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German racial nationalists singled out Jews as the worst and an enemy. Anti-Semitism is a striking example of the perennial appeal, power, and danger of mythical thinking-of elevating to the level of objective truth ideas that have no basis in fact but provide all-encompassing, emotionally satisfying explanations of life and history. By making Jews evil, it confirmed Sorel’s view: that people are moved and united by myths that offer simple, clear, and emotionally gratifying resolutions to the complexities of the modern world. The radical right saw Jew-hatred as a formula for uniting all classes-a condition for destroying liberal democracy. In 1886, Edouard Drumont published Jewish France, which argued that the inferior Jews had gained control of France. The book sold well. Drumont blamed the Jews for everything. Romania barred Jews from office and voting, and limited them. The government even financed an international congress of anti-Semites, which met in Bucharest in 1886. Russia placed quotas on Jews, and they were confined. Jews were expelled from Moscow. Between 1903 and 1906, pogroms broke out in 690 towns. In many lands, Jews were put on trial for the old libel of ritual murder. In Germany and Austria, hatred of the Jews developed into a systematic body of beliefs. German conservatives fanned the flames of anti-Semitism to win the masses over to conservative causes. The Christian Social Workers’ party, founded in 1878 by Adolf Stocker, a Protestant preacher, engaged in anti-Semitic agitation to recruit the lower bourgeoisie to the cause of the church and Prussian monarchy. In Austria, Karl Lueger exploited anti-Semitism to win elections. Anti-Semitism stirred nationalist feelings in Jews. Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) wrote the Jews State (1896), in which he argued that the creation of a Jewish state was the best solution to the Jews question. In 1897, in Switzerland, the first Zionist World Congress called for the establishment of a state in Palestine, which was under Turkish control. In the 19th century, Jews gained legal equality in most lands. Motivated by the desire to prove their worth, they achieved success. Most European Jews were poor. But the anti-Semites only saw “Jews manipulation.” The Jews who were members of the commercial classes gravitated toward liberalism. Jews became targets for conservatives and Volkish thinkers. In their minds, Jews were foreign intruders who could never be loyal to the fatherland. The myth of a Jewish world conspiracy found its culminating expression in the forgery, the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. It was written in France in the 1890s by an author in the service of the Russian secret police. Published in 1903, it was widely distributed after WWI and believed. Racial nationalism, a major element in 19th century life, attacked the Enlightenment. It denied equality, toleration, dismissed the idea of the oneness of humanity, and made myth and superstition vital forces in political life. They distorted reason to demonize a people to justify persecution. 


