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Jefferson was very informal and contemplative. He was a poor public speaker, and didn’t speed before Congress. However, he was very smart. Jefferson wanted to reduce the size and cost of the government, repeal the Alien Acts, and maintain international peace. To do this, he needed all of the Republicans. Jefferson controlled Congress. Madison was secretary of state, and Albert Gallatin was treasury. Jefferson’s top priority was cutting the national debt, for he regarded a large one as dangerous. Jefferson urged Congress to cut taxes. Gallatin calculated that as long as commerce flourished, revenues provided sufficient sums. Jefferson slashed costs by closing embassies, disbanding half the army, and retiring warships. He claimed that warships were liable to provoke hostilities, and that if there was a foreign attack, the militia would defend the U.S. Jefferson created the Army Corps of Engineers and the military academy at West Point in 1802. Jefferson wanted to give more Republicans jobs, but getting rid of Federalists would not go over well. The Federalist party was on the verge of destruction, because it wouldn’t adopt the reforms that the Republicans had for campaigning, like flattering the people. The Federalists didn’t like national expansion, and they eventually died out or joined the Republicans. Jefferson wanted Louisiana and Florida, and was prepared to buy or threaten to get them. In 5/01, Spain secretly gave Louisiana to France. Napoleon seemed intent on having an empire in N. America. Also, his troops were in Haiti to put down a revolt, but were striking distance from the U.S. In 10/02, the Spanish closed New Orelans to American commerce. In 1/03, Jefferson asked Monroe and Livingston to go to Paris to buy N.O. Napoleon’s troops had died from disease in Haiti, and he was sick of N.A. The diplomats bought the Louisiana Territory in 4/03 for 15 mil. Jefferson worried that the purchase was unconstitutional, and wanted an amendment, but when he heard Napoleon wanted his money, Jefferson rushed the treaty to an eager Senate, who ratified it. The people in the territory didn’t know representation, and Jefferson was afraid to give them power. He recommended to Congress a transitional government consisting of appointed officials. In 3/’04, the Louisiana Government Bill narrowly passed the HR, because it taxed without consent. In the midst of this, Jefferson asked Congress secretly for $2.5k to explore the West. He asked his personal secretary, Meriwether Lewis and Clark to explore it. The party set out from St. Louis in 5/04, and reached the Pacific Ocean in 10/05, with their food running low. The group returned the following September. During this period, Jefferson dealt with Morocco, Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis-The Barbary States-, which had preyed on commercial shipping. Most Europeans paid tributes. In 1801, in response to Tripoli’s demand for a greater tribute, Jefferson dispatched a fleet. Tripoli captured the U.S.S. Philadelphia, and it cost $60k to ransom its crew. An American land assault across the Libyan desert didn’t provide a decisive victory. A naval blockade brought hostilities to a close. In 1805, a treaty was signed ending the Barbary War. Jefferson won the next election in 1804. Republicans controlled Congress. 


