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The Paleolithic Age (old stone age) began  with the primitive tool making human beings who lived in East Africa around 3,000,000 years ago. It ended 10,000 years ago in the Near East with the discovery of farming. Our Paleolithic ancestors lived as hunters and gatherers. Because they did not know about farming, they did not settle down. Instead, they were nomads. Human social development was shaped by the period of hunting and gathering. It taught people survival-how to plan, cooperate, organize, trust, and share. The men hunted, the women gathered, and took care of the young. Hunters assisted each other. Hunting and food gathering also stimulated mental and physical development. The physically and mentally weak did not survive long. Paleolithic people developed spoken language, and learned how to make and use tools. Primates can make noises, but they cannot name things. Chimpanzees can use a twig as a tool, but it will not save it. Paleolithic people shaped bone, wood, and stone tools, and further generations improved upon them. Paleolithic human beings dug up roots, peeled off tree bark, trapped, killed, skinned animals, made clothing, and made fishnets. They discovered how to control fire, which meant warmth, and protection. (Paleolithic people domesticated fire around 500,000 years ago) Language enabled people to share knowledge, experiences, and feelings. Language increased the development of culture, and the transmission of culture. Our Paleolithic ancestors probably developed mythical-religious beliefs to explain things they had no answers to. (birth, sickness, nature, death) They tried to sought to establish communications with these powers. To appease them, they offered sacrifices (them = elements). Gradually, shaman, and witch doctors emerged, who seemed to be able to control these spirits.  Between 20,000 and 30,000 years ago, the Paleolithic people probably sought out caves, viewed them as sanctuaries, and drew perceptive pictures of animals on the cave walls. Hunting societies that endured into the modern world still engaged in rituals designed to protect the hunter, and to ensure a kill. Neolithic Revolution-About 10,000 years ago, the New Stone Age (Neolithic Age) began in the Near East. Humans discovered farming, pottery, woven cloth… etc. Agriculture and the domestication of animals revolutionized life. Instead of hunting and gathering, they could now grow their food. They could also slaughter the domesticated animals for food, or use them as beasts of burden. Farming also led to the rise of permanent settlement, as having a stocked supply of food made them stay. Farming greatly speeded the shift to villages from nomadic bands. Villages changed the patterns of life. The demand for raw materials and the creations of artisans fostered trade, and the formation of trading settlements. An awareness of private property developed. Hunters had few possessions, but villages acquired property, and were determined to protect it from anyone who might take it. Hunting bands were relatively egalitarian. In villages, a ruling elite emerged that possessed wealth and wielded power. The oldest of Neolithic cities is believed to have been established before 8000 BCE. Jericho, Jarmo, are a few of the most famous. Scholars disagree whether these were villages, or the first cities. The traditional view is that cities arose around 3000 BCE, in Sumeria. Jericho contained about 2000 people, and they had created urban life by engaging in trade, and embarking on public works (the walls were 6 ft, 6 inches thick, and 20 ft high, which definitely required cooperation and division of labor). Neolithic people made pottery for storing food and water, and for cooking. They were able to form bowls and plates more quickly and precisely. The wheel and the sail were also discovered, improving transportation, and promoting trade. The Neolithic period also marks the beginning of the use of metals. First was copper, which could be made into tools and weapons. In time, bronze and tin came along. During the Neolithic age, the food supplies became more reliable, and the population increased. Religion grew more formal. The Neolithic society was growing more organized and complex. The First Civilizations-What we call civilization arose around 5,000 years ago in the Near East, and then later in the Far East. The first civilizations began in cities which were larger and more populated, and more complex in their political, economic, and social structures than previous cities. People became merchants, craftsmen, bureaucrats, and priests. The invention of writing enabled the first civilizations to preserve, organize, and expand knowledge, and to pass it on. Moreover, civilized societies contained organized governments which had laws. Religious life grew, and a wealthy priesthood emerged. Religion united people, and promoted creativity. The power of rulers also derived from religion. There is a great relationship between civilizations, and river valleys. Rivers provided water for crops, avenues for trade, deposited fertile silt… etc. Before any of these civilizations could be built around the rivers, jungles had to be cleared, swamps had to be drained… signifying the cooperation of large numbers of people, a necessary condition for civilization. In the process of learning how to irrigate, people learned to formulate and obey laws, and developed engineering and math. By the time the Jews and Greeks came along, civilization had been around for 2,000 years. Civilization brought benefits, and the capacity to organize for destructive enterprises. Warfare fascinated the people who created the first civilizations… military heroes were held in the highest esteem.


