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The Industrial Revolution destroyed the old division of society. The development of industry and commerce caused a development of a bourgeoisie. Usually referred to as the middle classes, the wealthiest bourgeois were bankers, factory and mire owners, and merchants. The middle classes stressed the virtue of work, thrift, ambition, and caution. From the 18th century on, as industry and commerce development, the middle class grew in size. But size did not mean power. The Industrial Revolution had begun in an agrarian society dominated by the aristocracy. Throughout the 18th-19th centuries, the middle classes struggled to end the old divisions. They were able to force radical changes, but its members still functioned in a world that existed long before they had gained power and influence. In the 19th century, the middle class gained much. By the end of the century in Western Europe, they were equal with the aristocrats. While industrialization may have reduced some barriers between the middle and upper classes, it widened the gap between the middle and lower classes. In the first years of the Industrial Revolution, the workers responded to the bad conditions and low wages by destroying machinery and engaging in other acts of violence. As the Industrial Revolution progressed, artisans had to compete with cheap-factory produced goods. They began to downgrade their skills. Urban servants lived in a world apart from the others. They were completely at the mercy of their employers. Servants usually had some education. 


