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The election of 1796 took place in an atmosphere of distrust. The Republicans felt that the government was elitist, and the Federalists felt the Republicans were going to turn the government over to French radicals. The Federalists agreed that Adams should stand against Jefferson. Hamilton, however, schemed against Adams because he thought he couldn’t manipulate him. Hamilton urged southern Federalists to vote for Pinckney so he would have more votes than Adams. When NE heard about this, they dropped Pinckney. Adams won, and Jefferson became VP. Adams’ cabinet would plot with Hamilton behind his back, but he couldn’t get rid of them because they were Washington’s cabinet also. Foreign affairs were a problem. The French regarded Jay’s Treaty as an insult by allowing Britain to define the terms of neutrality. Relations between the two countries had deteriorated. The situation took a violent turn in 1797 when French privateers began seizing American ships. These hostilities came to be known as the Quasi-War. Hamilton welcomed the anti-French sentiment. Hamilton’s wing of the party counseled Adams to prepare for war, hoping to purge the U.S. of French influence. Adams dispatched a team to defuse the situation. It consisted of Pinckney, Marshall, and Gerry. They were instructed to obtain compensation for the stolen ships and release from the treaties of 1778 so the U.S. wouldn’t have to defend the French in the Caribbean. In exchange, France got the same commercial privileges as Britain. Adams talked about strengthening defenses, which pleased his own party. In France, the team was met with middlemen who demanded a huge bribe and insulting conditions. The Americans returned home. When Adams presented the team’s official correspondence before Congress (the names of the middlemen were labeled X, Y, and Z) the Federalists were ready for war. In ’98, High Federalists assumed that war was coming. They pushed for rearmament. Adams saw no chance of French invasion, but he missed the political point. The Federalists used the XYZ to stifle internal opposition. An army came into existence with Washington leading it, and Hamilton as 2nd in command. This angered some people. Hamilton was effective. In 5/98, the Adams persuaded Congress to establish the Navy. Adams would not ask Congress to declare war. In ’98, Congress passed a group of bills known as the Alien and Sedition Acts, which authorized the courts and the President to silence the Republicans. Congress had 3 separate Alien Acts. The 1st, the Alien Enemies Law, allowed the President to detain or deport citizens of nations with which the U.S. was at war and who he thought suspicious. The 2nd, the Alien Law, allowed the President to expel any foreigner by executive decree. Congress limited the acts to two years. The 3rd act, the Naturalization Law, established a 14 year probation period before foreigners could apply for U.S. citizenship. This law was designed to keep Republicans away from the polls for as long as possible. The Sedition Law defined criticism of the U.S. government as criminal libel. Republicans protested over the 1st Amendment, but to no avail. Jefferson and Madison were convinced the Federalists were going to create a police state. They drafted protests called the VA and KY Resolutions, which defended the right of the individual state assemblies to interpret the constitutionality of federal law. Jefferson described the federal union as a compact between the states and the national government. Madison urged the states to defend the rights of the people. The Resolutions were purely propaganda and nowhere else were they passed. In 2/99, Adams declared his independence from the High Federalists. Adams decided not to go to war over the XYZ affair, and sent new representatives. When they finally arrived, they negotiated the Convention of Mortefontaine with Napoleon. The French refused to compensate the Americans for the ships, but they declared the treaties of 1778 void. The convention removed French restrictions of U.S. commerce. On the eve of the next election, the Federalists were divided. Hamilton attempted another treachery, but failed again. The Republicans had received an equal amount of votes for Jefferson and Burr. The HR started to work, but it was divided for a while. Burr refused to withdraw. The trouble ended when Jefferson was finally elected. The 12th amendment (1804) made sure the electoral college cast separate votes for president and VP. During his final days as President, Adams appointed many Federalists to the federal bench. John Marshall became chief Justice.


