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British General Henry Clinton replaced Howe, who resigned after Saratoga. Clinton had no self-confidence. Britain’s last chance of winning lay in the southern colonies, where there were lots of loyalists who just wanted support from the regular army. The southern strategy devised by the British turned the war into a guerrilla conflict. It started in the spring of 1780. Clinton thought that if he could take Charles Town, he could control the South. General Benjamin Lincoln’s forces dug in, but to no avail. Clinton and Cornwallis encircled the city, and on 5/12, Lincoln surrendered an army of 6,000 men. The defeat took Congress by surprise, and they sent another army led by Horatio Gates. It too failed. However, the loyalists didn’t want to fight in the army, instead they plundered, looted, and raided. This got the civilians involved. Men who didn’t like the British had retreated westward waiting for the British to err. Their chance came on 10/7 at King’s Mountain, NC. The men decimated a force of British and tories who had strayed too far from base. Cornwallis squandered his strength by chasing the Americans across the Carolinas. Congress sent a new army led by General Nathanael Greene. Greene’s army joined the Virginia Riflemen, and they sapped the strength of the British. Cornwallis pushed north into VA, trying to establish a base of operations on the coast. He chose Yorktown. When Washington learned the French fleet could gain temporary dominance in the Chesapeake Bay, he went south from NJ with French troops and his own. The French admiral cut Cornwallis off from the sea, and Washington encircled the British on land. On 10/19/81, Cornwallis surrendered. While independence had been won, many people decided that they could not accept the new government. Many loyalists left America, from all classes. The loyalists were convinced that independence would destroy life, liberty, and happiness by promoting disorder. They suspected Patriot demands for freedom were self-serving. The loyalists were never trusted by either side during the war, and in England, they were treated as second-class. Congress appointed Franklin, Adams, and Jay to negotiate a peace treaty. They only wanted the recognition of the U.S. On other issues, Congress deferred to the French government. However, the French had formed a treaty with Spain to get Gibraltar, and they said they couldn’t worry about America until after the war was fought. Also, Spain coveted the lands between the Miss. R. and the Appalachians. While the delegates paid their respects to the French, they secretly entered into negotiations with an English agent. The preliminary agreement signed on 9/3/83 guaranteed the U.S.’s independence, and gave them all territory east of the Miss. R. excluding Florida. It gave good boundaries on the north and south, and fishing rights in the N. Atlantic. In return, Congress promised to collect debts that existed before the war, and to return loyalist lands. The treaty did not become effective until France reached an agreement with Britain. Thus did the Americans honor the French alliance. In the fall of 1783, the last redcoats sailed from NYC, ending 176 years of colonial rule. So, the war was over, but how was the new government going to be shaped? Something strange happened in Boston in 1785. The wealthiest people of Boston founded a tea assembly, or ‘Sans Souci Club.’ These people gathered to talk. These meetings outraged patriots, because it was kind of thing British people would do, and it threatened the principles for which the revolution had been fought. Republicanism wasn’t going to be easy to establish. It required morality. If luxury was substituted for prudence, then it would never work. Public virtue was crucial to success. That’s why the tea party set off alarm bells. Most Americans were optimistic, but this didn’t translate easily into the creation of a strong central government. In the early 1780s, no one could have predicted the Constitution. It was equally possible that there would have been a weak confederation, or allowed the states to go their separate ways. Americans divided over liberty and order. The revolution called into question the legitimacy of any form of special privilege. Liberty was contagious, and new demands were made on society and government. Some Americans worried that the people were caught up in a scramble for material wealth. A republic could not survive unless its citizens had more self-control. Popularly elected representatives lacked civic virtue. Following the war, Americans got rid of any aristocrats. In 1783, Washington and the officers of the Revolution formed the Society of the Cincinnati, a hereditary organization to maintain old friendships. But republicans throughout America let out a howl of protest. The appearance of equality was as important as its achievement. The distribution of wealth in postwar America was more uneven than it had been prewar. States abolished laws of primogeniture and entail. Jefferson claimed that the repeal of these practices would eradicate aristocracy. Many states were encouraged to lower property requirements for voting. As Americans moved west, they received full political representation in their legislatures. The new delegates were poorer, and less cultured. Moreover, they resented traveling so far to meetings, and they lobbied successfully to transfer state capitals. After the war, Americans reexamined the relation between church and state. In 1786, VA cut the last ties between church and state. Other southern states followed suit, but not in the north. While Americans championed toleration, they seldom favored philosophies that radically challenged Christian values. 


