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The Hebrew view of G-d evolved through the history and experiences of the Hebrew people. In the beginning, the Hebrews were probably not monotheists, but, after their stay in Egypt during the period of Aten, Moses was probably influenced by this, and proclaimed monotheism. It was only till later that the Hebrews denied the existence of any other gods in the world. The Hebrew’s monotheism marked a big leap with Near Eastern religious thought. The Hebrew’s G-d was eternal. He was not born, and did not die. He does not need things that other people will need. He is, G-d. G-d is omniscient. He sees everything, and is above everything. The Hebrews also abolished myths. By asserting that G-d was one, sovereign, transcendent, omniscient, and good, the Hebrews effected a religious revolution that separated them entirely from the world-view held by the other peoples of the ancient Near East. The Hebrews regarded G-d with awe and humility, respect and fear, but still asserted themselves somewhat. They believed in the self. By devotion to G-d, the Hebrews asserted the dignity and autonomy of the human beings. Thus, the Hebrews conceived the idea of moral freedom, that each individual is responsible for his or her own actions. These concepts of human dignity and moral autonomy, which Chr-stianity inherited, are at the core of the Western tradition. 


