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	The Hellenistic Age lasted from the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC to when the last Hellenistic state, Egypt, fell to Rome. With the coming of the Hellenistic Age, kingdoms eclipsed the polis in power and importance. Cities still retained a large measure of autonomy in domestic affairs, but they had lost their freedom of action in foreign affairs. The Greeks’ encounters with the different peoples and cultures of the Near East widened the Greeks’ horizon, and weakened their ties to their native cities. Because of these changes, the individual had to define a relationship not to the narrow, parochial society of the polis, but to the larger world. They had to fashion a conception of a community that would be more comprehensive that the parochial polis. Hellenistic philosophers struggled with these problems of alienation and community. They sought to give their people an inner strength. Freedom from emotional stress was the avenue to the good life. This tendency of people to withdraw into themselves and seek emotional comfort helped spread Christianity in the Greco-Roman Age. In the Hellenistic Age, the intermingling of Greeks and peoples of the Near East caused a shift in focus from the city to the inhabited world. By uniting the diverse nationalities of the Mediterranean world under one rule, Rome gave political expression to the Hellenistic philosophers’ longing for a world community. After the assassination of Philip in 336 BC, Alexander took over. Alexander inherited from Philip an overriding policy of state: the invasion of Persia. With an army of 35,000, Alexander invaded Asia Minor in 334 BC. He crushed the Persian navy, and moved on into Egypt. In 331 BC, after destroying the Persian fleet, he conquered Mesopotamia, and burned Persepolis, in revenge for Xerxes’ burning of Athens more than 150 years earlier. He pushed into northern India (Bactria), and defeated the king there in a costly battle. He intended to go further, but his troops, exhausted and in a strange land, resisted. In 324 BC, Alexander returned to Babylon. Alexander helped implement the transformation of tying the East and the West together, by wedding a Persian, and ordering his troops to marry orientals, and incorporating Persian youths into his army. Although Alexander never united all the peoples into a world-state, his career pushed the world in a new direction, toward a fusion of disparate peoples and the intermingling of cultural traditions. 


