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WC: Chapter 1, Empire Builders (22-27)





	The rise of an Egyptian empire during the New Kingdom was part of a wider development after 1500 BCE-the emergence of international empires. Empire building led to the intermingling of cultures and traditions, and the extension of civilization. 


�Hittites-the Hittites formed in Asia Minor. The Hittites ruled Asia Minor and northern Syria, raided Babylon, and challenged Egypt for control of Syria and Israel. The Hittites wanted to control the trade routes that ran along the Euphrates River into Syria. A Hittite king once sacked Babylon and conquered part of Syria. Shortly after however, the Hittites withdrew from Babylon. In the 1300’s BCE, the Hittite empire reached its peak. The Hittites succeeded because of their well-trained army. Horse-drawn chariots and foot soldiers decimated enemies. The Hittites borrowed cuneiform, legal principles, and literary and art forms from Mesopotamia. Hittite religion was a mix of those in Asia Minor, and the Mesopotamians. They made use of surplus iron. Around 1200 BCE, the Hittite empire collapsed.





Small Nations-During a lull in empire building in the 12th century, a number of small nations in Syria and Palestine asserted their authority. The Phoenicians were the descendants of the Canaanites, settled in today Lebanon. The Phoenicians devised the first alphabet. The Aramaeans, settled in Syria were great caravan traders.





Assyria-In the 9th century BCE, the Assyrians settled in the region around the upper Tigris river. Because of being vulnerable to attack, they emphasized military prowess, excelled in siege weapons, and their soldiers wore armor and wielded iron swords. In the 8th and 7th centuries, the Assyrians conquered Babylonia, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. The Assyrian kings believed that G-d commanded them to conquer. The Assyrian king (also the high priest of the God Ashur) ruled absolutely. The Assyrians resorted to terror and to deportation of troublesome subjects from their home territories to keep their subjects obedient. Despite their ruthlessness, the Assyrians adopted many old traditions. In 612 BCE, their capital city was sacked by the Neo-babylonians. 





The Neo-Babylonian Empire-When the Assyrian empire was destroyed, the Chaldean empire rose. Under Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon was rebuilt. He created the Hanging Gardens for his wife according to the legends.





Persia-After Nebuchadnezzar died, the Chaldean empire was threatened by civil war, and the Persians. Under Cyrus the Great and his son, the Persians conquered all the lands between the Nile and the Indus river. The Persian empire was divided into 20 provinces, each administered by a governor. Persian kings allowed the provincials a large measure of self-rule. They also respected local traditions, as long as taxes were paid. The empire was bound together by one language, Aramaic. Aramaic was based on the Phoenician alphabet. Zoroastrianism, a Persian religion that arose, was named after Zoroaster, who lived in the 6th century, BCE. There was the god of light, and the god of darkness. Zoroastrianism rejected polytheism, and blood sacrifices. People could choose which god to follow. Persia unified the nations of the Near East into a world-state, that would soon confront the city-states of Greece.


