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The Seven Years’ War gave England a big national debt. After the war, the army should have been disbanded, but George III didn’t want to. This fueled the budgetary crisis. The burden weighed on English taxpayers. The British army was not big enough to maintain peace effectively. In 1763, led by Neolin and Pontiac, Indians attacked the colonists. The colonists wanted to move west, but the government wouldn’t let them. The new chancellor of the exchequer (George Grenville) decided that the colonists would have to pay for the army, and passed the Revenue Act of 1764 (Sugar Act). Then the Navigation Acts forced Americans to trade only with Britain. The Sugar Act was supposed to discourage illegalities that prevented the Navigation Acts from being profitable. Prices were reduced; with cheap prices, why bribe? However, the colonists saw right through it, and did not like it. The Stamp Act of 1765 transformed conversation into a mass political movement. The crisis could have been avoided, but Grenville was stubborn. In Parliament, members warned that the act would raise protest. In Virginia’s House of Burgesses, Patrick Henry introduced five resolutions protesting the Stamp Act. He declared it illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust. He also suggested killing George III. This might have remained local, but the media got involved. Mass. called a meeting to protest the Act. It occurred in New York in 10/1765. The congress provided leaders with opportunities to discuss problems. The Stamp Act was resisted and protested by many. In Boston, the Sons of Liberty destroyed property. After 1765, the common folk could not be taken for granted. By 11/1/1765, stamp distributors had resigned. Life went back to normal. The Sons of Liberty persuaded merchants to boycott British goods until the Act was repealed. The boycott forced women to sew. By now, Grenville had fallen, replaced by Rockingham, who was inexperienced. He wanted to repeal the Act, but could not say so until there was national support. Grenville, a memeber of Parliament, opposed him. William Pitt, the victor in the Seven Years War, defended the colonists’ position. On 3/18/66, the House of Commons voted to repeal the Stamp Act. Not to be viewed as weakness, it passed the Declaratory Act (3/66), which restated Parliamentary supremacy over the Americans. Taxation with representation did not impress Britain. The British merchants claimed responsibility for the repeal, and told the colonists to be quiet. The Stamp Act eroded the colonists respect for British officeholders in America. It was only loyalty to Britain that prevented the revolution in 1765. While Pitt now headed the government, he was sick, and his chancellor of the exchequer, Charles Townshend, made import decisions. Townshend wanted to pass taxes on Amiercan imports, making it possible to reduce British taxes. These were known as the Townshend Revenue Acts (6-7/67) He realized that without enforcement, his duties would not produce the promised revenues. He created an Amiercan Board of Custions Comissioners, and induced Parliament to order the governor of New York to veto all bills by its assembly until it supplied British troops in accordance with the Quartering Act (5/65). Americans were not happy. Colonists would not pay, and boycotts were organized. On 2/11/68, the Mass. House of Representatives drafted a letter that was sent to the other colonies requesting suggestions on how to thwart the Townshend Acts. England’s secretary for American Affairs was outraged, even though the colonies ignored the appeal, and ordered Mass. to get rid of it. The legislators voted to defy him. The letter became a cause to celebrate. The governor of Mass. disbanded House of Representatives. The other colonies now supported Mass. Parliament’s challenge brought about the results it wanted to avoid: a foundation for intercolonial communication and a strengthening of conviction among the colonists of the righteousness of their position.


