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Lincoln’s election provoked the secession of seven Deep South states, but didn’t lead to war. Before war, first a final effort at compromise had to fail, and the North needed to develop a resolve to keep the Union together by military action. SC seceded on 12/20/60. The SCs justified seceding by charging that a sectional party had elected a President whose opinions were hostile to slavery. Those who advocated individual secession were opposed by the cooperationists, who believed that the slave states should act as a unit. If the cooperationists had triumphed, the secession would’ve been delayed and probably wouldn’t have happened because the South would’ve gotten concessions from the North, but SC weakened the cooperationists’ cause. By 2/1/61, seven states had seceded: SC, AL, MI, FL, GA, LO, and TX. The Upper South didn’t secede just yet. Delegates from the Deep South met in Montgomery, AL, on 2/4 to establish the Confederacy and to draft a constitution which wound up resembling that of the U.S. except that the central government had less power, could not impose tariffs, subsidize improvements, and was required to pass laws protecting slavery in the territories. Jefferson David of MI was elected President. The Southern radicals were ignored and denied positions of authority. Most Southerners wouldn’t have seceded, but Lincoln’s election frightened them about slavery. They wanted to recreate the Union as it had been before the Republicans came around. The decision to allow free states to join reflected a hope to reunite the Union. The only justification for southern independence was the need for greater security for slavery. When Congress recovered, strong sentiment existed for compromise. Senator John Crittenden of KY proposed extending the MO Compromise line to the Pacific to guarantee slavery in the southern territories. It also recommended federal compensation to the owners of escaped slaves and an amendment that would prohibit the government from regulating slavery. Initially, Republicans showed some willingness to accept these proposals, but Lincoln was firmly opposed to it, so the Republicans denounced it, and so did the remaining southern senators, who wouldn’t have supported it unless the Republicans did. The Republicans wound up supporting the amendment, because they felt that the government couldn’t tell the states what to do about slavery. Some historians accuse Lincoln of starting the war, but he felt that the secession didn’t reflect the attitude of many Southerners, and backing down in the face of secessionist threats would undermine the principle of majority rule. By the time of Lincoln’s inauguration, the Confederacy had seized several forts without fighting. Buchanan didn’t like secession, but didn’t use force. The collapse of compromise efforts eliminated the option of peaceful maintenance of the Union. By early March, public opinion felt that action was required to preserve the Union. Lincoln called for limited use of force. He would defend federal forts not in Confederate hands, but would not recapture the ones already taken. This shifted the burden for beginning hostilities to the Confederacy, for it would have to start the war. The South focused on Fort Sumter in Charleston, SC. Lincoln knew that Sumter couldn’t hold out much longer before he would have to reinforce it or let it fall. On 4/4/61, he ordered that an expedition be prepared to bring foodstuffs to the troops there. Two days later, he learned that his orders to reinforce Fort Pickens in northern FL had not been carried out. He sent word to the governor of SC that the expedition was being sent. Before it arrived, Confederate authorities decided that it was a hostile act and attacked the fort. On 4/13, the Union forces surrendered. On 4/15, Lincoln proclaimed that an insurrection against the government existed and called upon the militia to put it down. On 4/17, VA seceded, and over the next 5 weeks, AK, TN, and NC followed suit. When Lincoln called for help, they had to choose sides, and they believed that secession was a constitutional right. In the North, firing on Sumter evoked feelings of patriotism. The Confederacy moved its capital from Montgomery to Richmond. Still, 4 slave states (MO, KY, DE, and MD) didn’t join the Confederacy due to patriotism and federal intervention. KY went neutral, which Lincoln respected, and then provoked the South into attacking it, so it sided with the Union. In MD, martial law was used to suppress Confederates. In MO, troops and a pro-Union German population stymied the Confederate movement. The civil war was not between slave states and free states. 


