Michael J. Kraft


1/5/98	


Dr. Shapiro


History 320-30





WC: 125-127





One of the chief consequences of expansion was increased contact with Greek culture. During the 3rd century BC, Greek civilization started to have an increasing influence on Romans. As they conquered the Mediterranean, Roman generals began to ship libraries and works of art from Greek cities to Rome. Romans sculpture and painting imitated those of Greece. In time, Romans acquired from Greece knowledge of scientific thought, philosophy, medicine, and geography. Roman writers used Greek history, poetry, and oratory as models. Adopting the humanist outlook of the Greeks, the Romans came to value human intelligence and eloquent and graceful prose and poetry. By the late Republic, educated Romans could speak and read Greek. Thus, Rome creatively assimilated Greek culture into its own, thereby extending the orbit of Hellenism. Plautus, Rome’s greatest playwright adopted features of 4th and 3rd century Greek comedy. Another playwright, Terence, was originally brought to Rome from North Africa as a slave. He was influenced by Menander, the 4th century Athenian comic playwright. Lucretius, the leading Roman Epicurean philosopher, was influenced by the civil war fostered by two generals. He believed that religion prompted people to perform evil deeds and caused them to experience terrible anxiety about death and eternal punishment. To dispel the fear of punishment after death, Lucretius marshaled arguments to prove that the soul perishes with the body. He proposed that the simple life, devoid of political involvement and excessive passion, was the highest good and the path that would lead from emotion turmoil to peace of mind. Epicurus’ views ran counter to the accepted Roman ideal of virtue. Rome’s finest orator, as well as a leading statesman, Cicero was an unsurpassed Latin stylist and a student of Greek philosophy. Cicero sought to prevent one-man rule and in his writings exhorted fellow Romans to serve their city. Cicero was drawn to Stoicism, the most influential philosophy in Rome. Cicero admired the Stoic goal of the self-sufficient sage who sought to accord his life with standards of virtue inherent in nature. Thus knowledge and virtue are closely linked. Cicero adopted the Stoic belief that the law of the state should conform with the rational and moral norms embodied in natural law, for adherence to such rationally formulated law creates a moral bond among citizens. 


