation and Communication
· Canal construction increased from 1760-1820, but canals were quickly made obsolete by horse-drawn and later steam-powered railroads.  

· Britain initiated the Penny Post in 1840.  

· Samuel Morse invented the telegraph in 1844.

Banking increased in popularity, but banks often failed, and the insurance system was not yet implemented.
Joint-Stock Companies
Joint-Stock companies were companies held by many shareholders, reducing the amount of money an individual would have to put up to support a business.

Industrialization had the effect of making the nation more important than any local area.

Urbanization

Urbanization, which occurred in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, involved the migration of people from rural areas to the urban cities.  Urbanization was caused by the fact that many jobs and most factories were located in the cities.  The rich, however, lived far from the commoners in the city.

“The Industrial Revolution destroyed the old division of society into clergy nobility and commoners.”  The bourgeoisie, or middle class, became dominant, comprised of commoners who engaged in capitalist ventures as well as bankers, factory owners, and rich merchants.

Life was difficult for the working class.  Composed mostly of immigrants and recent emigrates from rural areas, the workers needed (and had) no special skills.  They worked long hours in terrible factory and mine conditions.  The homeless often lived in barracks with members of the opposite sex and children.  Many factory workers developed a life around the café or similar gathering place.  Their Sunday days of often involved drinking, and calling in absent the following Monday.  Industrial workers rarely protested, and only later formed “mutual-aid” unions.
Labor Reforms
In England, unions were legalized in 1825, but forbidden from striking.  In 1834, an attempt to merge all unions into a “Grand National Consolidated Trades Union” failed because of the differences in workers’ needs.  In the 1850s, skilled workers joined together in a “craft union.”  A successful tactic which forced employers to help working conditions or risk losing (and the difficulty of replacing) skilled workers.

Britain was the first nation to face the worsening conditions of the poor.

The British Factory Acts

By passing the British Factory Acts in 1802, England limited the hours of mind and factory workers (especially women and children).

By 1833, children under thirteen could not work more than nine hours a day, and no one aged 13-18 could work more than 12 hours during the day, or at all at night.  The act also required two hours of school daily, but neglected to pay for these schools.  England was slow to provide public schools.

The Ten Hours Act
In 1847, the working hours of adult males were adversely affected when women and children were allowed to work no more than ten hours daily.  This act had loopholes, however.

The New Poor Law
In 1834, a reform of Queen Elizabeth’s Poor Law tried to separate the “deserving” and “undeserving” poor.  The New Poor Law required anyone who was receiving assistance to live in a prison-like workhouse, the thinking being that the truly needy would submit to those conditions.  The poor and unemployed, however, hated the workhouses and their practices of family separation and their hiring out of the poor to manufacturers.

In the period following Napoleon’s banishment, new philosophies dominated European culture.  Two dominant ones were Liberalism and Nationalism.

Liberalism
Dominant in the decades after 1815, the bourgeoisie-spread concept of Liberalism became dominant due to the middle class’s desire to break the strangle hold of the traditional, elite nobility and to acquire capital freely.  The basic concept of liberalism involved the alteration of the status quo by believing in the goodness of human nature and the capacity of individuals to control their own lives.

In essence, liberalism is an extension of democratic ideals combined with Judeo-Christian respect for the worth and dignity of the individual.  The Glorious Revolution of 1688 limited the rights of the monarchy, a liberal idea.  Liberals embraced Montesquieu’s ideas of separation of powers and checks and balances, tolerated religion and freedom of thought, confidence in human intelligence to reform society, and the essential goodness of human beings.

The revolutions in the United States and France were crucial phases in liberal history.  The Declaration of Independence “gave expression to Locke’s theory of natural rights” and the Bill of Rights protected man’s individual rights.  “The French National Assembly in 1789 implemented he liberal ideal of equality under the law.”

Individual Liberty
A primary liberal concern, individual liberty was an extension of Kant’s idea that every person exists as a person rather than an object.  It also stated that people should decide and based actions on universal moral principles.  Liberals rejected the Middle Ages’ ideas of classifying people as commoners or nobles at birth, and looked at reason as the basis of political life.  Liberals often attacked the state, or any institution that prevented the individual from choosing for him/herself.  They agreed with John Stuart Mill, the British philosopher who preached the sovereignty of individuals.

Liberal Economic Theory
Bourgeois liberals (not surprisingly) encouraged a free market as opposed to a controlled one.  They felt that a free economy, where industry was unhindered by the government, was as important as freedom to community well being.  They felt that “when people acted from self-interest… they worked harder and achieved more.”  The liberals were rather unsympathetic to the poor, arguing that they control their status, and could be richer if they tried.

Thomas R. Malthus
(1766-1834) An Anglican cleric, he wrote Essay on the Principle of Population (1798, and a larger version in 1803).  He stated that population grows faster than food, resulting in food shortages, lower wages, and high mortality.   He argued that the distress of the poor was due only to the number of children they had.  He felt that the state couldn’t help the poor, and that the poor needed only to lower the birthrate through late marriages and chastity, if they could only control these urges.

David Ricardo
(1772-1823) The author of Principles of Political Economy (1817), he gave support to Malthus’s pessimism, arguing that higher wages lead workers to have more children, increasing the labor supply and competition for jobs, bringing down wages and food supply.

These principals became drastically real during the Irish Famine of 1845-1849, when Chancellor Sir Charles Wood refused to help the Irish, arguing that it could only help reduce the population and balance out the population to food ratio.  The famine eventually killed 1.5 million people.

The Jacobin ideals frightened liberals by its tampering with the economy and appeal to the poor.

Alexis de Tocqueville
(1805-1859) A French political theorist, de Tocqueville wrote, in his Democracy in America (1835-1840) that American government, while more humane than monarchy, people’s passion to be equal may outweigh their commitment to liberty, and that “since people are not naturally equal in ability, many are frustrated and turn to the state to secure for them the advantages that they cannot obtain for themselves.”  He felt that the state could crush the local institutions and warned against Tyranny of the Majority.  He also warned against the “tendency of the majority to demand conformity of belief,” and that democracy can spawn a selfish individualism, where people can forget about political participation and the public good.

Nationalism
Another dominant school of thought during the early nineteenth century was Nationalism.  Nationalism, essentially, is a common bond by a group of people who area attached to a land.  They felt that one most devote the majority of his respect to the nation, because it gives meaning to one’s life and actions.  Nationalism offered a sense of belonging to a common cause.

The prime source for nationalism is the French Revolution, which “asserted the principle that sovereignty derived from the nation,” from the people as a whole as opposed to from the individual.

French nationalism was especially dominated in 1793-94 when the French were under threat of an invasion.

Johann Gottfried Herder
(1744-1803) A popular German writer, he conceived the idea of Volksgeist “the spirit of the people.”  In Herder’s eyes, each people (not person) was unique, and expressed its genius in various fields.  In other words, a person is defined by his nation, as opposed to the other way around.

Fascination with the Volksgeist prompted a massive movement towards uncovering national history, especially in Germany.  Unlike the liberals, the nationalists glorified medieval ideas, and saw the existence of the individual as “bound up” in his culture.  Ernst Moritz Arndt (1769-1860) even urged Germans to unite against Napoleon.

