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The Frankish tribes expanded into Roman territory from the Rhine River valley in the 4th-5th centuries. The ruler Clovis united the Franks and conquered most of Gaul. In 496, he converted to Christianity. This was an event of great significance. A number of other German kings had adopted the Arian form of Christianity, which the church declared heretical. By embracing Christianity, the Franks became a potential ally of the papacy. After his death in 511, the Franks suffered hard times. His kingdom was divided, and the Merovingian rulers engaged in warfare. In the 7th century, the Merovingian rulers became ineffective and lost much of their power to landowners. The real ruler of the realm was the king’s chief officer, the mayor of the palace. One of these, Pepin II of Heristal (687-714) became ruler of Frankland. He was the founder of the Carolingian dynasty. His sun, Charles Martel served as mayor from 717 to 741 succeeded him. He subdued nobles and tribes, thus strengthening Carolingian rule. Arabs and Berbers from North Africa, who had conquered Spain in the early 8th century, crossed the Pyrenees into Gaul and advanced northward. At the battle of Tours in 732, the Franks defeated the Muslims. Although the Muslims continued to occupy the Iberian peninsula, they would advance no farther. Martel was succeeded by his son, Pepin the Short, who in 751 got rid of the last Merovingian king. Pepin was crowned king by Boniface, a prominent bishop. Originally a Benedictine, Boniface had been instrumental in converting Germans to Christianity. In approving Pepin’s r
