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When the Reformation developed, the papacy was slow to respond. In the first instance, the energy for reform came from ordinary clergy, as well as laypeople. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) was a Spanish reformer trained as a soldier. He sought to fuse humanism with a reformed Catholicism. Founded in 1534, The Society of Jesus, better known as the Jesuits, became the backbone of the Catholic Reformation. The Jesuits combined monasticism with a dedication to preaching. They strove to bypass local corruption, and saw most clearly the fragmentation produced by the Reformation. They saw Protestantism’s flaw in the fact that it also included the possibility of despair for the individual and a life tormented by a fear of inescapable damnation. In response, the Jesuits offered hope: a religious revival based on ceremony, tradition, and the power of the priest to offer forgiveness. They pursued positions as confessors. They even sought to develop a theology that permitted small sins in the service of a just cause. By the 1540’s, the Counter Reformation was under way. The Counter Reformation also turned aggressive and hostile toward Protestants. One of the Catholic church’s main tools was censorship. It would burn books as the church tried to prevent the spread of Protestantism. In 1545, the Council of Trent met to reform and strengthen church. Until the council stopped meeting in 1563, it abolished corrupt practices, and reasserted the church’s power.