One of Britain’s faults in the early nineteenth century was its non-democratic “constitutional monarchy” governmental system, which was dominated by the aristocratic House of Lords, and controlled (through bribery) the House of Commons.  Another fault was the fact that the vast majority of the lower and middle classes could not vote, and the corrupt government of towns.  

Early British Reforms
· In 1828, Parliament allowed Catholics and Non-Anglican Protestants to attend university.

· Britain abolished slavery in 1833.

The Municipal Corporations Act
(1835) Granting towns and cities greater controls of their affairs, the Municipal Corporations Act created town governments that could begin to solve some problems brought on by urbanization.  Municipal corporations could institute sanitation, a concept encouraged by parliament in 1848’s Public Health Act.

Population shifts caused odd consequences; most notable was the fact that Rotten Boroughs, or sparsely populated towns, got to send representatives to the House of Commons while large factory towns had no representation.  

King William IV
(Reign: 1830-1837) Confined that the pro-reform strikes and riots in many cities were a form of revolution, and passed The Reform Act of 1832, which increased the number of representative in both houses of parliament, and also ridded the Rotten Boroughs of their seats.

Chartists
During the 1830s and ‘40s, Chartists rallied for the implementation of democratic ideas, most notably the secret ballot, salaries for Parliament members, the abolition of property qualification for the Parliament, and yearly Parliamentary terms.  All of their demands, except annual parliamentary re-elections, were realized eventually.

Feargus O’Connor
A notable Chartist, Feargus was an Irishman who submitted a huge petition of six demands to Parliament in 1848.  The cabinet ignored the charter, which was signed by at least 2,000,000 people.

Unlike most of Europe, England managed to avoid revolution, 1848, commonly called The Year of Revolution, was a time of uprisings for political liberty.

The February Revolution
An 1848 Paris uprising, the February revolution was an attempt to abolish monarchy and allow suffrage to all men.  The poor, who under the then current French situation would never have say in their government, especially embraced this revolution.  The revolution came to its peak in February when, responding to a government attempt to stop revolutionaries from meeting, French students and workers took to the streets demanding reforms, causing the dismissal of Franscois Guizot, the leading French minister.  His dismissal did little to appease revolutionaries, and, during another demonstration, a revolutionary fired his gun (probably accidentally), causing the French military to kill 52 Parisians.  This riot caused King Louis Philippe to step down, and made France a republic.

The French government consisted primarily of Bourgeois, who, for the most part, were not interested in social reforms.  Limited measures were taken to ease life for the urban poor, probably because of the poor’s uprising against Louis Philippe.

The June Revolution
The June Revolution was different from prior revolutions in that it was primarily rebelling against poverty.  Again there were barricades in French streets, but this time, French demands for redistribution of property were absurd.  The leaderless workers did, however, have great courage.  Woman and children fought alongside men, and, after three days of viscous fighting, the army extinguished the revolt.  Over 1,400 lives were lost, and deep scars were left on French society.

The second half of the nineteenth century “was marked by great progress in science, a surge in industrialism, and secularization of life and thought.

19th Century Scientific Advances
· In 1808, John Dalton, an English chemist, developed advanced atomic theory.

· English chemical physicist Michael Faraday discovered the principle of electromagnetic induction in 1831, leading to the development of the electric generator and motor.

· In 1847, Hermann von Helmholtz, a German physicist, formulated the law of conservation of energy.

· The Russian Dmitri Mendeleev, in 1869, constructed the periodic table.

· And 1861 brought French scientist Louis Pasteur’s discovery that bacteria caused some diseases.

Charles Darwin
(1809-1882) An Englishman, Darwin transformed biology into an objective science based on principles, as opposed to abstract concepts.  His concept of Natural Selection, one of the first logical concepts that contrasted creational theory, stated that animals that couldn’t adapt to their environment perished before they could reproduce, and those that could adapt reproduced, eventually creating an environment where only those who had traits necessary to survive lived.  This idea was the basis of Evolutionary Theory, a concept also explored by Sir Thomas Lyell in his Principles of Geology.  

Darwin’s ideas challenged Christian beliefs, and caused a feeling that people are not God’s special creation, an idea that led to “the feeling of anxiety that characterizes the twentieth century.”

Social Darwinism

An extension of Darwin’s theories, Social Darwinists used the idea of Survival of the Fittest to prove a number of things.  For example, successful businessmen demonstrated their fitness to succeed in business, and their success was in accord with natural laws.  Conservatives used Social Darwinism by utilizing Darwin’s ideas that evolution occurred slowly, proving that quick, radical revolution was against nature, and shouldn’t be done.  Social Darwinism also led to racism, because the dominant races felt that they had the natural right to be the superior race.  

Social Darwinism ran in contrast to the Enlightenment ideas of human equality, because the dominant races were dominant because of natural selection.  In other words, if one is superior, they are superior because they were born to be superior, and if one is inferior, they were born to be inferior.  

Karl Marx
(1818-1883) A German Jew, Marx embraced many liberal ideas in his philosophy of the working class’s right to power and the destruction of power.  Liberalism and Marxism differed most in that Marxists insisted that “without a transformation of the economic system, individual effort would amount to… little.”  He and Freidrich Engels, a German who lived from 1820-1895, published the Communist Manifesto, which caused for a working-class revolution to overthrow the capitalist system.

Marxism

Marx claimed that the moving forces in history were economic and technological.  He also felt that class struggle was the prime mover of history and that whichever was the dominant class in society controlled the government.  

Marx sought the destruction of capitalism because under capitalism, he claimed; workers only knew suffering and poverty.  Capitalism also produced poverty of the human spirit, because the factory worker was reduced to a laboring beast, which found no pleasure or creativity in his work.  Marx also felt that the capitalist suffered because greed and competitiveness, an idea that drained creativity, consumed them.  The only solution to the problem of capitalism was revolution, an action that, in Marx’s eyes, was necessary.  After capitalism was destroyed, the differentiation between classes would die, and so would the class conflict.

Marxism had great appeal for the poor as well as intellectuals because it promised to end the problems that come with an industrial society.  It also offered explanations of history, explanations which, if true, would lead to the triumph of their cause.  Marxism also adapted several Judeo-Christian themes, including messianic-like hopes and the idea that a struggle between good and evil will end history.

Marxism also prompted the incorporation of economic factors into historical study for the first time, something that aided our understanding of Roman decline and the French revolution.  

Problems with Marxist thought include the fact that economics can not be used to explain ALL of history and many of Marx’s predictions have not been realized (yet).

Even though the 1848 revolutions failed, nationalist energy was extremely powerful, as evidenced in Germany’s unification.  By the late 19th century, nationalism was the dominant spiritual force in Europe, and, in 1848, Germany experienced a change in thought, from liberalism to nationalism.  1848’s failed revolutions proved to worth of powerful leadership, as Germans “abandoned idealism for realism.”

During the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Prussia had a very well disciplined army.

Junkers
Supporters of the Prussian throne, the Junkers were powerful aristocrats who owned large estates and were exempt from most taxes.  They dominated local government and were officers in the royal army, diplomats and state heads.  They knew that if the king’s power were weakened, their power would be weakened as well.

