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	During the period of Mesopotamian civilization, the people of another river valley started their way toward civilization. The Egyptians developed their civilization in the fertile valley of the Nile. Without this mighty river, (which flows more than 4,000 miles) Egypt would be a desert. When the Nile overflowed, the floodwaters deposited a layer of fertile black earth, which, when cultivated, provided enough food to support the Egyptians. The Egyptians learned how to control the river too. Nature favored Egypt in a number of ways, and the Nile also provided an excellent transportation link between Upper and Lower Egypt. Natural barriers protected Egypt from attack. Natural resources abounded. Hence, unlike the Mesopotamians, Egyptians derived a sense of security from their environment. About 2900 BC, a ruler of Upper Egypt conquered lower Egypt. By 2686 BC, the pyramids were being built. During the Pyramid Age, or Old Kingdom (2686-2181), the essential forms of Egyptian civilization crystallized. The Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was a man and a god; he was an absolute ruler of the land and held his court at the city of Memphis. They regarded the pharaoh as a benevolent man. They expected that when the pharaoh died, he would join his fellow gods, and help his living subjects. In time, nobles began to gain status and wealth, and undermine the pharaoh’s authority. This, and the enormous expenditure of human and material resources from building the pyramids led to the decline of the Old Kingdom. From 2181-2040 BC, (The First Intermediate Period) rival families competed for the throne, throwing the country into civil war, and the collapse of central authority. During the Middle Kingdom, (2040-1786) strong kings reasserted the pharaonic rule, and reunited Egypt. Pharaohs extended control south over Nubia, which became a source of gold. A trade was carried on with Palestine, Syria, and Crete. About 1800 BC, central authority weakened. During the Second Intermediate Period (1786-1570 BC), the nobles regained power, the Nubians broke away from Egyptian control, and the Hyksos invaded Egypt. The environment might have shielded them somewhat, but the Hyksos had body armor and chariots. The Hyksos dominated Egypt for about a century. The Egyptians drove the Hyksos out in 1570 BC. The New Kingdom (1570-1085 BC) began. 





Religion: Religion was omnipresent in Egyptian life, and accounted for the outstanding achievements of Egypt. Religious beliefs were the basis of medicine, art, astronomy, government, and literature. The great pyramids were based on religion. The pharaoh was a monarch who served as an intermediary between the gods and the humans. Justice was conceived in religious terms. The Egyptians developed an ethical code. Egyptian polytheism took on many forms, including the worship of animals. They believed that the universe was alive with divinities. In the heavens the Egyptians found answers to the great problems of human existence. Through the tombs, the Egyptians showed their yearning for eternity, and their desire to overcome death. 





Divine Kingship: As kingship was divine, not a manmade institution, it was expected to last for eternity. The Egyptians rejoiced in the rule of an all powerful king who controlled the Nile. They believed that divine kingship was the only acceptable political arrangement. The power of the pharaoh extended to all sectors of society. Foreign trade was a state monopoly. The pharaoh oversaw everything. Egyptian rulers believed that they had to render justice. Egyptians derived a sense of security from divine kingship. It meant that they were in harmony with the cosmos. 





Science & Mathematics: The Egyptians made practical advances in science. They had superb engineering skills, and fashioned an effective system of math, including geometry. The Egyptians developed a calendar by which they could predict the flooding of the Nile. Their calendar was based on the sun. In medicine, the Egyptian doctors were more capable than Mesopotamian ones. 





The New Kingdom and the Decline of Egyptian Civilization: After throwing the Hyksos out, the war gave rise to an intense militancy which founded expression in empire building. Military-minded pharaohs conquered as far as the Euphrates river. Conquests led to the expansion of bureaucracy, the rise of a professional army, and the power of priests. The formation of the empire ended Egyptian isolation. Amenhotep IV sought to change the religion to monotheism. Late in the 13th century BC, Libyans attacked Egypt, and along with raiders from the Aegean Sea, Egypt weakened, and became under the rule of others. 


