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After the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, the people of 1789 wished to stop the Revolution. A counterrevolution began, led by nobles, churchmen, and Catholic peasants. The discontent of the sans-culottes (shopkeepers, artisans, wage earners) propelled the Revolution toward radicalism, for they had gained little. They realized that wealth was taking the place of birth, and they saw the bourgeoisie succeeding the aristocracy. They insisted that the government had to guarantee them the right of existence, a right that ran counter to the economic individualism of the bourgeoisie. They demanded higher wages and lower prices. They wanted laws to prevent extremes of wealth. Their ideal was a nation of small shopkeepers and farmers. The men of 1789 wanted equality of rights, but the sans-culottes took that to mean narrowing the gap between the rich and poor. They called for higher taxes on the rich and the redistribution of land. They favored a democratic republic. By 1792, they were demanding equality with the bourgeoisie. 





The Revolution might not have taken a radical turn had France remained at peace. The war that broke out with Austria and Prussia in 1792 worsened things. It was this that caused the Revolution to move to a radical stage, which historians call the Second French Revolution. In June 1791, Louis XVI and the royal family fled to northeast France to join with émigrés (nobles who were organizing a counterrevolutionary army). They were discovered and brought back to Paris as prisoners. The flight of the king turned people away from monarchy and strengthened the radicals who wanted to make a republic. In the Legislative Assembly, the body that succeeded the National Assembly in 10/1791, one group, called the Girondins, urged a war against Austria, which was supporting the émigrés. They believed that a successful war would unite France under them, and they were convinced that Austria war prepared to invade France. They hoped to spread revolutionary reforms to other lands. On 4/20/1792, the Legislative Assembly declared war on Austria. Commanded by the duke of Brunswick, an Austrian and Prussian army crossed into France. French forces could not halt the advance. The duke declared that if the royal family were harmed, he would exact vengeance on the Parisians. On 8/10/1792, Parisians and militia attacked the king’s palace. Like the Great Fear of 1789, rumors spread that nobles were planning to help the duke. Parisians panicked, and massacred 1100 to 1200 prisoners. In 9/1792, the National Convention (successor to Legislative Assembly) abolished the monarchy and established a republic. In 10/1792, Louis was placed on trial, and in 1/1793, was executed for conspiring against the liberty of the French people. His execution intensified tensions between the French and the crowned heads of Europe. All these things confirmed that the Revolution had gone radical. The duke of Brunswick never reached Paris. He was defeated at Valmy on 9/20/1792. By 1793, the French had overrun Belgium (then part of Austria), the Rhineland, and the Sardinian provinces of Nice and Savoy. The National Convention announced that it was waging a crusade against tyranny. The revolutionary ideas frightened the rulers of Europe. By the spring of 1793, they formed an anti-French alliance. Their forces pressed toward the French borders, endangering the republic. In the Vendée in western France, peasants took up arms against the republic. They waged a guerrilla war for their way of life. The republic was unable to control most of the country. 





In June 1793, the Jacobins replaced the Girondins. The Jacobins wanted a strong central government, with Paris as capital. They supported temporary governmental controls to deal with the needs of war and economic crisis. This last point won them the support of the sans-culottes. Jacobin leaders were more willing to listen to the demands of the sans-culottes. They wanted an alliance with them to defend the Revolution against enemies. They were disciplined, and convinced they could save the republic. On 6/2/1793, some 80,000 sans-culottes demanded the arrest of Girondin delegates, which enabled the Jacobins to take control. They Jacobins had a lot of problems. Only strong leadership could save the republic, which was provided by the Committee of Public Safety, which solved the problems. A new constitution, in 1793, expressed Jacobin enthusiasm for political democracy. It contained a new Declaration of Rights. By giving all adult males the right to vote, it overcame sans-culotte objections. However, the threat of invasion and revolts caused the implementation of the new constitution to be postponed, and it was never put into affect. By abolishing slavery and imprisonment for debt, and by making plans for free public education, the Jacobins revealed their humanitarianism. Jacobin economic policies came from war. To halt inflation and gain support of the poor, they decreed the law of maximum, which fixed prices on goods. To win the peasants, they made it easier for them to buy the property of émigré nobles. To equip the army, the Committee of Public Safety requisitioned items from citizens and had factories producing at full capacity. For the war, they drafted unmarried men between 18 and 25. They mobilized resources, and infused the army with a love for the nation. They equipped an army of more than 800,000. The citizen-soldiers won decisive victories, because they were inspired by the ideals which they stood for. In 1794, the French routed the allied forces and had become the master of Belgium. Everywhere, the people were told of the glory won by their soldiers and were reminded of their duties to the nation. The soldiers fought for the nation. Everything is for the nation. Could this sense of patriotism be reconciled with the Declaration of the Rights of Man, whose principles were addressed to all mankind? The revolutionaries did not understand what they were doing. 


