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After the tsar was overthrown, a liberal government took power, but there was chaos. Marxist Bolsheviks established a communist dictatorship in October 1917. This showed that government without support could not survive. Russia was different from Europe. Its leaders were always worried about invasion and internal breakup. Large distances in a bad climate, poor communications, and diversity held together made Russia backward. Although the tsarist government had tried to copy the West, it went conservative after Napoleon’s defeat. Many returning Russian officers wondered why Russia could not be civilized like the rest of the world, and turned revolutionary. Fear of revolution determined the character of the tsars afterward. Nicholas I (1825-55)declared an ideology of Russian superiority, called official nationality. People were taught to believe the Russian church, the rule of the tsar, and their culture was the best. Nicholas I created the Third Section, a secret agency of police spies. His ideal was a country run by the monarch. In the Crimean War (1854-56), the Russian were defeated by the British and French on their own soil. Nicholas died and Alexander II (1855-81) took over. He wanted to preserve autocratic rule, but he wanted to make Russia strong like the West. He emancipated the serfs in 1861, but they were still tied to their land. Other reforms were made also. Alexander reopened the borders with Europe. The business-people conformed with the West. Railroads were constructed. Russian thought and literature rose. Autocracy still restrained them. Liberals were thwarted by censorship and the police. Fanatics arose and in 1881, they assassinated Alexander II. The underground continued, soon led by Marxists. Alexander III (1881-94) was like Nicholas I. In 1891 he ordered the construction of the Trans-Siberian railroad. Forced industrialization brought danger. It propelled the country into hated ways of life, created a discontented new class of workers, and impoverished agriculture. It promoted mobility, literacy, and contact with the West. The revolution of 1905 resulted in the Russo-Japanese War, which the Russians lost. The autocracy survived, but now had a parliament called the Imperial Duma. The new regime, resisted by Nicholas II (1894-1917) was marked by expansion and growth. Still, resentment against government-sponsored modernization was waiting for an opportunity to explode. 


