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The Hellenistic Age saw a great outpouring of literary works. One scholar-poet urged poets to write short, finely crafted poems instead of composing on a grand scale. Hellenistic art, like Hellenistic philosophy, expressed a heightened awareness of the individual. Whereas Hellenic sculpture aimed to depict ideal beauty, Hellenistic sculpture, moving from idealism to realism, captured individual character and expression, often of ordinary people. During the Hellenistic Age, Greek scientific achievement reached its height. When Alexander invaded Asia Minor, he brought along surveyors, engineers, scientists, and historians, who continued with him into Asia. The vast amount of data stimulated an outburst of activity. Hellenistic scientists preserved and expanded the tradition of science developed in the Hellenic age. They attempted a ration analysis of nature. Although Alexandria was the principal center of scientific research, Athens still retained some of its former luster in this area. After Aristotle died in 322 BC, he was succeeded by Theophrastus, and then by Strato. Strato is famous for his study in physics. Alexandria attracted leading scholars and superseded Athens in scientific investigation because of its library and museum. Alexandrian doctors advanced medical skills. They improved surgical instruments and techniques and, by dissecting bodies, added to anatomical knowledge. Their investigations advanced knowledge of anatomy and physiology ito a level that was not significantly improved until the 16th century AD. 18 centuries before Copernicus, an Alexandrian astronomer said that the sun was the center of the universe, that the planets revolved around it, and that the stars were situated at great distances from the earth. Euclid, creatively synthesized earlier developments. Alexander’s expeditions had opened the eyes of Mediterranean peoples to the breadth of the earth and had stimulated explorations and geographical research. Erastosthenes divided the planet into climatic zones, declared that the oceans are joined, and measured the earth’s circumference. Archimedes of Syracuse was a mathematician, a physicist, and an ingenious inventor. He invented war engines. He established the general principles of hydrostatics, a branch of physics that treats the pressure and equilibrium of liquids at rest. 


