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As a result of Westphalia, the Austrian Hapsburgs gained control of Hungary and Bohemia. The ruling elite was forcibly or willingly converted back to Catholicism. One obstacle to territorial hegemony remained: the threat posed by the Ottoman Turks. During the reign of Leopold I (1658-1705), warfare against the Turks erupted, and in 1683, the Turks besieged Vienna. A Catholic and Austrian army and assisted by the Poles, defeated the Turks and recaptured Hungary and Transylvania, and part of Croatia. Austria’s right to govern there was accepted by the Turks at the Treaty of Karlowitz (1699). In 1700, at the death of the last Spanish Hapsburg, Leopold sough to place his son, Archduke Charles, on the Spanish throne. But this brought Leopold into a fight with Louis XIV. In the War of the Spanish Succession, the Austrians joined forces with the English and the Dutch. This war gave the Austrians Belgium, Milan, and small holdings in Italy. But they did not capture Spain. Up to the early 18th century, the Hapsburgs tried to achieve hegemony and to subdue religious groups which threatened to undermine their authority. Warfare had taken precedence over this. However, military victory created the conditions within this could occur. The Austrian achievements derived from Charles VI, Maria Theresa, and Joseph II. Under absolutism, feudalism disappeared, and serfdom with it, in western Europe, where the aristocrats did not fare too badly. It remained in central and eastern Europe. Prussia was a state within the Holy Roman Empire that emerged late in northern Europe. Its aristocracy acquiesced to monarchical power in exchange for guarantees of their power over the peasantry. In 1653, the nobility granted the elector power to collect taxes for an army, but only after he made serfdom permanent. The ruling family, the Hohenzollerns, were little dukes until 1415, when Emperor Sigismund gave them the power to be an imperial elector. They finally achieved control over Prussia and other principalities by claiming the inheritance of one wife (1608) and by ruthless aggression. The most aggressive was Frederick William (1640-1688). He inherited Brandenburg. A distaste for foreign intervention in Prussia prompted the Junker class (nobility) to support national unity. By they would brook no threat to their economic control of their lands and peasants. By 1672, the Prussian army was strong enough to enter the Franco-Dutch war on the Dutch side. The war allowed the elector to raise taxes, which led to an increase in the power of the government. The bureaucracy in Prussia was entirely military. The alliance between the monarchy and aristocracy was strengthened by Frederick William I (1713-1740). He undercut the Prussian provincial assemblies, which still had some power over taxation and recruitment. He rendered the Landtage useless. He was able to do so by incorporating the Junker class into the government, and by keeping peasants in the status of serfs. Russian absolutism had a false start under Ivan IV, the Terrible (1547-1584). Late in the 16th century, he sought to impose a tsarist autocracy. He waged war against Sweden and created an internal police force that was entrusted with the administration of central Russia. His failure in war and bad policy doomed his attempt to impose absolutism. Much of his state building was undone with his death. Order was restored in 1613, when the Romanov dynasty gained the support of the aristocracy. The accession of Michael Romanov as tsar marks the emergence of a unified Russia. Peter the Great (1682-1725) suppressed the aristocrats, while inventing new titles for those loyal to the court. The army was reformed with the standards of the West. The peasants were made the property of their lords. From 1700-1707, taxes on the peasants multiplied by five times. The money went toward an army. The preparation led this time to victory over Sweden. Finally, Peter brought the Russian Orthodox church under control of the state by establishing the Holy Synod. Peter managed to wed the aristocracy to the absolutist state. 


