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In the first half of the 19th century in the Austrian empire, the Germans, making up less than a 1/4th of it, were the dominant group. But other nationalities were experiencing national self-awareness. Poets and writers kindled pride in their native history. In 1848-49, the Hapsburg monarchy extinguished many uprising. Alarmed by these revolutions, the Austrian power structure resolved to resist pressures for political rights by strengthening autocracy and the bureaucracy. German officials took over duties which were formerly local. Austria’s defeats in war cost it its two Italian provinces. The defeat by Prussia also forced it to make concessions to the Magyars, for without a loyal Hungary, the Hapsburg monarchy could suffer. The Settlement of 1867 split the empire into Austria and Hungary. The two had a common ruler, who was the emperor. Hungary gained control of its internal affairs. Foreign affairs and financial ones were handled by a ministry consisting of delegates from both lands. The other nations felt that the German-Magyar domination blocked their own aspirations. Nationality struggles consumed the energies of Austria and Hungary. In both lands, they failed to solve the problem of minorities, which led to the dissolution of the empire during the end of WWI. In Hungary, first they sought to liberate their nation from German domination. Then they tried to impose Magyar culture on others. Those who learned the language were Hungarians and could participate equally in society. Those who didn’t were viewed as traitors and faced severe penalties. The government suppressed the non-Magyar peoples. But nationality movements within Hungary constituted less of a threat to the preservation of the empire than did Magyar nationalism itself. The Independence party began to demand an end to the link with Austria. The Austrian population was made up of Germans (1/3rd) and Slavs (2/3rd). In Austria, students were usually taught in their mother tongues. The state acknowledged the equal right of all the country’s languages. But the Germans thought themselves better than the Slavs. Neither the Germans or Magyars would allow the Czechs and Slavs the control that the Magyars had. The most serious conflict occurred in Bohemia between the Germans and the Czechs. The Czechs were the best learned and industrial people in the empire. The emergence of institutions stimulated a national consciousness. The Germans deemed it ridiculous that Czech be placed on an equal level with the German tongue. The Czechs wanted autonomy. There were protests and demonstrations. The clash grew uglier in 1897 when the new prime minister required officials in Bohemia to speak Czech and German. This was easy for the Czechs, but not for the Germans. Riots broke out, and the minister was dismissed. The reform was eventually dropped. The problem of the South Slavs was different. In Serbia, the South Slavs had a foreign state to encourage their nationalist hopes. They dreamed of extending their rule over the Slavs in Austria-Hungary. The Hapsburg monarchy viewed this as a threat. This conflict was to trigger WWI. Could unity keep the empire together? A restructured state with equality might have eased pressures. At the end of WWI, the empire was fractured into states based on nationality.


