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The impact of the Enlightenment in Eastern Europe varied. In Hungary, independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1718 left a country that was eager for reform. In the 1720s, the population doubled, and agriculture and schooling was improved. Hungarian Protestants spread the new philosophies. By 1790, the Enlightenment and French Revolution inspired a movement for Hungarian nationalism against the Austrian Hapsburgs. In 1795, its leaders were killed, but the ideas survived into the 19th and 20th centuries. In Poland and Lithuania, Catholicism was still controlling everything. The Enlightenment was an underground movement. After the expulsion of the Jesuits in 1773, those who advocated the Enlightenment allied with the monarchy against the clergy and aristocracy. No central authority emerged in Poland, and it was partitioned 3 times. In 1771, a Pole appealed to Rousseau to help draft a constitution for Poland. The document gave power to the elite. The model came to nothing, and the Poles still struggle to achieve a state. The failure of the Enlightenment there had consequences. In the 1990s, those countries seem to show the greatest cohesiveness in the struggle to create a unified state. 





England’s victory over France in the Seven Years’ War set in motion a train of events that culminated in the American Revolution. The war drained the British treasury, and they needed to pay for troops to guard the territories they won. So they taxed the colonists, because they reasoned that Britain protected them during the war. There was the Stamp Act and the Quartering act (providing housing for British troops). In March 1770, a crisis ensued after a squad of British soldiers fired into a crowd of Bostonians who provoked them. In 1773, Parliament granted the East India Company exclusive rights to sell tea in America. When the Boston Tea Party occurred, Parliament responded with several measures, including suppressing self-government in Mass, and closing the port of Boston. The quarrel turned into bloodshed in April and June 1775. On 7/4/1776, delegates from the colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence, written by Jefferson. Applying Locke’s theory of natural rights, it declared that the government’s power comes from the consent of the governed, who can “alter or abolish” a government that deprives them of their rights. Why were the colonists ready to revolt? They had brought with them the Enlightenment, and understood English liberties. They made their own representative institutions, and wanted the rights that the English had. In their institutions, they gained political experience, and learned self-government. They expressed confidence in reason, valued freedom, and championed the principle of natural rights. Another source of hostility toward authority was religion, particularly Puritanism, which taught that religion was above the law. They acquired two habits that were crucial to the development of political liberty: dissent and resistance. When put into politics, these tendencies led Americans to resist authority that they considered unjust. Victory came in 1783 as a result of many things: Washington proved to be a superior leader. France helped the Americans and entered battle in 1778 as a result of seeking to avenge their loss in the Seven Years’ War. Britain had difficulty shipping supplies, and was fighting in many places at the same time, and lacked commitment. During the Revolution, former colonists drew up constitutions based on the principle of popular sovereignty and individual liberty. They also managed to form a nation. The Constitution created a republic in which power came from the people. Checks and balances safeguarded against the abuse of power, and the Bill of Rights provided individual freedom. Equality was not extended to everyone, such as the slaves. 





Enlightenment thought was the culmination of a trend begun in the Renaissance, who attacked the medieval way, and gave value to the individual and to life. It was an outgrowth of the Scientific Revolution, which provided a new method of inquiry and demonstrated the power of the mind. If nature was autonomous, then so was the mind. Through its powers, it could uncover the principles that operate in the social world, as well as in nature. The philosophes sought to analyze everything without reference to Christianity. They broke with the medieval view. They upheld the potential of the individual. In addition, the philosophies of the philosophes were based on a new concept of the relationship between the state and the individual.: states should not exist to accumulate power, but to enhance human happiness. From that perspective, monarchy and oligarchy began to seem less useful. The French leaders of the late Enlightenment believed in human progress. The philosophes wanted a freer, more humane and rational society, but they feared the potential for revolution. As an alternative, they offered science. Reform without revolution was a doctrine for the elite of the salons. The French Revolution can be said to have repudiated the moderation of the philosophes. The Enlightenment established a vision of humanity so independent from Christianity that no established institution could withstand its critique. 


