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The Hebrews originated in Mesopotamia, and migrated to Palestine. The Hebrew patriarchs were chieftains of seminomadic clans that roamed Palestine. Some Hebrews journeyed to Egypt to become farmers, but eventually became forced laborers. In the early 1300’s BCE, Moses made them into a nation during their wanderings in the Sinai wilderness. When the Israelites returned to Palestine, they conquered all the peoples who lived there, which took many generations. They followed a tribal confederation, until a threat by the Philistines in the 11th century BCE led the Israelites to make a kingship. During the time of this crisis, Saul and his successor David, the Israelite kings beat back the Philistines. The creation of the kingdom was possible because of the declining power in the other great empires. Solomon’s kingdom traded with Egypt, the Hittite empire, and particularly Tyre. Solomon built the Beit HaMikdash in Jerusalem in honor to G-d. New cities were built, Jerusalem grew larger, they used iron tipped plows, which increased agriculture, which led to a population increase. Under Solomon, ancient Israel was at the height of its power. However, opposition to his taxes and favored treatment to the kingdom of Judah, the kingdom split after his death. In 722 BCE, Israel fell to the Assyrians, who deported them to other parts of their empire, and brought other peoples in. In 586 BCE, the Chaldeans sacked Jerusalem, and destroyed the Beit HaMikdash, and deported thousands of Israelites to other kingdoms. However, the Hebrews survived. When the Persians conquered the Chaldeans, King Cyrus in 538 BCE, allowed the Hebrews to return to Israel, and to rebuild the temple. In the late 4th century, Alexander the Great conquered the Near East, Israel included. After his death, Palestine was seized by the Ptolemies of Egypt, but in 198 BCE, a Seleucid king (Syrian) defeated the Egyptians. His son was insensitive to Jewish laws, and forbade them. A revolt was held, and the Jews retook control of  Jerusalem (Chanukah).  The Old Testament describes an ancient people’s effort to comprehend the ways of G-d. 


