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Marx said that under capitalism, workers would only know poverty. They had horrible conditions and low pay. They were forced to send their children into the factories. Capitalism also produced poverty of the human spirit. The factory worker was reduced to a laboring beast. Unlike the artisans, factory workers found no pleasure and took no pride in their work. Marx said that work should be a source of fulfillment for people. It should enable people to affirm their personalities and develop themselves. Capitalism alienated people from their work and from one another. Marx said that capitalism dehumanized capitalists also. They abused workers and each other because of greed. Marx’s view of the individual owed much to the Western humanist tradition. By reducing people to commodities, capitalism thwarted the realization of this humanist vision. Marx believed that the capitalist control of the economy and government would not last. From the ruins of a dead capitalist society, a new socioeconomic system, socialism, would emerge. He predicted how capitalism would be destroyed. The horrible conditions of work would increase the workers’ misery and their hatred of capitalists. Small business-people would sink into the ranks of the working class, greatly expanding its numbers. The monopoly of capital by the few would become a brake on the productive process. The workers would revolt. He said that revolution is necessary because the revolutionaries rid themselves of the accumulated rubbish of the past and become capable of reconstructing society. They would confiscate the property of the capitalists, abolish private property, place the means of a production in the workers’ hands, and organize a new society. Marx didn’t say much about the new society. There would be no difference between classes. Since there would be no exploiters, there would be no need for a state, which was an instrument for maintaining and protecting the power of the upper class. The production of goods would be carried out through the community. A revolutionary change in the conditions of life would produce a radical change of the human being. People would become better morally. Individuals would become truly communal and truly free beings-they would become truly human. 





Marxism had appeal for many. Far from being a scientific system, however, Marxism had the features of a religious myth. Ultimately, faith, not science, assures the triumph of the proletariat and the redemption of humanity. The writings of Marx became official dogma for the faithful. Marx’s influence grew during the second wave of industrialization at the end of the 19th century, when class bitterness got worse. The emphasis Marx placed on economic forces has broadened the views of historians. Marx’s theory of class conflict has provided social scientists with a useful tool. On the political level, there were the socialists who pressed for reform and the communists, which came to power through revolution. Critics point out weaknesses in Marxism. The rigid Marxist is at a disadvantage. Economic forces alone will not explain history. They don’t work in trying to account for the emergence of modern nationalism, whose appeal rested on emotional needs. Many of Marx’s predictions have not materialized. Workers did not become the oppressed that he thought. Western workers improved their lives considerably. The tremendous growth of a middle class of professionals belies Marx’s prediction that capitalist society would be polarized. Marx believed that revolutions would break out in the advanced industrial lands. But they have happened in underdeveloped agricultural states. The state in communist lands grew more centralized, powerful, and oppressive. In no country where communist revolutionaries seized power have people achieved the liberty that Marx desired. The collapse of communist regimes proves Marx wrong. 


