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Lutheranism spread in waves everywhere, but it failed in the Romance countries. Protestantism also appeared simultaneously in different places. In Zurich, the priest and reformer Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) preached a form of Christianity almost identical to Luther’s. Both of them sought an alternative to transubstantiation, but they differed over the exact form of the ceremony. Zwingli altered it whereas Luther kept it. Zwingli died on the battlefield, in a war to defend the reformation. Calvinism benefited from Zwingli’s reforms. In Germany, the strife was settled by the Peace of Augsburg, which decreed that each territorial prince should determine the religion of his subjects. Northern Germany became Protestant, while southern Germany remained Catholic. The decentralization of the empire and its division would block German unity until the last part of the nineteenth century. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French scholar and theologian. Calvin had been born into a French family of substantial bourgeois status. John studied first to be a priest, and then a lawyer. He returned to Paris after his father’s death to return to his theological studies. Even more than Luther, he was trained as a humanist. In 1533 or 1534, Calvin became convinced of Luther’s theology. He began to spread its beliefs immediately, and within a year he was arrested, but released because of insufficient evidence. Francis I had no intention of permitting religious divisions in France. In 1534, the French church declared the Protestants heretics and subjected them to arrest and execution. Within a year, Calvin had become a preacher of the Reformation. Calvin emphasized the power of God over humanity; God demanded obedience, and the distance between God and the individual was mediated by Christ. The only solution to anxiety over unpredictability of human existence lay in unshakable faith in God. With Calvin, the doctrine of predestination became the centerpiece of Protestant theology. Calvinists became militant Protestants capable of ruling their town or city with the same will used to control their passions. Like Luther, Calvin stressed that Christians should obey political authority. However, Calvinists cared more for religion. Calvinism could produce stern men or women willing to suppress vice, or revolutionaries willing to defy anyone perceived to be in violation of God’s laws. Obedience to Christian law became the dominating principle of Calvin’s life. After Calvin’s flight from Paris, he sought safety in Geneva. There he established a church. Switzerland was a logical choice, its cities were in revolt against Catholicism. The French-born reformer Guillaume Farel encouraged Calvin to stay with him to continue the work of the Reformation. After many setbacks, Calvin emerged as the most dynamic agent of reform in the city. Until his death in 1564, Geneva dominated his life. Calvin established an unofficial theocracy, where the elders regulated life. These elders imposed strict discipline on everything, which contributed to Geneva’s prosperity. Geneva became the new center of international Protestantism. Calvin opposed any recourse to violence and supported the authority of magistrates. Yet when monarchy became their persecutor, his followers became the first to publish cogent arguments for opposition to monarchy and eventually for political revolution. In France and the Netherlands, Calvinism became a revolutionary ideology, complete with an underground organization. Although Protestantism was illegal in France after 1534, its persecution was halfhearted. The Calvinist minority there, the Huguenots, became an organized underground movement. By 1559, Protestants there were organized enough to challenge the monarchy. Because of France’s ties to Catholic Spain, the Protestant appeals went unheeded, and civil war erupted in 1562. In 1572, an effort at conciliation through the marriage of a Protestant leader into the royal family failed when the queen mother, Catherine de’ Medici murdered the Protestant wedding guests. Over the next week, thousands of them died. These murders are known as the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, and they inspired the pope to have a Mass said in thanksgiving for a victory. After 30 years of fighting, victory barely wen to Catholicism. Henry Navarre, the bridegroom who escaped death became king, but only he converted to Catholicism. In 1598, he issued the edict of Nantes, which attempted to institutionalize a degree of religious toleration. In the 17th century, the successors of Henry IV weakened and in 1685 revoked the edict. In England, Henry VIII (1509-1547) removed the English church from the jurisdiction of the papacy because the pope refused to annul his marriage. The English Reformation began as a political act, but became intensely religious and Protestant. When Henry VIII decided he wanted a divorce from the Spanish princess Catherine of Aragon, in 1527-28, the pope ignored his request. As the pope stalled, Henry grew more desperate, he needed a male heir, and thought that the failure to produce was his wife’s. So he wanted Anne Boleyn. But Spain’s power over the papacy, symbolized by Charles V’s army that sacked Rome in 1525, ensured that Henry would not get a divorce. Henry arranged to get a divorce by severing England from the church. To do so, he had to call Parliament. Beginning in 1529, Henry convinced both of Parliament’s houses to accept his Reformation, and in 1534, he declared himself supreme head of the Church of England. In 1536, he dissolved monasteries and seized their property. By involving Parliament and the gentry, Henry turned the Reformation into a national movement. In the 11 years after Henry’s death in 1547, there were three monarchs. Edward VI, a Protestant, who reigned from 1547-1553. Then came Mary (1553-1558), Queen of Scots,  the daughter of Henry and Catherine of Aragon. With the remaining Catholic minority in England, Mary, a devout Catholic, persecuted Protestants severely. By the 1558 succession of Elizabeth I, Henry’s second daughter by Anne, England was a Protestant country again. The English church differed little from Catholicism. Despite these issues raised by Puritans (Calvinists), Elizabeth’s reign was characterized by a heightened sense of national identity and by the persecution of Catholics. At the same time, Calvinism flourished in Scotland. In Spain and Italy, where the Inquisition was powerful, the Reformation never took place. In Hungary, warfare between Christians and Turks led to the collapse of the nobility, 3/4ths of whom were killed in one battle in 1526. The weakness of Austrian Hapsburg created a power vacuum into which the Reformation rushed. Protestantism never really took hold in the rest of eastern Europe. Most Protestant reformers supported the local government. Radicals and Anabaptists popped up. By the late 16th century, most movements had gone underground. 