The Junkers and Prussian monarchy did not face a challenge similar to the challenge posed by the French middle class.  The ideas of the rights of an individual were not part of the Prussian consciousness.  The only reason reforms were implemented in Prussia was because of the loss of faith in the Prussian military after being routed by Napoleon at Jena.  The reforms served the purpose of drawing people closer to their king and country, a necessary move, because the Prussian loss was primarily due to the apathy of the citizens.

Prussian Reforms
· The abolition of hereditary serfdom

· The giving of a greater voice in the government to the upper-middle class

· The framework for universal education

· Full citizenship to Jews

· The elimination of severe punishments in the military

· Military promotion based on performance as opposed to birth

These reforms failed to give Prussia a constitution, causing the continuation of monarchial power and, accordingly, Junker power.

Zollverein

Established in 1834, the Zollverein was the German customs union that abolished tariffs between German states.  This served to unify Germany by encouraging Germans to trade with other Germans as opposed to other countries.

The German bourgeois were also attracted to liberalism, denouncing taxation and censorship.  The spread of liberalism failed, due in part to the refusal of peasants to change their traditional thought.

Frederick William IV

(1840-1861) He refused the crown offered to him by the Frankfurt Assembly.  He “could not stomach German unity created by a revolution of commoners.”  He changed his thought, however, when conservative Prussia, a leadership that was attractive to Frederick, led the German union.  Prussia renounced their plans to create a German union under Austrian pressure.  In 1858, he became mentally deranged, and surrendered control of the government to his brother William I.


William I
(1861-1888) King of Prussia, William also regarded Austria as the only barrier to Prussian power in Germany, and called for a reorganization of the Prussian army, a move that was blocked by liberals who feared that the military reforms would increase monarchial and military power.  He withdrew the bill, and asked the Parliament for money to cover government expenses, when he received this money, however, he used it to implement the aforementioned reforms, a move which drove the Parliament to be overly skeptical of the king’s economical practices.  A conflict between the liberal majority in the lower parliament and the crown arose, due to William’s fears that the parliament would attempt to control the crown if they “won.”  At this time, he called for Otto von Bismarck to lead the battle against parliament.

Otto von Bismarck
(1815-1898) From an aristocratic family, Bismarck believed strongly in Prussian monarchial power and the Junker class, a system of beliefs which outraged liberals.  Bismarck collected taxes without parliamentary approval, and the parliament continued to withhold funds.

To Bismarck, a war against Austria needed to be fought, if only to remove Austria from German affairs.  He first, however, attacked Denmark to remove two largely German duchies from Danish control.  Austria fought on Prussia’s side in fear that Russia, an Austrian ally, would annex the territories and become extremely powerful.  Denmark lost the war, and Austria and Prussia were supposed to control the duchies jointly, an idea that disgusted Bismarck and eventually lead to the Austro-Prussian war.

The Austro-Prussian War

(1866) Prussia, “with astonishing speed,” quickly assembled an army and sacked Austria.  At the battle of Sadowa, Prussia defeated the main Austrian forces, and the war ended.  Prussia did not take Austrian territory, but they retained the duchies and acquired some small German states.  Prussia then organized a confederation of North German states, excluding Austrian states from the mix, essentially separation Austria and Germany, and making Prussian power the only dominant one in Germany.

Prussia’s victory solidified Bismarck’s rule, and parliament forgave him for his injustices.  Bismarck saw nationalism’s power and used it to strengthen Prussia’s voice in Europe’s affairs, he also used nationalism to extend conservative rule.  To complete the unification of Prussia, Bismarck had to draw the Southern German states into the confederation, but they were hostile to Prussian authoritarianism, so Bismarck attempted to duplicate his earlier unifying feat by attacking France in an attempt to raise nationalist feeling.  France (led by Napoleon III) was frightened by the North German Confederation, so they were not averse to war.  The spark used to ignite war was the potential appointment of King William of Prussia’s relative Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen to the Spanish throne, an appointment to which the French were staunchly opposed.

The French ambassador demanded that Leopold withdraw his candidacy and that no other Hohenzollern would ever be a candidate for the Spanish crown.  William refused and informed Bismarck of his refusal via telegram.  Bismarck edited the telegram to give the impression that the Prussian king and the French ambassador had traded insults, an attempt to spark anti-Prussian feeling by the French.  He succeeded, and demonstration followed in France and Berlin, soon there was war.

The Franco-Prussian War
(? -1871) The French hadn’t fought since Napoleon, and expected a quick victory.  Their overconfidence led to being poorly prepared and the French army could not defend itself against the experienced Prussians.  The South German states came to Bismarck’s aid, and Prussia sacked France.   France surrendered in January of 1817, and the German princes granted the title of Kaiser (emperor) to William I.

In Austria, nationalism caused the destruction of the Hapsburg dynasty.  Austria was a racial mix, with Germans representing one quarter of the population, and Magyars, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks Croats Romanians, Ruthenians and Italians representing the remainder.  The minority groups were “experiencing national self-awareness.”  All of the races began to act as races as opposed to as Austrians.  In 1848-49 alone, there were two separate assaults on Hapsburg rule by various races.  Secret police attempted to stifle liberal or national expression, angering the minor nationalities.

The Settlement of 1867

The Settlement of 1867 split the Hapsburg empires into two parts, Austria and Hungary, united under a common ruler, Francis Joseph (1848-1916).  The Settlement made Germans and Magyars the dominant nationalities in the empire.  

The nationality problems in Hungary differed from those in Austria.  Magyars were slightly half of the Hungarian population; they were determined to maintain their majority.  After 1867, the Magyar aristocrats tried to impose Magyar culture onto the other Hungarians, granting equal status to a minority figure who learned how to “be” a Magyar.  Non-Magyars were excluded from taking any part in their government.  The government oppressed the non-Magyars.  Nationality movement within Hungary, as it turns out, were less harmful that Magyar nationalism itself.

The Austrian population of the Dual Monarchy was 1/3 German and 2/3 Slavic.  Austria, unlike Hungary, made no attempt to “Germanize the Slavs.”  In Austria, elementary school students were taught in their native languages.  Their problem with nationality came by the Germans who felt superior to the Slavs.  The most serious conflict occurred in Bohemia between the Germans and the Czechs (the largest Slavic group), when the Czechs, dominant intellectually made the Germans jealous.  The German Bohemians regarded themselves superior to the Czechs and wanted to preserve their dominance in government.  The two sides argued about the acceptable language, a fight that culminated in violent demonstrations and eventually when, in 1897, it was made necessary for Bohemian officials to know both Czech and German.

The South Slavs of Austria had different problem than the Czechs.  Centralized in their own state, rule of the South Slavs was desired by the Hapsburg monarchy, a desire that led to World War I.

