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Napoleon’s power and popularity rested on the sword. He realized Louis XIV’s dream of French mastery of Europe. From 1805-1807, he defeated Austria, Prussia, and Russia. Napoleon was guided by general principles of his art of war. He liked offensive and rapid tactics. Warfare required mastering every detail. Surprise and speed were essential in Napoleonic warfare. Napoleon tried to deceive his opponents by providing false information, multiple attacks, and more surprises. He arrived at battlefields early by eliminating supply convoys and living off the countryside. His men drove 50 miles in 36 hours. In 1805, 275 miles in 23 days. His campaigns anticipated blitzkrieg. Divide and conquer. He would divide and flank, then break a hole in the defensive line and exploit it. Napoleon tried to annihilate the army. By sharing danger with his men, he gained their admiration. He inspired his men by appealing to their vanity, honor, and love of France. Napoleon’s greatness lay in his ability to implement and coordinate the theories of earlier strategists. He could convert these theories to victories. Napoleon inherited the post-revolutionary French state, and what came with it, like la patrie. 





By 1810, he controlled Europe excepting the Balkan Peninsula. Those states not conquered by Napoleon were like vassals for him. Napoleon formed the confederation of the Rhine in 1806. Its 16 members were subservient to the emperor, as were the 19 of the Swiss confederation. The Grand Duchy of Warsaw in 1807 was placed under the rule of the king of Saxony, one of Napoleon’s vassals. Finally, the Grand Empire included French allies-Austria, Prussia, Russia, Sweden, and Denmark. Napoleon extended the reforms of the revolution to other lands. His officials instituted the code of Napoléon, organized a civil service, abolished feudalism and manorialism, opened careers to talent, equalized taxes, promoted freedom of religion, permitted civil marriage, and pressed civil rights for Jews. They abolished guilds, introduced a the System International (SI), built roads, promoted education, and health. The diffusion of the revolutionary institutions weakened the old regimes in much of Europe. Napoleon had a double purpose in these reforms: 1. Promoting administrative efficiency 2. Winning the support of conquered peoples. Many Europeans saw him as a liberator. However, he turned conquered lands into satellite kingdoms and exploited them for the benefit of France. The states and territories were to provide recruits for his army and taxes for his treasury. His opponents faced enslavement and execution. These methods of exploitation and repression increased hatred for Napoleon and French rule. Subject peoples came to view Napoleon as a tyrant ready for his downfall. 


