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Nationalism is a conscious bond shared by a group of people who feel strongly attached to a particular land and who posses things in common. Nationalists content that one’s loyalty should be to the nation. They have pride in their history and feel that they have been chosen by God. They assert that the nation gives meaning to an individual. Like a religion, it provides the individual with a sense of community. Identifying with the nation’s collective achievements enhances feelings of self-worth. Nationalism provided new beliefs, it offered membership in a community, and supplied a mission-the advancement of the nation-to which people could dedicate themselves.





Nationalism emerged during the French Revolution. The Revolution asserted that sovereignty derived from the nation. The state was the embodiment of the people’s will. The state was above all. The French viewed themselves as citizens of a united land, la patrie. These two ideas were crucial in fashioning a nationalist outlook. As the Revolution became radical, French nationalism intensified. The Romantic movement also awakened nationalist feelings. Romantic thinkers instilled a sense of national pride in their compatriots. Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803) conceived the idea of the Volksgeist-the spirit of the people. For Herder, each people was unique. He did not make the jump from a spiritual or cultural nationalism to political nationalism; he did not call for the formation of states based on nationality. But his emphasis on the uniqueness of a people and his assertion that an individual is defined as a member of a specific culture or nation stimulated national consciousness among Germans. The romantics preached German nationalism. They glorified German history. To these romantics, the national community was a force that gave the individual identity and purpose. Most Germans expressed hostility to the French Revolution. They condemned the reforms of the Revolution for trying to reconstruct society by separating people from their past. To the philosophes, the state was a human creation providing legal safeguards. To the romantics, the state was something holy. The state’s purpose was not about rights or freedom, rather, it was a living organism that linked each person to a sacred past, and subordinated the citizen to the state. In the early 1800s, liberals were the principal leaders and supporters of nationalist movements. They viewed the struggle for national rights as an extension of the struggle for the rights of the individual. Their could be no liberty if the people were not free to rule themselves in their own land. Liberals called for the unification of countries. These new states would protect the individual and strive to create a brotherhood of nationalities in Europe. Liberalism emphasized what everyone had in common, and preached toleration. They subverted individual liberty for the sake of national grandeur. Nationalists ignored the individual in favor of the state. Love of nation became an overriding passion, threatening to extinguish the liberal ideas of reason, freedom, and equality. 