Volkish Thought

Extreme nationalism became dangerous in Germany, where Bismarck’s success convinced Germans of their dominance.  German Volkish thinkers sought to bind the German people through a deep love of their culture and land, and they also loved everything German.  Notable Volkish thinkers include Wilhelm von Riehl, a professor who contrasted urban life with the unspoiled German countryside, Paul de Lagarde, an Anti-Semitic professor who called for a German religion, and Julius Langbehn who stated that the Jews corrupted German spirit.  Volkish thinkers were convinced that urbanization, materialism and class conflicts spoiled the German spirit.  They viewed the Middle Ages as a time of spiritual harmony and glorified the German tribes who overran the Roman Empire.

Volkish thinkers also embraced racism, because they felt that a race demonstrated dominance by not mixing with other races.

Houston Stewart Chamberlain
(1855-1927) An Englishman fascinated with Germanism, in his Foundations of the Nineteenth Century (1899), he said that races differ morally and mentally as well as physically.  He attributed Rome’s decline to the mixing of races, and stated that the Aryan Germans were bearers of a higher culture.   Chamberlain’s views were the basis of Nazism.  In 1923, he met Hitler, just starting his movement, and praised him as the “savior of the Reich.”

From 1850 to 1870 a remarkable economic growth occurred, during which Europe and America consolidated industry and spread it to untouched areas.  The shift from human to machine production was permanent, as well as the usage of steam power.  In the 1890s the major industrial countries, especially Germany and the United States concentrated industry into large firms.

Cartels and Monopolies
Cartels and Monopolies were groups of companies which joined together to fix prices and giant companies controlling entire industries became powerful in the 1890s.  The owners, called “captains of industry,” formed alliances with the railroad barons prohibiting them from shipping competitor’s goods.  They also had great influence in their respective country’s legislature.

Small business also grew during this period.  Economic development was geographically uneven, with large rural areas in highly industrialized cities.  The Government was forced to subsidize the transportation, communication and banking industries.  Industrial wealth served only to widen the gap between workers’ standards of living and owners’.  Factory skills tended to replace craft skills as essential.  

Technological growth was also occurring.  By 1900, engineering became a common occupation, resulting in a “takeoff” of technology, culminating with the US’s transcontinental railroad and Henry Ford’s Model T “for the ‘ordinary man’” in 1914 and the invention of the telegraph.

In Victorian England, it seemed as if the worker finally had a say in politics, but the reality differed; English was run by “country gentlemen,” or aristocrats.

William E. Gladstone
(1809-1898) An English orator, Gladstone a liberal, saw politics as the struggle between good and evil and that God had chosen him to carry out divine will.  In his Reform Bill of 1867 he sought to extend suffrage, but upon the failure of this bill in parliament, he resigned.

Benjamin Disraeli
(1804-1881) A flamboyant, conservative British novelist, Disraeli thought of politics as merely a fascinating game, and loved his role as Queen Victoria’s courtier.  He proposed, after the failing of Gladstone’s similar bill, to extend suffrage to a much larger group of people, a bill which passed, doubling the electorate, making democracy a sudden reality for Britain.

The idea of uneducated voters was unattractive, forcing Britain to have state schooling, as stated in The Reform Bill of 1884.

David Lloyd George
(1863-1945) Leader of the British Liberals, George and the then liberal Winston Churchill, aided by the Labour party, enacted a pension program, labor exchanges to help the unemployed, health insurance and minimum wage.  When he introduced the “people’s budget,” it was declined by the House of Commons.  The budget stated that income taxes be raised, as well as inheritance tax, and “unearned” income taxes (on rents investments and land value).  These taxes were obvious shots at the liberals.

The French political system in the nineteenth century was drastically different from Britain’s.

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte

(1808-1873) Nephew of Napoleon I, Louis was elected (overwhelmingly) in an election where all French males could vote.  He made himself dictator and destroyed the republic by a series of rigged elections.  Many thought, however, that his politics, a mixture of democracy, socialism and nationalism, would bring glory and solid leadership.  The 1850s were a prosperous period in France, due in part to French political apathy!  He expressed concern for the workers, who suffered from horrendous conditions.  He combined the façade of democracy with censorship of the press and economic expansion, making him popular among most French.  In the 1860s, he loosened his controls on the press and legislature, legalized strikes, and limited union rights. In 1969, his opponents were elected, and he accepted a liberal constitution.  The question remains, was he a liberal who wanted to establish his power before adapting reforms?  Or was he concerned with personal power and glory, succumbing to liberalism only under extreme pressure?

Communards
(1871) The people who fought the Prussians and challenged republican government, the Commune challenged all property owners.  They refused to pay the Germans for their losses, and sought to capture Paris during the war.  They were defeated and dealt with as traitors; the 20,000 men were all executed without trial, or tried and received death sentences.

Eventually, the monarchy became the only stable French governmental system.  But there were two conflicting monarchial parties: the Legitimists and the Orleanists.  The Legitimists refused compromise, while the Orleanists agreed to it.  This disunity made France a republic by default.  France was run be a senate and a chamber of deputies, similar to England’s parliamentary system.  There were many political parties, but no one party had sufficient strength to control parliament.  

Alfred Dreyfus

A Jewish Captain in the French army, Dreyfus was wrongfully accused of treason and condemned to life imprisonment, even though his innocence became bitterly evident during his trial.  Anti-Semitic feelings and French nationalism were his opposition.

The German Empire enabled Prussian control of all German states.  Bismarck’s constitution was hardly liberal, but granted universal suffrage and allowed the Lower House to discuss all topics.

Kulturkampf

Literally translating to “Struggle for Culture,” the Kulturkampf in Germany was a series of 1873 laws that tried to control the church.  Prussian conservatives rejected this, and persecution only strengthened German loyalty to the church.  In 1878, Bismarck quietly accepted the church’s independence.

Germany had caught up with Britain, technologically, at the end of the 19th century.  When Kaiser William II (1889-1918) took the throne, Germany was the most powerful industrial country.  Industry was dominated by Cartels, and the state controlled the railroad and mines.  Small firms also grew.  The constitution was a mixture of the aristocratic Prussian ideas and the democratic universal male suffrage, manipulated to liberal ends.

Italy expected greatness from the unification of their country, but the newly unified Italy faced problems.  The Roman Catholic country was split by religious controversy.  Liberals wanted a secular state.  Italy was also experiencing culture shock, because they were used to extremely heated inter-state conflicts.  Also, suffrage was extended to about a thirteenth of Italians, even though that was the literacy ratio.  Disgust with new governmental practices led to the concentration on more easily expressed issues, most notable nationalist glory.  Until World War I, Italy was divided politically.

In the last 20 years of the nineteenth century, there was a trend to lay claim to great portions of the world, especially in Russia and the United States.

Imperialism
A practice that started in the late 19th century, imperialism is “the domination by a country of the political, economic, or cultural life of another country region or people.”  Imperialism, at the time, was used primarily for the annexing of natural resources and trade routes, practices that were used to increase the wealth of a country.

It is unclear why imperialism took off in the late 19th century.  A theory is that it was a direct result of industrialization, in that with increased competition raw materials became necessary, as did trade routes, market share, and places to invest capital.  In other words, if one country didn’t annex land, another country might.  The modern theory is that nationalism caused imperialism, or that imperialism is just the “bigger is better” concept applied to world control.

