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	In the eastern regions, Byzantine civilization took place, because the east Roman Empire was richer, more urbanized, and more populous, and the Germanic and Hunnish forces were not directed at them. Its religion was Christianity, its culture Greek, and its administration Roman. Its capital was Constantinople, built on the site of Byzantium, on a peninsula in the Straits of Bosporus-the dividing line between Asia and Europe. It was a fortress city situated to resist attacks. Over the centuries, differences developed between the Eastern church and the Roman church. The pope in Roman resisted domination by the Byzantine emperor, and the Byzantines denied the pope’s claim of authority over all Christians. The final break came in 1054. The church split into the Roman Catholic in the west and the Eastern Greek Orthodox in the east, a division that still persists. Political and cultural differences widened this break. Christians refused to recognize the Byzantine emperors as successors to the Roman emperors. In the east, the official language was Greek, in the west, it was Latin. Byzantine emperors were absolute rulers who held that they ruled by divine kingship. They claimed rule to all the lands once part of the Roman Empire, because they were successors to the Roman emperors. The first great Byzantine emperor was Justinian who ruled from 527-565. He relied on the advice of his wife, who was the daughter of a bear trainer in the circus. In a number of crises, his wife gave him the courage to act decisively. His most famous achievement was the appointment of a commission of scholars to collect and codify Rome’s ancient laws and the commentaries of learned jurists. The result is known as the Corpus Juris Civilis, which became Byzantium’s official body of law. In the 12th century, it was gradually reintroduced into western Europe, where it became the basis of common law in many European lands. During his reign, Byzantine forces retook North Africa from the Vandals, part of southern Spain from the Visigoths, and Italy from the Ostrogoths, establishing a western capital at Ravenna. Besides draining the treasury, the wars led to the neglect of defenses in the Balkan Peninsula and Near East. The Balkans were invaded by Slavic tribes from the Black Sea region and by Avars and Bulgars, originally from central Asia; Syria was ravaged by the Persians. The Germanic Lombards, who moved into northern Italy in the late 6th century, conquered what the Byzantines had just recaptured from the Ostrogoths. In the early 7th century, the Persians seized the Byzantine provinces of Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. In an all-out effort, Emperor Heraclius (610-641) regained the provinces, and in 627 crushed the Persians near the ruins of Ninveh. But the Empire had become vulnerable to the Arabs, who had moved swiftly out of the Arabian Desert seeking to propagate their new faith. By 642, the Arabs had recaptured Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, and by the beginning of the 8th century, they took North Africa. Near the end of the 7th century, and in 717, the Muslims besieged Constantinople. If the Arabs had managed to take Constantinople, they would have conquered most of Europe. However, after this defeat, Islamic armies mainly concentrated their conquests outside Europe. From the late 9th to early 11th century, the Byzantines grew stronger, and took the offensive against the Muslims. By 1071, the Normans from France drove the Byzantines from Italy, and the Seljuk Turks defeated them in Asia Minor and subjugated the peninsula, the heart of the Byzantine Empire. Internal dissensions led to the breakup of the Seljuk Empire though. The Byzantines appealed to Latin Christians for help to exploit Seljuk weakness. The Latin Christians had little love for the Byzantines, but wanted to free Christian holy places from Muslims-and the Crusades began. In 1204, greedy Latin Christian knights and Venetian merchants decided to take Constantinople. They sacked and looted it, destroying and vandalizing buildings and books. The Latin Christians seized islands along Constantinople’s major trade routes, set up kingdoms on Byzantine lands, and tried to force Latin forms of Christianity upon them. Not until 1261 were the westerners driven from Constantinople. The Byzantine Empire gained its independence, but its power was weakened. Crushing taxes, decreasing agricultural production, declining trade, and civil war continued to sap the tottering empire. The deathblow was dealt by the Ottoman Turks, who had accepted Islam and had begun to build an empire. By the beginning of the 15th century, the Byzantine Empire consisted of only two small territories in Greece and Constantinople. In 1453, the Turks broke through Constantinople’s walls and looted it. After more than ten centuries, the Byzantine Empire had come to an end. It did do many useful things though. Byzantium prevented the Arabs from advancing into eastern Europe. A far reaching accomplishment was the codification of the laws of ancient Rome under Justinian. They also preserved the philosophy, science, mathematics, and literature of ancient Greece. Byzantium exerted an important religious, cultural, and linguistic influence of Latin Romanians and Slavs. The Slavs acquired legal principals, art forms, and an alphabet from them too. 


