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The Avignon popes were often competent, and tried to bolster papal power. They tightened their hold over church administration and substantially increased papal income. Pope Gregory XI returned the papacy to Rome in 1377, ending the Babylonian Captivity. Elected in 1378, Urban VI displayed tactlessness by abusing and imprisoning cardinals. The cardinals declared his election was invalid and elected Clement VII as the new pope. Urban refused to step down and excommunicated Clement, who did the same. Urban ruled from Rome and Clement from Avignon. Prominent churchmen urged the meeting of the Council of Pisa to end the schism, which obstructed the papacy from performing its duties. Held in 1409, it deposed both Urban and Clement and elected a new pope. Since neither deposed recognized the council’s decision, there were now three popes. A new council was called at Constance in 1414. In the struggle that went on, all of the popes either abdicated or was deposed. In 1417, the schism ended. During the first half of the 15th century, church councils met at Pisa, Constance, and Basel in order to end the schism. The Conciliar Movement tried to transform the papacy into a constitutional system, in which the pope’s power would be regulated by a general council. The Movement came to a failure when the Emperor and French king withdrew their support. In 1460, Pope Pius II condemned the Movement as heretical. The papacy often neglected its responsibilities by being embroiled in politics. Many Christians longed for a religious renewal, but the papacy did not hear this cry for reform. The papacy’s failure to provide creative leadership made possible the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. By splitting, the Reformation destroyed forever the vision of a Christian world commonwealth guided by the pope. 


