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Philip’s conquest of the cities points to the weakness of Greek politics. Despite the internal crisis and persistent warfare, the Greeks were unable to fashion any other political frameworks. The city was becoming an anachronism, but the Greeks couldn’t see that. No little city with its little army could withstand Philip’s army. A challenge confronted the cities: the need to shape some form of political union, a Pan-Hellenic federation, that would end the internal idiocy. Because they could not respond creatively to this challenge, the Greeks lost their independence to foreign conquerors. The waning of civic responsibility among the citizens was another reason for the decline of the cities. Greek political life demonstrated the best and worst features of freedom. Greek politics also revealed both the capabilities and the limitations of reason. Although the Greeks originated the lofty ideal that human beings could regulate their political life according to reason, their history demonstrates the extreme difficulties involved in creating and maintaining a rational society.


