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In 8/1768, in order to save money and intimidate the colonists, the British sent 4000 troops to Boston. The troops aggravated the citizens by taking control of the Boston Commons and competing for work. When colonists questioned this, they received rebellious propaganda and believed it. On 3/5/70, Americans were throwing rocks at the British, who fired upon the mob, killing 5 people. The Crown moved the troops to Boston harbor. The new chancellor, Lord North, calmed the situation and managed to remain in office for a while. He recommended the repeal of the Townshend duties. By taxing British exports, Parliament had encouraged the Americans to develop their own industries. So, the House of Commons dropped all the duties except the one on tea, because North said that it was a reminder that England’s rulers subscribed to the principles of the Declaratory Act. They would not compromise Parliament. Order was pretty good from ‘70-’73, but Townshend’s Customs Commissioners were still around, and abused power. They confiscated ships and harassed people. In ’72, when a customs vessel was burned, Americans cheered. Samuel Adams kept preaching against the British. He was obsessed with the preservation of public virtue. In 11/72, he suggested communicated grievances throughout the villages in Mass. and received broad support.  In 5/73, Parliament passed the Tea Act, which lowered the price for tea. This was to save the East India Company. However, the tea was taxed in port, and it threatened to undercut colonial merchants. In Manhattan and Philadelphia, the ships were not allowed to unload. In Boston, the governor would not let the ships return. So while the ships sat in the harbor, on 12/16/73, men dressed up as Indians threw 10000 pounds worth of tea overboard. When the news of the Tea Party reached London, they passed the Coercive Acts (1. Boston was closed to ships until the tea was paid for 2. Mass. government was restructured 3. The governor could transfer British officials under arrest to Britain, where they wouldn’t be convicted 4. The army could quarter troops anywhere.) To worsen things, Parliament wanted to establish a new government for Quebec (Quebec Act, 6/22/74). This failed, and because Quebec extended to the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, Americans saw this as an attempt to deny their expansion. In ’74, the House of Commons blockaded Boston, and while they destroyed it, the whole country was involved in aiding it. The first Continental Congress was convened in Philadelphia on 9/5/74 to decide what to do about Britain. But, the delegates were strangers, and differences of opinion surfaced, but Samuel Adams pushed confrontation. He made the Suffolk Resolves, which encouraged forcible resistance of the Coercive Acts in Suffolk County, Mass. The delegates created the “Association,” an intercolonial agreement to not trade with Britain until Parliament repealed the Coercive Acts. The Association controlled a vast network of local committees. George III saw this as an act of rebellion. Before Congress reconvened, the British struck Lexington and Concord in eastern Mass. on 4/18/75. The British general sent troops to seize rebel supplies. Paul Revere warned the colonists that they were coming. The militia decided to stand on the village green. No one planned to fight, but a shot went off by accident, and 8 Americans were killed. The British found nothing in Concord, and while returning to Boston, f
