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Why did industrialization begin in western Europe? From 15th to 18th century, Europe had wealth, and it was spread out. Increased population, and production of handicrafts provided the foundations for the expansion of trade. This resulted from an aggressive search for new markets. It was built on capitalism. Thus, the resources of the other continents fueled Europe’s wealth. In the early modern period, the states that had centralized power competed in ways that contributed to economic expansion. These states promoted industries for manufacturing and commerce for taxes. The growth in commerce nurtured an expanded economy, in which many levels of society took part. This growth freed much of European labor. 





In 1800, Europe had 190 million people; by 1850, 260; by 1914, it had 460, and 200 more settled throughout the world. Population growth might have brought bad things, but despite bad signs, major changes were taking place in agriculture: a “green revolution” of crops and new ways of utilizing land and labor. These changes were enough to feed the population. The population expanded because of more efficient agriculture and better food distribution, which meant less deaths and more births. Women married at younger ages, which was a sign of greater prosperity among farmers. Population growth, agricultural productivity, and improved nutrition are causes and results of aspects of industrialization. By the 18th century, farming was a capitalist enterprise. Peasants freed from serfdom joined the ranks of wage laborers-farming for the market. Undeveloped land was developed, and common land was claimed as private property. This process (enclosure) took place over most of Europe. Enclosure and the new agricultural trends displaced farmers, who moved to urban areas, or emigrated to America or Australia. The application of machines to farming wouldn’t happen until the end of the 19th century. By the middle of the 19th century, the application of technology to farming brought steel plows, improved reapers, horse-drawn rakes, and threshers. These changes increased efficiency and production. 








