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After defeats in Mass., king George appointed Sir William Howe to lead the British troops. Parliament authorized sending 50,000 troops, and after they evacuated from Boston, the British forces landed at Staten Island on 7/3/76. Howe believed he could cut off New England from the other colonies. He had naval support from his brother, who was an Admiral. When Washington learned that the British were going to occupy NYC, he transferred his inexperienced soldiers to LI, where they lost (8/22/76). Howe drove the army into NJ, but he didn’t take full advantage of the situation and annihilate Washington’s army. These victories led Howe to believe that few Americans supported independence. He issued a pardon to anyone who would swear allegiance to George. The results were encouraging. Howe hoped to make a lasting peace, but it didn’t work because his soldiers treated the Americans as inferiors. As soon as the army left, the militia fought back against those who deserted the rebellion. In 10/76, Washington retreated the Continental army across the Delaware River into PA. American prospects were bad, but Washington wanted one last chance. The British forces were dispersed over NJ. The Americans captured an exposed post in Trenton on 12/25/76, and took 900 German mercenaries by surprise. Washington tried this again, but a large force under Cornwallis trapped the Americans, who secretly marched around his left flank. On 1/3/77, the Ameircans surprised a British garrison at Princeton. The British, who didn’t want to lose any more outposts, consolidated their troops, leaving most of the state in the hands of the militia. In 1777, the British wanted to get the Americans into a decisive land battle, which they’d win by numbers. The Americans were elusive, and didn’t allow this. In the summer of ’77, British General Burgoyne descended from Canada with a large force. They intended to go south while Howe’s army would come up, and they’d meet at Albany, cutting of New England. With a large baggage train, they set out. The campaign was a disaster. Militia beat them in the woods north of Albany. At the battle of Bennington (8/16), the NH militia overwhelmed 1,000 Germans. Burgoyne hoped Howe would rush, but he knew at Saratoga (8/17) that his situation was hopeless, and he surrendered. After Burgoyne left, Howe moved from NYC to Phil. in late July. He sailed to the head of the Chesapeake Bay and marched to Phil. Washington’s troops slowed the British at Brandywine and Paoli in Sept., but they couldn’t stop them. Washington tried one last battle before winter at Germantown (10/4), but the Americans broke off due to incompetence. The army dug in at Valley Forge, outside Phil., where 2,500 troops died due to disease. The French aided the Americans to embarrass the English. The French covertly sent supplies to the Americans. Benjamin Franklin pleaded for the official recognition of American independence or military alliance, but the French advised patience. Saratoga convinced them that the Americans were serious. In 4/78, Lord North tried to avoid a big war by sending a peace commission to America. The group wanted things back to 1763. Parliament gave the Americans the right to tax themselves and to elect their own governors. The war had hardened American resolve, and Congress refused to deal with the group. In Paris, Franklin hinted that the Americans might accept a British peace initiative. If the French wanted the war to continue, they had to do what the English refused, to recognize the U.S. On 2/6/78, the French presented two treaties. The first, called the Treaty of Amity and Commerce, established commercial relations between the the U.S. and France. It tacitly accepted the existence of the U.S. The Treaty of Alliance was even better. It said that if Britain and France went to war (they did on 6/14), the French agreed to reject truce or peace with Britain until the independence of the U.S. had been assured by the treaties that would end the war. France also gave up on its claims of former British territories east of the Miss. River. The Americans said they wouldn’t sign a treaty without telling France, who only asked for the right to take British islands in the Caribbean. Now that France was involved, Britain had to transfer troops to the Channel. There was talk of a possible French invasion. In ’79, the French fleet helped the Americans at Yorktown. 


