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The king of Prussia was emperor of Germany. Bismarck shaped Germany. His constitution wasn’t liberal, though it granted suffrage to all men and allowed the Reichstag (lower house) to discuss all topics. The government was federal, the states had some powers, but foreign affairs were in the hands of the emperor and chancellor. Aristocrats staffed the high positions. The kaiser had control of most things. The Reichstag’s control over Bismarck was the refusal to pass the budget, which was an extreme measure. Only the emperor could remove the chancellor from office. Bismarck believed that political parties couldn’t make policy, and weakened liberal and democratic elements. Bismarck began to persecute Catholics because they didn’t place in the interests of Germany. The Kulturkampf (struggle for culture) were laws in 1873 that tried to subject church to state. They required state supervision of churches and training of priests. Churchmen who refused were exiled or imprisoned. Persecution strengthened the Catholics. With the succession of Leo XIII to the papacy in 1878, Bismarck opened negotiations with the church. Bismarck attacked socialists in the late 1870s. Ferdinand Lassalle (1825-1864) formed a German Workers’ Association, which he hoped would join patriotism to unionism. Marx and his followers scoffed at the program. They opposed attempts to get support. But, there were more Lassalleans, so in 1875 they joined to form a German socialist party. In 1878, when two attempts were made on the emperor’s life, Bismarck demanded that the socialists be suppressed. All they wanted to do was get civil liberties and democracy. Special legislation outlawed subversive organizations and authorized police to ban meetings and newspapers. The Social Democratic party survived and grew stronger as the liberals grew weaker. Bismarck tried to win the workers with social legislation. He was disturbed by industrialization. Germany was the first state to enact social security and insurances. Many people called this state socialism. Still, the German working class supported the Social Democratic party. On the eve of WWI, there were 3 million members. When Kaiser William II (1889-1918) ascended the throne, Germany was the largest and most powerful state. Although heavy industries were developing, many small firms were operating as well, and unions arose to deal with the monopolies. The population rose 1/3rd in 20 years and the work force almost doubled. The conflicts between sources of power and the new industries contributed to social dissatisfaction. The constitution was a mix of aristocratic Prussians and democratic male suffrage, which was manipulated. Bismarck maneuvers undermined the development of a parliamentary government. The voting populace couldn’t vote for people in high positions. The political leaders called for revolution but worked to win measures that would improve everyday life. 





Italians expected greatness, but faced problems. It was split by religion. Liberals and republicans also wanted a secular state. Also, Italy had a tradition of separate and rival states. Few Italians could participate in the constitutional monarchy even after the reforms of 1881, which tripled the electorate. Among Italian workers, cynicism about the government was so great that many turned to radical movements. Disgust with government led workers to believe that direct action would gain more elections. Italian peasants in the south were isolated from modernization that their old traditions persisted. They saw few signs of the new state except taxes and conscription. The ruling elite brushed aside the social and economic problems, and concentrated on nationalism and foreign policy. They presented Italy’s scramble for territories as the solution to all its ills. Exploiting others would pay for reforms, and raw materials would fuel industrialization. None of these promises came true, which didn’t help the people. Before WWI, Italy was divided politically. They declared neutrality because they didn’t want to risk their regime by entering war, but the appeals of expansionism were too great for them to maintain this policy. 


