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The revolution didn’t bring a massive restructuring of American society in the short term. Nevertheless, republicans insisted that equality was essential for the government. Even though there was still slavery, limited suffrage, and limited women’s rights, they articulated a set of assumptions about people’s rights and liberties that challenged future generations to make good on the promise of the revolution. In 5/76, the Second Continental Congress urged the states to adopt constitutions. Several early constitutions were experimental, and some were rewritten. These constitutions provided the framers of the federal Constitution of ’87 with insights about the government based on the will of the people. Americans demanded that their state constitutions explicitly define the rights of the people as well as the power of their rulers. State constitutions said that people possessed certain rights over which government had no control. Some state constitutions contained specific Declaration of Rights. They protected citizens from unlawful searches and seizures. In almost every state, the governor’s power was reduced. When the Second Continental Congress met in ’75, they appointed a committee to draw up a plan for confederation. John Dickinson headed it. His report on 7/12/76 shocked delegates who wanted a loose confederation of states. He wanted a strong central government, equal representation in Congress, and taxes based on population. Not surprisingly, the Articles of Confederation approved in 11/77 bore little resemblance to Dickinson’s original plan. The Articles guarded the sovereignty of the states. The delegates who drafted this believed that power was dangerous, and that there should be many constraints on federal authority. Each state had a single vote in Congress. The Articles denied Congress the power of taxation, which wasn’t too handy in wartime. It could obtain funds by asking the states for contributions, but asking only. Amendments had to be ratified by all states. The major issue in the Articles was the land west of the Appalachians. Some states claimed land from the Atlantic to the Pacific. MD people said that if Congress did not void Virginia’s claims to the Northwest Territory, then MD people would leave MD and move to VA. The truth was private land companies had sprung up, and lobbied to Congress. By distributing their wealth, they gained powerful supporters. In 1781, VA agreed to cede its holdings north of the Ohio R. on the condition that Congress nullify the land companies’ earlier purchases from the Indians. A practical consideration had weakened VA’s resolve. How could they govern from a distance so far away? MDs grumbled, but when a British army appeared, they accepted the Articles (3/1/81). Congress required another three years to work out VA. No one greeted the Articles with much enthusiasm. The new government developed an administrative bureaucracy, and in 1781, it created the Departments of War, Foreign Affairs, and Finance. 


