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The most destructive war in the 14th century was between England and France, and is known as the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453). Because English kings had ruled parts of France, conflicts were common. By 1214, most of the English territories were reclaimed by the French. In 1328, the Capetian dynasty ended. An assembly of barons gave the crown to Philip VI of Valois, nephew of Philip the Fair. . Edward III, king of England, insisted that he had a superior claim to the throne because his mother was Philip the Fair’s daughter. This was one reason for a conflict. Another was the effort of the French king to squeeze taxes from Flemish towns. Dependent on English wool and resentful of the king’s demands, the towns supported Edward III. In 1346, the English decimated the French at Crecy, and in 1356 at Poitiers. The English archers used longbows, which meant rapid fire. The war continued on and off throughout the 14th century. During periods of truce, gangs roamed the French countryside, killing and stealing, actions that precipitated the Jacquerie. After the battle of Agincourt (1415), which the English won, and controlled most of northern France thereafter. At this time, Joan of Arc (15th) helped France. She believed that God told her to drive the English out. In 1429, she liberated the besieged city of Orleans. She was imprisoned by the English, tried as a heretic and witch, and killed in 1431, burned at the stake. Her death inspired the French people. By 1453, the English were driven from all French territory but the port of Calais. During the War, French kings added taxes, which added to their incomes. This money gave them the means to organize an army. By evoking a sense of pride in French people, the War contributed to a growing national unity. However, thousands of farmers were killed and farmland was destroyed. The later part of the Hundred Years’ War saw the use of gunpowder. The papacy began to break down in the Late Middle Ages. It declined in the face of the growing power of kings. The papacy’s power diminished as it became more involved in European politics. Pope Boniface VIII upheld papal claims to supremacy over secular rulers. But, he was defeated and humiliated in doing so. Philip IV and Edward I taxed the church in its lands to raise money for the war. By doing so, they disregarded the prohibition of taxing church lands. In 1296, Boniface decreed the kings and lords who did this, and clergy who paid the taxes should be excommunicated. However, Edward and Philip acted forcefully to assert their authority. Boniface backed down. Philip imprisoned a bishop despite Boniface’s warning that the church judges the clergy. Boniface threatened to excommunicate Philip. Philip decided to replace Boniface. French conspirators raided the papal summer palace in 1303 and captured the pope. Although he was released, this was too much for him, and he died a month later. His successors tried to conciliate Philip. One agreed to suppress a wealthy religious/military order to which the French crown was in debt. He also decided to remain at Avignon. During the Babylonian Captivity (1309-1377), the popes resided in Avignon. During this time, the papacy was forced to pursue policies favorable to France. Also, there was a growing antipapalism among the laity. Under these circumstances, people questioned the value of the papacy and the need for it. Many important literary works were written about the war between Boniface and Philip. 