Germany and Italy felt that Britain’s success was due to imperialism, so they jumped on the bandwagon.  France turned to imperialism hoping to regain their once lost prestige.  Russia used it to increase capital, and the United States used imperialism to “trumpet” their strength. 

Many westerners believed it was their duty to educate other cultures about Christianity, setting up Missions in captured lands.  Individuals and nations competed to “find the highest mountain, the longest river, the highest waterfall, and the land never before seen by white men.”

A Global Economy
The economy became truly global in the twentieth century, due to new markets, new technology, and overseas trade and investment.  In much of Europe, even the poor could afford imported goods.

Sigmund Freud

(1856-1939) A Jewish Austrian doctor and philosopher who lived in Vienna, Freud was called “a child of the enlightenment.”  Like the enlightened thinkers, he linked science to knowledge, but he also argued that human beliefs reflect the ruling class’s ideology, an idea that ran in contrast to the philosophes.  He also felt that our thoughts are determined by hidden, unconscious, impulses.  Freud stated that human behavior is governed by powerful inner forces, hidden from conscious thought.  This “subconscious” is a system of primitive drives, striving and thoughts.

Freud discovered that childhood fears and experiences lead to nervous disorders, and that patients banished these painful thoughts from their memory.  He probed the unconscious by encouraging patients to say exactly what’s on their minds.  He also used dream analysis.   One of his main theories was the concept of the id:

The id, Freud argued, is the “subconscious seat of all instincts,” which constantly demand gratification.  It knows no values, and demands sexual release, the termination of pain of the satisfaction of hunger.  When the id is denied, people get frustrated.

He felt that civilization imposes sacrifices on sexuality and aggressiveness.  He said that, by nature, people are not good, and philosophies are imposed.  People instinctively want to satisfy urges, not help others.

Before 1914, Europeans felt pride in the accomplishments of their civilization, and were hopeful for future progress.  But, increasingly, younger generations looked to war as a solution and liberalism as absurd.  Even though technology would render war as deadly, many Europeans naïvely looked at war as a possible thing of beauty.  

In 1914, a terrorist murdered Archduke Francis Ferdinand.  Six weeks later, the armies of Europe marched into the Balkans; World War I had begun.

When Germany broke with Russia, France took advantage of the situation by courting Russia as an ally.  Germany’s strength alarmed Great Britain, as did their decision to build a large navy, because it could interfere with British trade.  In reality, Germany’s navy was merely constructed to increase stature, and wasn’t truly practical.  Germany soon took Italy and Austria as allies.  Germany doubted, however, that France and England had overcome their animosities.

Chancellor Bernhard von Bulow

(1849-1929) German chancellor, he decided to test England and France by provoking a Moroccan crisis.  He forced Kaiser William II to visit Tangier, a Moroccan port, and a sign that Germany would support Morocco against France.  In January 1906, Britain sided with France, a defeat for Germany.

France soon tried to make their own Triple Alliance, seeking to ease tensions with Russia.  Russia decided to side with France and Britain due in part to their loss in the Russo-Japanese war in 1904-5 and their weak army.  This triple alliance, however, was not solid because it was unclear if Britain would send their armies to the continent.

Europe was now broken down to two groups.  France, Russia and Britain forming the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance that consisted of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy.  Germany denounced the rival Triple entente as an anti-German coalition designed to crush Germany.  Germany felt that Austria-Hungary was their strongest ally, so they decided to help Austria-Hungary regain the Hapsburg Empire.  There were problems with this, however, most notably that the Triple Entente was a defense group, as opposed to an offensive one, and that by linking itself to Austria-Hungary, Germany increased the odds of its possible involvement in a war.

The Bosnian Affair

After 1908, several crises tested the alliances, pushing Europe closer to war.  The Bosnian affair was the most dominant of these crises.

Russia, trying to regain confidence after losing to Japan in 1905, tried to compel the Ottomans to allow Russian warships to pass through the Dardanelles, thus extending Russian power to the Mediterranean.  Russia knew that the English and France would accept the move, but only because of their alliance, and that Austria would look at it as hostile.  Russia compromised with Austria, allowing Austria to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina.  In 1908, when Austria annexed the provinces, Russia was met with British and French opposition when they tried to bring warships into the Mediterranean.  Austria gained a victory, and Russia was humiliated.  Even worse off were the Serbians, who threatened to invade Bosnia to liberate its cousins from Austrian rule.

Germany supported its Austrian ally, and Germany agreed to the addition of Serbia to the Hapsburg Empire, a move that would pit Austria and Germany against France and Russia

In the Balkan Wars Serbia captured back the territory from Austria, as well as gaining a coastal position.  The Serbians couldn’t get Russian support, and were forced to surrender the land now called Albania.

This series of events heightened tensions between Serbia and France.  Russia was also in a bad situation, and they promised to back Serbia in the next conflict.  Enraged, Austria and Germany decided to end Serbia, causing the ingredients for war between Austria and Serbia.

The Assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand
Francis Ferdinand (1863-1914), the successor to Austria’s throne, was sympathetic to the South Slavic area, and wanted the Serbs to be equal to the Austrians.  On June 28th, 1914, he was assassinated in Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital.  A Bosnian terrorist, Gavrilo Princip, was the assassin, and Dragutin Dimitrijevic, Serbian of intelligence, commanded him, indirectly.  Count Leopold von Berchtold, a Serbian official, used the assassination as an excuse to crush Austria.  

Austria resolved to eliminate Serbia quickly, before the other countries could get involved.  On July 23rd, Austria issued an ultimatum and demanded a response within 48 hours.  The terms were so harsh Serbia couldn’t accept them, and their reaction was, as Austria had intended, to seek military action.  Russia, meanwhile, felt that Austria’s attacking of Serbia was the first step in an Austro-German plan to dominate the Balkans, unthinkable because of the Balkans’ proximity to Russia.  Russia determined to back Serbia against Germany and Austria.  Serbia then decided to accept the ultimatum, except for one provision, a rejection that Austria deemed worthy of full military attack.  Germany encouraged this, feeling that they could defeat both Russia and France, and that Britain’s army was too weak to have any real effect.  

On July 28th, 1914, Austria declared war on Serbia, and Russia and France mobilized towards Austria.  Russia refused to accept a German demand to halt mobilization, and Germany declared war on Russia on August 1st.  When Belgium refused to allow the German army to pass through, and Germany attacked them, Britain entered the war.

War had the odd effect of causing nationalist celebrations.  Soldiers felt that war would be a glorious journey.

On August 4th, 1914, Germany invaded Belgium.  The plan called for France to be taken before Russia had the opportunity to invade Germany, but everything depended on speed, the Germans needed to defeat France in two months or less.

The French inspired by Napoleon, prepared only for offensive warfare, a move that turned out to be an instant failure.  The French’s lack of attention towards surprise, and their striking red and blue uniforms made them sitting ducks to machine guns.  The French generals showed their stupidity by not changing their tactics.  Over 100,000 French died in the first six weeks of the war.

The Russians turned out to be a problem, however, when they quickly invaded East Prussia, forcing a two-front war to be fought.  The French front soon got their act in order, and, aided by the British, fought with great courage.  The Germans were quickly out of supplies and tired.  The British soon forced the Germans to retreat.  The first battle of the Marne had saved France.

