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During Washington’s 2nd term (‘93-’97), war in Europe came into American life. Slight differences of opinion were cited as proof that a group had allied with external enemies. Political organizations were born in this atmosphere. The clash between these groups developed over how to preserve the U.S. The Republicans (Jefferson) advocated states’ rights, friendship with France, and vigilance against greed. The Federalists urged a strong government, central economic planning, and friendship with Britain. Britain refused to evacuate the Northwest Territory, and while 75% of American imports were British, Britain refused to grant the U.S. full reciprocity. It barred American shipping from the West Indies. In 5/89, Louis XVI convened the Estates General, which started the French Revolution. Jeffersonians were happy, while Hamiltonians were not. Both Jefferson and Hamilton wanted to avoid war. Jefferson believed that the U.S. should give France (unlike Britain) commercial advantages because they were friendly. Hamilton thought this to be insane. The new French ambassador, Genet, was crazy. He authorized privately owned ships to seize British ships in the name of France. Such actions violated U.S. neutrality. When the government warned Genet to stop, he threatened to take his appeal to the people, who liked France more than the government. Washington didn’t wait to see if old treaties were in effect, and issued a Proclamation of Neutrality (4/22/93). The British captured American vessels trading with France, without warning of a change in policy. In 5/94, Washington sent Jay to London to negotiate. Jay managed to get the British to abandon the NW territory and to allow trade in the British W. Indies, but nothing else. The ships taken would not be compensated for until the Americans paid pre-revolution debts. News of Jay’s Treaty produced an angry outcry everywhere. After a bitter debate, the Senate accepted a revised version of the treaty (6/95). In the HR, congressmen led by Madison thought they could stop Jay’s Treaty by refusing to appropriate funds to implement it. They demanded that Washington show state papers relating to Jay’s mission. Now, the house was claiming a voice in treaty ratification, when only the senate had one, and it questioned executive secrecy, which was allowed. Washington raised the possibility that the HR was trying to impeach him, and the nation gave him its support. By the time the treaty was ratified, Hamilton and Jefferson had retired. Before Britain withdrew from the NW, it encouraged the Indians to attack the U.S. First General Harmar, then General St. Clair were both defeated. At the battle of Fallen Timbers (8/20/94), the Indians were crushed at the Treaty of Greenville was signed. For reasons having to do with Europe diplomacy, the Spanish encouraged the U.S. ambassador in Madrid to discuss the Miss. R. Had Jay’s Treaty not occurred, the Spanish had been assuming that Britain and the U.S. had allied to strip Spain of its possessions. To avoid this disaster, the Spanish offered to reopen the Miss., a southern border next to Florida, and free trade with New Orleans. Pinckney signed the Treaty of San Lorenzo on 10/27/95 and became a hero. Jay’s Treaty had generated lots of strife. Party conflict suggested that Americans had lost a sense of common purpose. In the name of national unity, Federalists and Republicans advocated the destruction of political adversaries. Newspapers transformed the political culture. There was the Federalist one (Gazette of the U.S.), and the Republican one (National Gazette). Public officials were dragged through the mud. The Democratic and Republican clubs that appeared were modeled on the debating societies that had sprung up in France during the early years of the Revolution. Their  purpose was political indoctrination. Political tensions became explosive in 1794. A crisis developed when a group of farmers in PA protested a tax on whiskey that Congress had passed. This tax struck them as unfair. Because the governor refused to suppress them, Washington and other Federalists assumed that this represented a political challenge. He called out 15k militiamen, and marched against the rebels. Of course, they disappeared. As peace returned, Republicans gained support from voters whom the Federalists had alienated. Washington blamed the Republican clubs for promoting civil unrest. His interpretation of this revolt was just as bad as Jefferson’s, in which he said it was a Hamilton device to create an army to intimidate Republicans. The clubs and newspapers convinced officials that the First Amendment should not be interpreted as protecting political dissent. In 9/96, Washington published his Farewell Address, in which he warned against all political faction. By waiting until Sept. To announce his retirement, Washington denied the Republicans time to organize an effective campaign. Washington also counseled that the U.S. avoid making any permanent alliances with distant nations that had no real interest in American security. This statement guided foreign relations and isolationists for years to come. 


