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The Whigs came from National Republicans and ex-Federalists, led by Clay and Webster. The Whigs picked up support from southern proponents of states’ rights, who were upset with Jackson. The Whig label meant opposition to royal power. The Whigs absorbed the Anti-Masons, who exploited traditional fears of secret societies and conspiracies. Anti-Masons detested Jackson because he stood for a tolerance of diverse life-styles. They had puritanical roots. As the election of 1836 approached, the government’s fiscal policies provoked a rebellion among the urban, working-class elements of the Democrats. In NYC, a faction broke over issues involving banking and currency. They didn’t like Jackson’s transfer of federal deposits to the state banks because it was inflationary. They established the Equal Rights Party. Jackson surrendered to congressional pressure and signed legislation allocating surplus federal revenues to the deposit banks, increasing their numbers and weakening federal controls. The result was inflation. Jackson stopped it on 7/11/36 by requiring that after 8/15 only gold and silver would be accepted in payment for public lands. For the election, the Whigs nominated 3 people, hoping to deprive Van Buren of enough votes to throw the election into the HR where the Whigs could win. Van Buren won. The South was divided in votes because some of them didn’t like Jackson, and some saw Van Buren as a Yankee. Whigs and Democrats both wanted slavery. As soon as Van Buren took office, the price of cotton fell by half, banks suspended specie payments, there was bankruptcy, unemployment, and federal surplus became a deficit. There was little Van Buren could do. He liked limited government and strict construction. His solution was to establish a public depository for government funds with no connections to commercial banking. This aroused opposition from the Whigs, who liked the national bank. The subtreasury bill was finally passed in 1840. In the time that passed, the economy perked up a bit, then sank deeper down. William Henry Harrison, a Whig, won the next election, mostly because the economics had hurt Van Buren so much. Harrison had won the battle of Tippecanoe, and was an American hero. The Whigs also gained control of Congress. The rivalry of Democrats and Whigs is known as the second party system. Whigs stood for a positive liberal state, which meant that government had the right to subsidize or protect enterprises that could contribute to general prosperity and economic growth. Democrats advocated a negative liberal state, which meant that government should stay out of business. Industrialists, merchants, and big farmers supported the Whigs. Democrats appealed to small farmers, workers, and emerging entrepreneurs. This division pitted rich Americans against poor ones. This didn’t always follow suit though. Economic interest, religion, and life-styles also affected party loyalties. Protestants were Whigs, other Christians were generally Democrats. The Whigs welcomed a market economy but wished to restrain the individualism and disorder it created by enforcing Puritan values. Whigs stood for a loose construction, positive federal guidance, and support for business and economic development. The Democrats were generally opposed to this. The Democrats were pro-individualism and pro-personal liberty. They believed the individual should work for the individual. The Whigs were pro-community. They believed the well-off should guide the masses. Alexis de Tocqueville visited the U.S. in ’31 and ’32. He observed American democracy, and wrote Democracy in America. For him, its essence was local self-government. He was aware of its limitations and its dangers. He believed that the nullification crisis would lead to civil war. He also noted the power of white supremacy, which is tyranny of the majority. He also noted that democracy would soon extend beyond the white males, and this would cause conflict. 


