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	The cosmologists had created the tools of reason. Greek thinkers then turned away from the world of nature and attempted a rational investigation of people and society. The Sophists were professional teachers who wandered from city to city teaching rhetoric, grammar, poetry, gymnastics, mathematics, and music. The Sophists insisted that individuals improve themselves and their cities by applying reason to the tasks of citizenship and statesmanship. The Sophists were sought has tutors in Athens, after the Persian Wars. Traditionally, the Greeks had drawn a sharp distinction between Greeks, the bearers of an enlightened civilization, and uncivilized and immoderate non-Greeks, whom they called barbarians, and held that some people were slaves by nature. Some Sophists arrived at the conclusion that slavery was based on force or chance. The Sophists were philosophical relativists. The Sophists attacked the traditional religious and moral values of Athenian society. The Sophists also applied reason to law, which undermined the traditional authority, as it did with religion. Radical Sophists argued that law was merely something made by the most powerful citizens for their own benefit. The Sophists urged that individuals should maximize pleasure and trample underfoot the traditions that restricted them from fully expressing their desires. In subjecting traditions to the critique of reason, the radical Sophists triggered an intellectual and spiritual crisis. 


