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The War of the Roses (15th) pitted two noble families against each other, and the Tudors won. Henry VII became king, and spent his reign consolidating and extending his authority. He revitalized the government, and checked the unruly nobility. He brought commoners into the government who could be channeled into royal service because they wanted what the king offered: money and social status. They were brought into the Privy Council, his inner circle, courts, and all offices of government. The strength of the government was shown when Henry VIII broke with the Catholic church. The Reformation defeated the papacy and enhanced the power of Parliament. Henry used Parliament for the Reformation because he needed the support of others. Parliament’s participation gave it a sense of importance. However, monarchical power was enhanced. Until the early 17th century, the history of monarchical power in England was similar to the Continental pattern. When Henry died, his son, Edward VI (16th) took over with extreme Protestantism. When he died, Mary Queen of Scots (16th) took over and persecuted Protestants, she was a devout Catholic. When she died, Elizabeth I became queen in 1558 and ruled until 1603. The Elizabethan period is characterized by a sense of national identity. The Reformation and the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 enhanced national identity. The Elizabethan period was a time when a new commercial class was formed, which in the 17th century, would demand a greater say in government operations. From 1580-1640, a coal-mining industry developed in Durham. The wool trade also prospered. By 1600, tensions had developed. The merchants who wanted more say in governing Durham were opposed by the bishops and aristocratic families. This can be characterized as a split between court and country. Court refers to the church, aristocracy, and monarchy. Country refers to merchants and entrepreneurs from the gentry class. The gentry gained social status and wealth. In the 17th century, these tensions would help foment revolution. England’s isolation from the wars of the Reformation produced a less military and more commercial aristocracy. Furthermore, the gentry had prospered. They had an effective means of expressing their political interests. The nobles abandoned war without putting anything in its place. Political initiative was slipping from the lords to the gentry. Many of the old aristocracy clung to the Anglicanism of the Henrican Reformation, and some clung to Catholicism. The gentry found in Protestantism a form of worship that suited them better. They felt it was their right to appoint preachers, and the church should reflect local tradition rather than doctrines and ceremonies. In late Tudor times, gentry and merchant interests fused with Puritanism to produce a political-religious vision with ominous potential. The forces threatening the monarchy were dealt with badly by the first two Stuart kings: James I and Charles I (17th). They believed in royal absolutism. They tried to do in England was Louis XIV was to do in France: make a huge bureaucracy. What they lacked was an adequate social and institutional base, and an army. They did not possess the vast wealth of the French kings. Through the churches, they preached the divine right of kings. James I made moves toward creating an absolute monarchy: he centralized the government and tried to win over the aristocracy. This was expensive, and he didn’t have the money. Charles I took the same approach. After he suspended Parliament in 1629, he attempted to rule through his advisers. He had two goals: 1. Get rid of the Puritans and 2. Root out the country opposition. He also tried to collect taxes without Parliament’s consent. The English Revolution began in 1640 because Charles needed money to defend against a Scottish invasion. The Scots had rebelled against Charles’ religious policies. Charles had to call Parliament. Parliament countered his requests with demands for rights: consultation in matters of taxation, trial by jury, habeas corpus, and a Protestant church. Charles refused, and a civil war began in 1642. It was directed by Parliament, and fought by the New Model Army led by Oliver Cromwell, a Puritan who realized his potential for leadership. After the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, the war began against in 1679-81. It was finally resolved in 1688-89. The new Model Army was financed by Parliament’s rich supporters and led by gentlemen farmers. Its ranks were filled with zealots. This army defeated everyone. In January 1649, Charles I was publicly executed by order of Parliament. During the interregnum of 11 years, Parliament joined with the army to govern the country as a republic. Cromwell had the support of the army and had been a member of Parliament for many years. However, he only gained control of the army after the zealots were removed. Cromwell was a moderate republican who believed in limited toleration for Protestants. In the 1650’s the revolution was jeopardized by the poor, who made up most of the army and demanded their grievances be repaid. Vast areas of the country were being administered inefficiently. The radicals had demands, and terrified devoted Puritans like Cromwell. By 1660, the country was without effective leadership. Parliament chose to restore the crown to the son of the king. Charles II (17th) never went for absolutism, though he tried to minimize Parliament’s role in the government. James II (17th) was an idiot Catholic and admired absolutism. Having Catholic advisers, he attempted to bend Parliament to his will. Parliament learned that civil war would produce social discontent among the masses. In early 1688, some formed a conspiracy against him. Their purpose was to invite James’ son-in-law, William of Orange, head of the Netherlands,  to invade England and to rescue its government. This succeeded for three reasons: 1. James lost the loyalty of key men in the army, 2. William needed English support against the threat of a French invasion, and 3. The political elite was united in its intentions. Defeated, James II fled to France, and William and Mary were declared king and queen by Parliament. The bloodless revolution (Glorious Revolution) created new political reality. Parliament gained its demands, which were legitimated in a Constitutionally binding document, the Bill of Rights (1689). Protestants were tolerated. The Revolution Settlement of 1688-89 resolved the tensions. Throughout the 18th century, England was ruled by kings and Parliaments that represented the interests of an oligarchy. Absolutism never would have worked in England because there were too many gentlemen who had enough land to be independent of the crown. 