Trench Warfare
Across northern France, both armies constructed huge trench networks, including underground dugouts and miles of barbed wire.  Between the armies was “no man’s land,” a wasteland.  Trench warfare was a battle of nerves, endurance and heavy artillery.  It was inefficient too, resulting in heavy loss of lives and little progress on either side.

Soon the soldiers could take no more, and soldiers refused to return to the slaughter ground.  

General Petain

Hero of Verdun, he replaced the unpopular general Neville.  He granted French soldiers with more leave, better food and rest areas, and ordered officers to concern themselves with their men’s lives.

While there was a stalemate on the western front, the eastern front was experiencing progress.  In August 1914, the German army invaded France, and the Russians, insufficiently prepared, invaded East Prussia.  Defeated at the battle of Tanenberg (1914), the Russians withdrew from Germany.

Meanwhile, Austria was not making progress against Serbia and Russia, but with German help in 1915, the Germans forced the Russians to abandon Galicia and most of Poland.  Russia, however, remained in the war, forcing Germany to divide its army to two fronts.

In March 1917, there was a revolution in Russia due to food shortages and massive casualties.  The new government was liberal and decided to continue with war.

Bolshevik Revolution
A second Russian revolution, the Bolsheviks, or communists signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk; involving Russia’s surrendering of Poland, Ukraine, Finland and some Baltic provinces.

1917 had so far been disastrous, with the failure of The Nivelle Offensive, the mutiny of the French army, the failed British attack on Passchendaele, and the Russian revolution.  But in April, the United States declared war on Germany, primarily to defend the democratic system against the communists.  Since most of the war news the US got was from England, US public opinion towards Germany was largely negative.  The spark that started the war, however, was the Germans’ bombing of US trade ships.

Germany guessed wrong again in assuming that the US couldn’t mobilize quickly enough to have a real impact in the war.

The Zimmerman Telegram
A telegram sent from Arthur Zimmerman, the German foreign secretary, to Mexico City, and deciphered by Britain, the telegram stated that Mexico should ally with Germany, and Germany would grant Texas, New Mexico and Arizona to Mexico.  Largely because of this telegram, the US declared war on Germany on April 6th, 1917.

President Woodrow Wilson claimed that the US entered the war to “protect world democracy,” another slightly nationalist thought.  The war became an ideological crusade.

With Russia out of the war, General Erich Ludendorff, of Germany, decided to mount an offensive against the US, guessing, correctly, that without a quick, powerful offensive, Germany couldn’t win the war.

The Kaiserschlacht

Translating to, “Emperor’s battle,” the Kaiserschlacht was an early-morning attack on British trenches.  English troops retreated, and Germany split their offensive between France and England.  The dirty trench warfare was over, as Germany soon captured over 1,250 square miles.  British resistance was great, though, and soon the Germans were tired and out of ammunition.

This campaign weakened the German army, just as the US began to enter Europe in large numbers.  At the end of May, Ludendorff decided to attack France, quickly breaking through, and getting about 55 miles from Paris.  The loss of Paris seemed imminent, but the offensive was once again draining German power, and in the Battle of Belleau Wood, the Americans stopped Germany in time to save Paris.

The “Black Day” of the German Army
A term coined by Ludendorff, this day was August 8th, when the British, assisted by the French, broke through, with tanks, east of Amiens.  Even the Kaiser admitted defeat.

The French, British, Serbs, and Italians signed an armistice on September 29th.  On November 11th, the German republic signed an armistice.  World War I was over.

The end of World War I brought great glory to the US and President Wilson.  Wilson tried to start a campaign of world peace, but, due in part to the Republicans’ victory in the 1918 elections, he lost a lot of his prestige and his respect went with it.  Another obstacle was the French demand for higher security and revenge.

Georges Clemenceau
(1841-1929) France’s representative at The League of Nations, a pre-UN, Wilson-organized, summit for world peace, he did not share Wilson’s hope for a new world and wanted to punish Germany for the loss of half of France’s young men.  He wanted guarantees that the wars between France and Germany couldn’t happen again, because there was no guaranty that the US and Britain would help France again.

The Treaty of Versailles
Signed by Germany on June 28th, 1919, the Versailles treaty stated:

1. France would regain Alsace and Lorraine, territory it lost during the Franco-Prussian war in the 1870s. 

2. Germany couldn’t fortify the Rhineland, an area highly populated by Germans.

Wilson and British Prime Minister David Lloyd George did not like this treaty, because they did not want France to have the largely German Alsace-Lorraine territory.  Clemenceau decided to back down, and instead decided on the Allied occupation of the Rhineland for 15 years, including the demilitarization of the region, and an Anglo-American promise to defend France in any future wars.

Other settlements restricted Germany from military conscription and limited the German army to 100,000 volunteers and no planes, tanks, or other heavy artillery.  The navy could not have any submarines.  The Versailles treaty also left Germany with an open-ended bill for war expenses.  Another treaty broke up the Hapsburg Empire.

The Germans denounced the Versailles treaty, arguing that the war ended in stalemate, not German defeat.

The Russian Revolution of 1917
(See below for more) In February, the tsarist regime was overthrown, and a liberal government was ushered in, a move, which lead to the collapse of legal order.  

Nicholas I
(1825-1855) An early Russian leader, Nicholas I was fearful of revolution and 
“decreed an ideology of Russian superiority.”  The Russian people were forced to believe in the Russian church, and he created the Third Section, a secret police force.  When Russia lost The Crimean War (1850s) to the English and French, the Russian government lost some power.  Nicholas died in the middle of the war.

Alexander II
(1855-1881) Successor to Nicholas, Alexander tried to preserve Russian autocratic rule, but he encouraged free enterprise.  His boldest reform, though, was the abolition of serfdom in 1861.  They were given land of their own, but not individual freedom.  Trial by jury and the practice of law were also introduced.  Alexander also forged closer alliances with Europe and westernized Russian society.  His one fault was the denial of open criticism of the government, and in 1881, anti-government revolutionaries assassinated him.

Alexander III
(1881-1894) A firm ruler, Alexander III returned to Nicholas I’s government by perfecting the police state, and encouraging anti-Semitism.  He did, however, promote economic development.  

Nicholas II
(1894-1917) Unprepared for Russian rule, Nicholas II forced industrialization, lowering Russian morale, and impoverishing farmers.  The Russo-Japanese War, in 1905, resulted in a surprising Russian loss.  A 1905 revolution left Nicholas with a parliament, the Imperial Duma, to which Nicholas II was staunchly opposed.  Nicholas II’s reign ended in murder.

The Year of Revolutions, 1917
In January 1917, the Russians were weary because of their defeats in WWI.  In early March, riots and strikes in newly-renamed Petrograd led to the end of the Romanov dynasty (1613-1917).  The government was divided into two parts, the Petrograd Soviet (council), consisting of the revolutionaries and a liberal committee afraid of revolution.  From March until November, Russia was a literal free-for-all, with no solid government.

In 1903, the Russian Marxists divided into two groups.

