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Fascist movements were marked by nationalism and a determination to destroy liberalism and Marxism. Fascists believed theirs was a spiritual revolution. Fascists accused liberal society of despiritualizing humans and making their highest concern making money. Youth and intellectuals rejoined in fascism. They saw it as a revolt against the mediocrity of mass society and a reaffirmation of the noblest human qualities: heroism and dedication to one’s people. Fascists didn’t like Marxism because class conflict weakened the state. The call for workers to unite meant the death of the national community. Fascism would make all people feel that they were a needed part of the nation. Fascism offered a solution to the problem of insecurity and isolation in modern society. Fascism attacked the Enlightenment. They said thinking and analysis causes division. Fascism appealed to the emotions as a means of reintegrating the national community. This low fueled irrational desires and beliefs. Fascists aroused and manipulated brutal impulses and carried into politics the spirit of trench warfare. They formed private armies. Fascism exalted the leader and called for rule by an elite of dedicated party members. Fascists pressed for monolithic unity. Fascism drew its support from the lower middle class, who were frightened by capitalism and Marxism. They saw in fascism a way of overcoming crises and restoring respect for the land. The elite handed power to the fascists. 





In the last days of WWI, a revolution occurred when the German navy refused to fight the British in the English Channel. The revolt spread, as people demonstrated for peace and reform. German troops did not move to crush the revolutionaries. On 11/9/18, William II fled to Holland. Two days later, the German republic, headed by Friedrich Ebert (1871-1925), a Social Democrat, signed an armistice ending the war. Germans blamed the new democratic republic, which was stupid. In 2/19, the new National Assembly met at Weimar and drew up a constitution. The Weimar Republic faced an uncertain future. In 1/19, the German Communist party (Spartacists) took control of Berlin. Ebert turned to the Free Corps (volunteer brigades of ex-soldiers and officers), who suppressed the revolution and killed its leaders. In 5/19, they marched into Munich to overthrow the new soviet republic there. This revolt affected the German psyche and made people become fascists. In 3/20, the republic was threatened by the right wing. The Free Corps marched into Berlin and declared a new government, headed by Wolfgang Kapp, a nationalist. The National Assembly fled to Stuttgart. The German army didn’t defend the republic. A general strike by the labor unions prevented Kapp for government, and the coup collapsed. The republic was burdened by a trade deficit and debts. The government printed more money, causing the value of the mark to plummet. The middle class blamed the republic and sided with the right wing. Premier Raymond Poincaré of France ordered troops into the Ruhr, the center of German industry. The workers refused to work for the French. In 8/23, Gustav Stresemann became chancellor. He abandoned the policy of passive resistance and declared willingness to pay debts. He issued a new currency backed by a mortgage on German real estate. To reduce inflation, The government fired civil service workers and lowered salaries, and it raised taxes to get more money. A new arrangements regarding reparations was made. In 1924, the Allies accepted the Dawes Plan, which reduced reparations and based them on Germany’s economic capacity. Foreign investment stimulated the German economy. By 1929, industry was past its prewar levels. It appeared the Germany had achieved stability. But then the Great Depression came. The Weimar Republic never worked because Germany had been an autocratic state for a long time. The Weimar Republic also showed the weaknesses of the multiparty system. No one party held a majority of seats in the parliament. Coalitions were unstable. When effective leadership was imperative, the government could not act. Political deadlock caused the Germans to lose what they had just gained in the Depression. Supporting the republic were Democrats and Catholic Centrists. Seeking to bring it down were the Communists on the left and the Nationalists and the Nazis on the right. 


