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On 7/26, the convention formed a Committee of Detail, which prepared the rough draft on the Constitution. After it finished (and it still resembled the VA plan), the delegates considered each article. During these sessions, the members concluded that the president should be selected by an electoral college, a body of prominent men chosen by local voters. The number of electoral votes held by a state equaled its representatives plus senators. This guaranteed that the president wouldn’t been indebted to Congress for his office. The person with the second most votes became vice-president. If no one got a majority, the HR (house of representatives) would cast one vote for each state. The chief could also veto legislation and nominate judges. As the meeting ended, there was a concern about a bill of rights, because most states had one, but the delegates were tired, and didn’t want to deal with it. To ratify the Constitution, conventions were elected from each state to review it. Only 9 states had to ratify it. On 9/17, 39 men signed it. Proponents of the Constitution called themselves federalists, which implied that they wanted a confederation of states rather than a national authority. Critics of it, who were not as well educated and poorer, were called antifederalists. In NY, the campaign to win ratification sparked publication of The Federalist, essays written by Madison, Hamilton, and Jay. The media supported the Constitution. The antifederalists were suspicious of power. They said that it favored wealthy people. Historians have accepted the Federalist critique. The Constitution drew support from many types of people. Despite passionate pleas from antifederalists, most states adopted it. DE first (12/7/87), and more followed. While the state conventions sparked angry arguments, Americans soon accepted the Constitution. The Bill of Rights still had to be added to protect the people from the government. Madison moderated the proposals, and on 6/8/89, he placed before the HR a set of amendments to protect individual rights. A committee reviewed his ideas into ten amendments which were ratified as the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights protected the freedoms of assembly, speech, religion, press, guaranteed quick trial by an impartial jury, the right to bear arms (, and prohibited unreasonable searches. Some people wanted more rights for the states, but Madison wanted a strong central government. The 10th amendment said that the power not delegated to the US or the states are reserved for the states or the people. On 9/25/89, the Bill of Rights was passed by both houses, and by Dec., 3/4ths of the states had ratified them. By 1789, America had finished political experimentation. The people discovered that they were responsible for the government’s failure. They wanted a government of the people only to discover that the people could not be trusted with power, and that governments could abuse individual rights. 