Mensheviks
Named after the minority, the Mensheviks were called “soft” because they preserved some morals, they would not stoop to crime for the sake of political success.

Bolsheviks
The Mensheviks’ “hard” counterparts, the Bolsheviks stopped at nothing to implement Marxist rule.

Lenin
(1870-1924) Leader of the Bolsheviks, Lenin adapted Marxism to Russia, and organized an underground party who could survive under the tsarist regime.  He started to formulate Bolshevik revolutionary theory.

The Bolshevik Revolution
On April 16th, 1917, Lenin arrived in Petrograd and asserted the Provisional rule couldn’t work.  He also felt that the only way to prevent economic disaster was a complete state-controlled economical system.  The Bolsheviks soon obtained majorities everywhere, and the peasants resorted to seizing land themselves.  The provisional government soon lost all control.

Leon Trotsky
(1879-1940) Son of a Jewish farmer, Trotsky lived with Lenin under the Tsarist regime.  He was the revolutionary leader of the Bolshevik revolution.  His sense of the public mood helped him push the red army to victory.  He was beaten by Stalin for power in 1924, and expelled from the party in 1927, and Russia in 1929.  Feared because of his Marxist revolutionary thoughts he was exiled from Turkey, France, Norway and Mexico, but he did manage to write many articles on the rise of fascism.  In 1940, Stalin’s officers assassinated him.

On November 7th, control of Russia fell into the Bolshevik’s laps.  The Bolsheviks soon established a dictatorship under the façade of democracy; they felt that only dictatorship could restore the Russian government.

Lenin acted as the Leader of Russia, and the peasants of Russia looked up to him.  There was, however, adversity regarding his rule.  The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk brought civil war to Russia in the summer of 1917.  The anti-Communist “whites” attacked the communist “reds.” And in mid-1918, the civil war was in full power.  In July 1918, communists murdered Nicholas II, and in August a non-communist part assassinated Lenin.  The reds soon won the war, under strong leadership by Stalin and Trotsky.  By 1921, Russia was almost all “red.”

The New Economic Policy (NEP)

Adopted by the communists in 1921, the NEP was a policy of “state socialism,” the government controlled finance, industry and transportation, but left the rest to private enterprise.  This system was repealed in 1928.

Politburo
A small group, led by Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin and a few others, determined Russian policy on all levels, but later on, individual leaders dominated the group.  With the help of this party and the Communist party, Lenin established the Russian dictatorship.

The communists used terror to rule, as they ridded Russia of rich people, thieves, and the unemployed.  They abolished church rule, which they viewed as an enemy of progress.  They were staunch atheists, agreeing with Marx’s view that “religion is the opium of the people.”  They basically wiped out the entire upper class of Russia.  They promised to liberate women from traditional roles, a concept that never really worked out.  They redistributed housing, food, and money, a radical new concept.  They encouraged heavy discipline at work, another radical concept.  In essence, they controlled the Russian mind.

Comintern
A committee started by Lenin that set up small communist groups in Western countries.  He also tried to skip the capitalist phase in small countries altogether.

In 1924, Lenin died, and was idolized by the Soviets.  In 1922, Stalin was given the task of secretary of the party.  Stalin dominated the party even more than Lenin had.  It became his mission to make the party the ultimate ruler of Soviet life.  One of his first missions was the all-out industrialization of Russia.

The Five-Year Plans

The successor to the NEP, the Five-Year plans instituted by Stalin in 1928 governed the industrialization of Russia.  All private enterprise was outlawed and Russians returned to their pauper status, just as they were approaching their pre-1914 peak.  The first five-year plan had to be scrapped, however, due to many factors including lack of experience; subsequent plans soon followed.

A new grim age began at this point for the Russians, who were poor and without morale.  Few Soviets understood how necessary these central economic sanctions were, but they were proud to sacrifice their own gain for a gain by society.

The revolutions in agriculture war far more brutal.  The peasants had to be forced into the planned economy.  In 1929, Stalin commanded that the government “had to receive planned crops of planned size and quality at planned times.”  A concept foreign to the peasants, attached to their lands and its fruits.  Stalin declared war on the Russian peasants, especially the well to do Kulaks, who were killed outright, something Soviet officers were reluctant to do.  The peasants had to surrender all of their property, so they decided to kill the livestock, and “gorge themselves in drunken orgies against the days of inevitable famine.”  1935 collectivized all farming in Russia.  

To stop resistance, Stalin practiced Totalitarianism, or complete rule by one person.  Soviet citizens needed to work as hard as they could, with rewards going to people who contributed a lot.  1935 brought the complete socialization of Russia, proclaimed Stalin.

Stalin was forced to unleash terror to control possible revolutionary uprisings, including the use of show trials, where saboteurs were persecuted.  After 1934, Stalin purged independent thinkers on a regular basis.

The Trotsky Situation

Stalin made Trotsky to look like someone who was conspiring to overthrow his reign.  He used the excuse of people conspiring with Trotsky to kill them, most notably was the case of Sergei Kirov, a potential rival to Stalin.  Trotsky was said to have set up a “terrorist center,” a false allegation.

The great show trials affected only few, as most of the people put to death by Stalin was put to death quietly.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

The Russian author of The Gulag Archipelago, a book that claimed that the atrocities were not committed by Stalin, but rather by Russian life itself.  He was highly alarmed that the “blue caps” who tortured people, were Russians themselves.

Stalin was, perhaps surprisingly, not remotely alarmed by the great loss of life.  He felt that without total Soviet obedience, socialism couldn’t possibly work.  Terror was also a display of Stalin’s sickly suspicious and vengeful nature.

Fascism

After the unlikely collapse of liberal rule in the twentieth century, Fascism became dominant.  Fascism represented the triumph of totalitarianism and authoritarian government.  The lack of regard for people and the focus of regard towards proper governmental function best demonstrate Fascist practices.  Fascism becomes dominant during times of crisis, when democratic measures are too slow, and cause the people to panic.  In other words, it’s easier to rally behind a person than a slow-moving committee.

Fascist movements are market by extreme nationalism and the eradication of liberalism and Marxism.  In other words, the abolishment of everything created by the French and Bolshevik revolutions.  Fascists felt that liberals despiritualized people and that Marxism meant the end of the national community.  They formed private armies and attracted brutal men to preserve national loyalty.

Fascism held the leader in a very high light, and drew mass support from the lower-middle class.  The lower-middle class, who hated communism, saw fascism as the only other alternative to a stable economy.  Fascism also benefited the ruling elite by granting them privileges.

On November 9th, 1918, the German monarchy ended.

Friedrich Ebert

(1871-1925) Social Democrat leader of the new German Republic, Ebert ended WWI, a move that lowered public opinion of the new republic.  When his republic was threatened by the newly established Spartacists, or German communists, he turned to the volunteer brigade Free Corps, who suppressed the revolution.

The Spartacists revolt effected German psyche greatly, even though it was easily controlled.  Fear of a communist revolution remained in the German minds.  In March of 1920 the republic was threatened by the radical right wing.  The Free Corps decided not to help Ebert, and instead declared a new government led by Wolfgang Kapp, a German nationalist.  Ebert fled.  A strike by German laborers prevented Kapp from governing, though, and the coup collapsed.

