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 The two architectural styles in the Middle Ages were Romanesque and Gothic. Romanesque dominated the 12th century, and gained its name from imitating Roman structures, like using massive walls to support vaults with rounded arches. This left little room for windows and light. The development of pointed arches permitted supports that lessened the bearing pressure of the roof on the walls. This was called Gothic, and allowed buildings to have high vaulted ceilings and windows. The Gothic cathedral gave expression to the conception of a hierarchical universe. The stained glass windows and sculptural decorations depicted scenes from the Bible and the lives of saints. The reduction of wall space was made possible by flying buttresses on the exterior of the building. These arcs carried the weight and thrusts of the vaults out to the exterior walls. The buttresses make the exterior appear airy and diffuse. The cathedrals took decades to complete. These projects were made possible by economic prosperity. Funds were obtained from cathedral owned land, and donations. Clerics also collected taxes. The Gothic style remained until the 15th century. Revived from time to time thereafter, it has proved to be one of the most enduring architectural styles. 


