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Most slaves were slaves on plantations. Their masters sought to ensure their own safety by making the slaves obedient. They tried to convince slaves that whites were better, and made examples out of rebels. As slaves converted to Christianity, they were forced to hear that God had commanded slaves to serve their masters. In 1800, a VA slave named Gabriel Prosser mobilized a large band of his fellows to march on Richmond. A violent storm dispersed his army, and no one was killed. In 1811, LO slaves marched on NO with guns. It took 300 soldiers to stop them. In 1822, whites in Charleston discovered a conspiracy to seize the armories, arm the slaves, and take control of the city. Runaway slaves raided plantations. In FL from 1835-1842, slaves fought alongside Indians against whites. Most slaves didn’t revolt. One way of protesting slavery was to run away, but this was very rare, and even if they did run away, they’d usually return. Many slaves worked slowly as a protest, and many stole provisions. Many slaves sabotaged tools and buildings. Some poisoned their masters. Free Negroes were treated as social outcasts and denied legal and political equality with whites. Blacks could only vote in 4 states and testify in court against whites in MA. Free blacks had trouble getting jobs and getting schooled. They were stateless persons even before the 1857 Supreme Court ruling that no Negro could claim American citizenship. In the South, free blacks were still semi-slaves. Most free slaves worked for abolition. Black newspapers such as Freedom’s Journal and The North Star gave black writers a chance to preach their gospel of liberation. David Walker published Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World, in which he denounced slavery and called for black revolt. Free blacks in the North ran the underground railroad. Harriet Tubman and Josiah Henson took blacks out of slavery and led them into Canada. Since blacks were discriminated against in church, they founded some Baptist and African Methodist Episcopal churches, under the leadership of Richard Allen of Phil. in 1816. The covert slave religion was one of singing, shouting, and dancing. It was a mix of Christian preaching with African religious customs. Religion helped the slaves endure bondage without losing their sense of inner worth. The slave family prevented slavery from becoming demoralizing. The black sexual ethic valued marital fidelity and a sense of responsibility for children, obviously influenced by Christianity. Slave husbands did what they could for the family. Feelings of kinship extended through extended family. Slaves made friends and were adopted into communities quickly. Slaves’ inner world gave them the spiritual strength to thwart the masters’ efforts to take over their hearts and minds.  