In addition to these uprisings, there was an economic crisis, as Germany refused to increase taxation during WWI, leaving a massive trade deficit.  Unable to tackle the deficit, the government printed more money, causing massive devaluation.  Bank savings soon became worthless, and the ruined middle class blamed the government for this.

The economic situation improved, however, from 1924 to 1929, when foreign capitalists were attracted by the cheap labor and began to invest in German business.  By 1929, almost all industries were selling more than they had before the war.  It also seemed as if Germany had achieved political stability, as the threats from the left and right subsided.  A theory quickly disproved by the global economic crisis of October 1929.

Germany wasn’t used to a democratic system, as before WWI an emperor without a parliament ruled them.  Weaknesses in the Weimar included Germans’ being accustomed to a power state and the fact that the lack of a dominant party prevented function.  The staunch nationalists felt democracy weakened German power and the Republic’s only supporters were the Catholic Centrists and the few German Democrats.  

All of these factors led Germany to turn to a new ruler.  His name was Adolf Hitler. 

From the early days of his career, Hitler wanted to form a huge German empire in central and Eastern Europe, and his master plan involved the conquering of Russia.  World War I showed that Germany was the dominant European power, and, if war was to occur, Britain and France couldn’t defeat Germany alone (without US help).  Germany wasn’t strongly effected by the Treaty of Versailles, either, because it was France’s responsibility alone to uphold Versailles, so in the 1920s, France allied with Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania and Yugoslavia, an alliance that couldn’t realistically replace Russia’s might.

Locarno Pact

Adopted by Belgium, Germany and France in 1925, the Locarno pact ensured that the borders would remain the same.  This was especially important in ensuring that Germany would not regain Alsace-Lorraine from France and that the Rhineland would remain demilitarized.  This was only a façade, however, because Germany could still expand its eastern border.

In 1926, Germany was accepted into the League of Nations.

In 1928, the Kellogg-Briand Pact renouncing war was signed by most nations.  This was another façade because the pact gave no means to enforce itself.

Nevertheless, between 1925 and 1930, hopes for peace were good, France and Britain even withdrew from the Rhineland in 1930, four years before they were required to.

Hitler acted like a man possessed when dealing with foreign affairs, using propaganda to undermine opponents’ will and convincing many that Hitler’s rule was better than Stalin’s.  He even decided to occupy the Rhineland, a move that was in violation of the Versailles.  As expected, France and England backed down, fearing another war.  France was prepared only to defend, not to attack, even thought they had the strongest army in Europe.  Britain was also not opposed to treating Hitler well.  The US was too concerned with the depression and recovery to worry about the violation of Versailles.  Europe decided to give in to Hitler in hope that he would not drag them through another war.

To realize his aims, Hitler wanted a huge military, but they continued to evade the Versailles provisions on their army size.  In March 1935, Hitler formally announced that Germany would no longer follow the Versailles, Britain even accepted it, over France’s objections (upon which they didn’t act, anyway), and formed a naval agreement with Hitler.  

One event which signified the breakdown of peace was Italy’s (a German ally) invasion of Ethiopia in October of 1935.  The League of Nations called for anti-Italian sanctions, but Italy continued to trade for oil, especially with the US.  This course of events showed the true weakening of the League’s power.

The Spanish Civil War

(1936-1939) Another fascist victory, the Spanish Civil War, fought between the Spanish Republic and fascist revolutionaries, proved Germany and Italy’s dominance over Russia.  Germany and Italy decided to back the fascists, and they combated the Russian-backed Republic.  Prudent France decided not to back either side, fearing another European war, a move supported by Britain and finalized in the Nonintervention Agreement.  Even though his republic was doomed, Spanish Prime Minister Leon Blum supported nonintervention, fearing that French intervention would increase Germany’s involvement, which only involved a few hundred men and some planes.  In 1939 the Republic fell and fascist Franco won.

The Spanish Civil War proved the might of Germany, as well of France and Britain’s reluctance to tackle fascism.

On November 1st, 1936, Mussolini proclaimed a Rome-Berlin Axis, and in 1938, Austria, pretty much run by Nazis anyway, was soon accepted into the alliance

Blitzkrieg

A military tactic developed by Hitler, Blitzkrieg involved attacking quickly via fast tanks and air, causing citizens to panic and run, leaving them vulnerable and clogging up the roads.

Factors Leading Up To WWII

· Hitler threatened to take Czechoslovakia, a region with key industries.  Hitler soon took the land even though they had a mutual assistance contract with France.  At The Munich Conference, attended by Germany, Italy and France, Czechoslovakia was officially ruled to be under German control.

· Hitler turned to Poland, another key area, after Czechoslovakia.  He demanded the Danzig, a free city, must be returned to German control.  Poland refused and on May 22, 1939, Hitler and Mussolini, over France’s objections, signed a treaty of mutual aid.  And, shocking everyone, on September 1st, 1939, Germany and Russia decided to divide Poland and not to fight each other.

On September 3rd, England and France declared war on Germany.  World War II had begun.  In early April of 1940, Germany conquered Denmark in a few hours.  On May 10th of the same year, Hitler invaded Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg.  On May 14th, the three countries were under German control.  The conquering of Belgium split the Anglo-French forces into two parts, a crucial move.  The battle for France was turning out to be a quick German victory, with millions of people fleeing.  On June 10th, Mussolini also attacked France, and on June 22nd, France signed an armistice with Germany.

The Battle of Britain

Hitler expected England to quickly make peace with Germany after France’s fall, but the British Royal Air Force Dominated Hitler in the Battle of Britain in August 1940.  The RAF defeated Hitler’s Lutwaffe quickly, and Germany soon called off the British invasion.

The Invasion of Russia
Germany soon decided to abandon his treaty with Russia and instead attempt to conquer it.  In June of 1941, Hitler assembled a huge army and launched their offensive.  The Russians suffered huge casualties, but fought hard.  The cold weather stopped many Germans, and by the end of 1941, Germany had captured large portions of Russia, but failed to bring the country to its knees.

By 1942 Germany ruled most of Europe, and proceeded to loot a lot of it.  The Nazis jailed philosophers and priests, closed schools in Poland, and proceeded to make Hitler into a Polish educational subject.  They imprisoned over 5 million Russians.

Against the Jews of Europe, Hitler employed Himmler’s SS, who proceeded to kill Jews with sick efficiency.  The Germans established Ghettos in Poland and forbade Jews from praying or learning Judaism.  The Germans kept this Final Solution secret by utilizing their prison camps to kill Jews.  The holocaust was Germany’s ultimate racial nationalist fulfillment.

Each country conquered by Germany had supporters and resistance, especially after they witnessed Nazi barbarism.  In Western Europe the resistance rescued down allied airmen, aided British intelligence, and sabotaged German military bases.

Josip Broz

(1892-1980) Leader of the Yugoslav Resistance, Broz, better known as Tito, organized a large fighting force that slowed down the German army and liberated the country from German rule.

Jews constituted a large portion of these resistance movements.

--End page 845--

