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In Europe, France fought Britain, and the U.S. profited by shipping goods to both countries. As the war stepped up, Britain started seizing U.S. ships and impressing sailors. In 1806, Britain issued a series of trade regulations known as Orders in Council, which forbade neutral commerce with the Continent, and threatened seizure for ships that didn’t comply. The declarations were paper blockades, because Britain couldn’t back them up. Napoleon’s Continental System forbade the Continent from trading with Britain, and neutral ships carrying British goods could be seized. The Americans weren’t happy. Jefferson sent Monroe and Pinckney to negotiate a treaty, but it did nothing, and he wouldn’t ratify it. A British ship, the Leopard, ordered an American ship to submit to a search for deserters. When the Chesapeake refused to cooperate, the British opened fire, killing 3 and wounding 18. All the U.S. received was an apology. Jefferson said that if Britain and France wouldn’t respect the rights of neutral carriers, then they wouldn’t trade at all. Congress passed the Embargo Act on 12/22/07. Peaceable coercion turned into a nightmare, because the people didn’t like it. Compliance required enforcement acts, which  supervised ships, trade with Canada, and let customs collectors seize ships on suspicion. A final act prohibited the loading of a U.S. ship without authorization from a customs officer who was supported by the army. Northerners hated the embargo. Jefferson dispatched troops to awe the citizens of NY. Not surprisingly, the Federalists resurfaced briefly in NE. By 1809, it became apparent that the embargo had done no good. The embargo was repealed a few days before Madison’s inauguration. Madison lacked the qualities for effective leadership. During the election, the Quids tried to persuade Monroe to run against Madison, but to no avail. The Federalists also made some gains in the HR. Out of weakness, Madison was compelled to put the Non-Intercourse Act into effect at the same time it repealed the embargo (3/1/09). The new act authorized trade with all nations except Britain and France. Either of these countries could restore full commercial relations by promising to respect neutral carriers. The British ambassador convinced Madison to resume trade, but his superiors didn’t agree, and Americans ships at sea were seized. In 5/10, Congress passed Macon’s Bill #2, which reestablished trade with Britain and France, but if either of them repealed restrictions on neutral shipping, the U.S. would stop trading with the other. Napoleon said he would get rid of the Continental System, and Madison believed him, and started to send ships. Of course he lied, and the ships were seized. There was much anti-British sentiment in the U.S. Westerners believed incorrectly that the British in Canada encouraged Indians to resist Americans. General William Henry Harrison of Indiana fought the Shawnee at Tippecanoe in 11/7/11, and beat them. This forced Tecumseh to seek British help against the Americans. A newly elected group in Congress, labeled the War Hawks, called for action against Britain. Madison gave in, and on 6/1/12, sent Congress a declaration of war against Britain. Madison had bad timing, the British were repealing the Orders in Council, but he wanted to force the British to respect American maritime rights. The problem was how to pressure Britain. Madison’s answer was to attack Canada. Madison barely won the next election. The U.S. actually believed it could beat Britain out of Canada. NE refused to cooperate with the war effort, and many traded with Britain. Britain didn’t blockade NE in the beginning because they thought it might side with them. The initial results of the war were discouraging. Detroit was surrendered on 8/16/12, and Michilimackinac on 7/17/12. Poorly coordinated marches did little. On the sea, the Constitution defeated the H.M.S. Guerriere, which boosted morale, and American privateers destroyed or captured British ships. As long as Napoleon was around, Britain had to concentrate on Europe. As soon as peace returned in 1814, Britain blockaded the U.S. Navy. In conquering Canada, both sides realized that whoever controlled the Great Lakes controlled the West. The Americans won in Lake Erie, and on 9/10/13, the British, led by George Prevost, were destroyed by Oliver Hazard Perry at Put-in-Bay. On 10/5/13, Harrison beat British and Indian forces at Thames River, during which Tecumseh was killed. Elsewhere, the U.S. lost. Wilkinson was defeated at the battle of Chrysler’s Farm (11/11/13), and the British controlled Lake Ontario. In 1814, the British retook the offensive. A hastily assembled America fleet led by Thomas Macdonough beat the British off Plattsburg on Lake Champlain (9/11/14). This battle accelerated negotiations, because the British concluded that fighting along the Canadian border was futile. On 8/24/14, the British burned D.C. Encouraged by this, they attacked Baltimore (9/14/99), but lost. The survival of Fort McHenry inspired Francis Scott Key to write the Star Spangled Banner. In New Orleans (1/15), General Pakenham ordered a frontal attack against Jackson’s well-defended positions. The British were destroyed. In the fall of 1814, NE Federalists met to discuss the government. They drafted amendments that reflected their frustration. They wanted to limit the President to one term, get rid of the 3/5ths rule, and insisted that a 2/3rds majority be necessary for war, commercial regulations, or admit new states. The convention dispatched its resolutions to Washington just when the U.S. had won the war, and the Federalists were seen as secessionists. In 8/14, the Americans met the British in Ghent (Belgium) to make a treaty. The British made impossible demands, like territorial concession, an Indian buffer state in the NW, and rights to the Miss. R. The Americans rejected this and lectured the British on maritime rights. The British were tired, and signed the Treaty of Ghent on Christmas Eve 1814. The Treaty just stopped the fighting, it didn’t resolve anything. On 7/4/26, the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson and Adams died. Madison championed Jefferson’s vision of society. 


