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During the late Roman Republic, Rome had effectively assimilated Greek culture into its own, thereby spreading Hellenism. Roman cultural life reached its high point during the reign of Augustus. The Aeneid was written by Virgil, a long poem which describes the tale of Aeneas and the founding of Rome, then relate to the wars in Italy. Virgil ascribed to Rome a divine mission to bring peace and civilized life to the world, and he praised Augustus. The Greeks might be better sculptors, but the Romans were the only ones who knew how to govern. In the History of Rome, Livy glorifies Roman virtues and deeds, and praises Augustus for attempting to revive morality. Modern historians criticize him for failing to use proper sources, and bias to interfere with his judgment. Horace the poet was the son of a freed slave who broadened his education by studying literature and philosophy in Athens. Horace enjoyed the luxury of life, and his poetry touched many of these things. Horace urged men to seek pleasurable things, but to keep desire under rational control. He also reminded Rome of the civil wars that had ruined the Republic. The poet Ovid showed a preference for romance and humor, and he is remembered for his advice to lovers. The historian Tacitus denounced Roman emperors and the imperial system, and in Germania, he turned his sights on the habits of the Germanic peoples. The satirist Juvenal attacked Roman society for the haughtiness of the wealthy, the barbaric tastes of commoners, and the failures of parents. Stoicism was the principal philosophy of the Pax Romana, the last good emperor Marcus Aurelius being a leading exponent of it. Perpetuating the rational tradition of Greek philosophy, Roman Stoics saw the universe governed by reason. They sought the greatest good in this world, and envisioned no power above human reason, like Socrates. Moral values were obtained from reason alone, the individual was self-sufficient and depended on rational faculties for knowing and doing good. Roman thinkers also embraced the Stoic doctrine that all people belong to a common humanity. Lucius Annaeus Seneca, served Nero, and was forced to commit suicide after being accused by Nero of participating in a conspiracy. Marcus Aurelius had to deal with serious problems confronting the empire. In Stoicism, he sought the strength to overcome the burdens of ruling an empire, the fear of death, and the injustices and misdeeds committed by his fellows. 


