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During the reign of Philip II, a Calvinist minority challenged Spanish power. In the 1560’s the Spanish tried to import the Inquisition there and sent a huge army there. The once loyal subjects turned against Spain. Led by William the Silent, head of Orange, the seven north provinces joined in the Union of Utrecht (1579). Their resistance eventually produced success for the northern colonies. By 1609, seven of the provinces were free from Spain and were tied together under a republic. 17th century Netherlands became a prosperous bourgeois state. The merchants traded everything and ruled their cities with pride. By the early 17th century, they practiced the most innovative techniques in Europe. Capitalism and Protestantism fused to do the work of princes; the Dutch state emerged without a monarchy, and in opposition to it. The oligarchs favored a republic without a single head, ruled by them through the Estates General. The others wanted the head of the House of Orange to act as a limited monarch in a republican state. These tensions prevented the Dutch from forming a republican government that could have rivaled the English. Calvinism provided the ideology of revolution and national identity. Capital created a cultural milieu in the Dutch urban centers. Wide toleration without censorship made the Dutch book trade the most vital in Europe up to the French Revolution. The Germans failed to achieve national unity. This led to antagonism toward the other powerful European states. The German noble princes were fiercely independent. The Holy Roman Empire in the reigns of Maximilian I (1493-1519) and Charles V (1519-1556) might have achieved cohesion. Certainly, war required the creation of a large army and taxation. Both could have worked to the benefit of an imperial power. But the Reformation aided independence. It destroyed the last hope of Hapsburg domination and German unity. In the 1520’s, when Charles V could have crushed Lutheranism, he war at war with France over northern Italy. Then he had to make war against the Turks. Not until the 1540’s could he attack the Lutheran princes. By then, they had solidified their position and united in the Schmalkaldic League. In 1551, France entered the war on the Protestant side, and Charles fled. When Charles abdicated in 1556, he divided the kingdom between his son Philip and his brother Ferdinand. Ferdinand inherited the Austrian territories. The power of the Hapsburgs was checked only by their uncertain authority over the Holy Roman Empire. Throughout the 16th century, they barely managed to control these German territories. Protestantism and the provinciality of the nobility continued to prevent the creation of a German state. The Austrian emperors never missed a chance to further the Counter Reformation. When Archduke Ferdinand II ascended the throne in Vienna in 1619, he made Catholic policies that provoked the Thirty Years War (1618-1648). The war began when the Bohemians attempted to put a Protestant king on their throne. The Hapsburgs responded by sending an army into Bohemia, and suddenly the whole empire was forced to take sides along religious lines. The Bohemian nobility failed to rally the masses, and the emperor won. The Hapsburg army sacked and burned 3/4ths of each kingdom’s towns, and exterminated its aristocracy. The intervention of Lutheran Sweden, led by Gustavus Adolphus and encouraged by France, wrecked their ambitions. The ensuing conflict devastated northern and central Europe. Partly because the French intervened, the Hapsburgs emerged from the Thirty Years’ War with no benefits. At the treaty of Westphalia (1648), their Austrian cousins reaffirmed their right to govern Austria, with Vienna as their capital. Germany remained divided. 


