Michael J Kraft


11/15/99


520-45


Dr. Jucovy





America: 339-346





In the 1830s and 40s, people moved into the Far West. Of course, other countries had claims on the land, and action was needed. Their had always been an argument over the northern border of Maine. In 1839, fighting broke out, which messed up British relations until 1842, when Webster concluded a treaty called the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, which gave over half of the territory to the U.S., and established a definite border. In Oregon, the British and the U.S. both had claims. In 1821, Spain granted independence to Mexico, which also consisted of the southwestern states. Mexico opted for a free trade policy, which made the Americans more eager for expansion. In CA, most of the land was owned by mission stations, and the Indians were slaves of the Church. In 1833, the secularization act emancipated the Indians, and opened the mission lands to settlements. Land owners, racheros, replaced the padres as rulers of CA. Much trade was conducted with CA. In the early 1820s, the Mexicans encouraged Americans to settle in Texas. Mexico granted Stephen Austin a huge piece of land in the hope that he would attract settlers. It worked. But, friction developed from the Church. Under the terms of settlement, all people in Texas adopted Mexican citizenship and Catholic faith. Texan slaveholders presented a problem because Mexico freed its slaves in 1829. Settlers either converted or ignored the requirement. In 1826, Hayden Edwards led a revolt on Tacogdoches; this symbolized what was to come. A Mexican survey in 1829 showed that Texas’ population was mainly American, and the Americans were violating Texan law. The following year, Mexico prohibited further American immigration. Enforcement of the new law was difficult. The Texans wanted local self-government, but they were joined to another state, and they were outnumbered 3 to 1 in Mexican congress. Austin went to Mexico City in 1833 to ask for concessions, but all they did was get rid of the ban against immigration. As he was about to return, he was arrested for writing a letter recommending that Texas set up a government without Mexico’s consent. In 1834, Santa Anna made himself dictator of Mexico and got rid of the federal system. When he learned that Texans were resisting customs collections, he sent reinforcements. On 6/30/35, a band of settlers led by W.B. Travis captured Anahuac without any blood shed. The settlers won at Gonzales, and then Austin laid siege to San Antonio and captured most of the Mexican troops in Texas. Delegates voted to declare Texas’ independence on 3/2/36, and their constitution resembled the U.S.’s. Some Mexicans also joined the revolt. At the battle of the Alamo, 187 rebels fought off a much larger number of Mexicans for a week before surrendering. The Texans were then massacred near the town of Goliad, and they were executed. On 4/21/36, General Sam Houston assaulted Santa Anna’s troops near the San Jacinto River during siesta time, and destroyed them. Santa Anna was captured and was forced to sign treaties recognizing the independence of Texas and its claim to territory all the way to the Rio Grande. Houston became the first president of Texas. He wanted annexation to the U.S., but Jackson said no. In its ten year career, Texas drew an incredible amount of settlers. A thriving commerce developed along the trail that ran from MO to Santa Fe. The federal government protected caravans from Indians as best they could. After the Texas revolution, the U.S. and Mexico had very bad relations. The Oregon Trail provided a route for wagon trains to the West Coast during the 1840s. After many Americans had made their way to Oregon, they demanded the extension of full American sovereignty over the Oregon country. The Mormons followed the Oregon Trail to the South Pass, and then turned toward the Great Salt Lake. Mormonism was founded by Joseph Smith, and had encountered opposition from the time it began. The Mormons were kicked out of everywhere, and Joseph Smith was killed by a mob in 1844 while being held in jail for polygamy. So the Mormons moved beyond the U.S. to establish their Zion. Brigham Young led them into Utah. The Mormon community succeeded because of Mormonism’s control over the daily lives of the people. After Utah came under American sovereignty in 1848, the Mormons fought to maintain their autonomy. In 1857, President Buchanan sent a military force to bring Utah to heel, but a harsh snow prevented them from crossing the Rockies, and Buchanan offered a pardon for Mormons refusing to cooperate with the U.S. in the future. 


