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The Civil War was a total war. The North had more resources and more men than the South. The South had to fight a defensive war, which was easier than the North’s task. The South defined its cause as defending their homeland against an invader. Confederate optimism was high on the eve of the war. Southerners anticipated that their armies would be better led, and that Britain and France would ally with them because of cotton. President Davis chose to fight a defensive war in the hope that he could make the Union pay so dearly that the northern populace would tire of the war. But this didn’t exclude invading the North for effect when opportunities presented themselves. The South put into effect an offensive defense. Northern planners had more difficulty. Some believed that by sacking Richmond, the North could win the war. This wasn’t too easy, and the Confederate army blocked the way. General Winfield Scott recommended an Anaconda policy, to squeeze the South by seizing the MS, blockading the southern coasts, and cutting off supplies. Lincoln decided to keep pressure on VA but at the same time moved down the MS Valley with the aim of isolating TX, AK, and LO. His plan was a good one, but it required better leadership. At first, both sides had more volunteers than could be armed. Many early recruits showed a reluctance to reenlist. To resolve this problem, the Confederacy passed a conscription law in 4/62, and the Union edged toward a draft in July when Congress gave Lincoln the power to assign manpower quotas to each state and resort to conscription if they were not met. To produce the materials of war, both governments relied on private industry. This resulted in corruption and inefficiency at first, but worked out in the end. The southern economy was much less adaptable to the needs of a total war because it didn’t have a large industrial base. As the Union blockade became more effective, the South had to rely on a government-sponsored crash program to produce war materials. In addition to promoting private initiative, the South built its own plants. The Confederate Ordnance Bureau succeeded in procuring sufficient armaments to keep southern armies well supplied throughout the war. Southern agriculture failed to meet the challenge because planters didn’t want to shift to foodstuffs that were needed. The South also had an inadequate transport system. When the North invaded the South, they created gaps in that system, and soldiers were undernourished. By 1863, civilians were rioting to protest food shortages. To supply the troops, the South resorted to the impressment of available produce at below the market price, a policy that was resisted and eventually abandoned. Another challenge was money. Neither side was willing to resort to heavy taxation. Both treasuries deliberately inflated the currency by printing large quantities of paper money. The problem was much less severe in the North because it had a strong economy. The South was hampered by a shortage of wealth that could be tapped for public purposes. Total war also forced political adjustments. Lincoln was bold in assuming new executive powers. He expanded the army and advanced money to private individuals without authorization by Congress. On 4/27/61, he declared martial law between Phil. and D.C. because of mob attacks on Union troops passing through Baltimore. This enabled the government to arrest Confederate sympathizers without trial., and in 9/62, Lincoln extended this authority to all parts of the Union where disloyal elements were active. Lincoln argued that necessity justified a flexible interpretation of his war powers. Still, his administration was tolerant. Although it closed down some anti-administration newspapers for brief periods, most were allowed to criticize the President. Some politicians were arrested for pro-confederate activity, but many Democrats sat in Congress and had the opportunity to present their views to the public. Lincoln’s hand was strengthened because of the two-party system because his war policies were the policies of his party, and he could rely on partisan backing for most of his decisions. Jefferson Davis was not that effective. He defined his powers as President narrowly, and left policymaking to the Confederate Congress. He overestimated his capacity as a strategist, and played favorites. Davis’ greatest failing was his lack of leadership with the problems of the home front. He devoted little attention to a deteriorating economic situation that sapped Confederate morale. He refrained from declaring martial law, even though the South had much more of a problem of disloyalty than the North. As the war dragged on, Davis’ support eroded. The first campaign was a minor triumph for the Union, as forces under General George McClellan drove Confederate troops out of the Kanawha Valley of western VA during 5 and 6/61. This victory ensured that this region of Unionist sentiment remained under northern control, and out of it came the loyal state of WV in ’63. General Winfield Scott responded to the on to Richmond idea, and ordered General Irvin McDowell to advance against the Confederates at Manassas Junction, VA. They attacked the enemy near Bull Run Creek on 7/21, and seemed to be winning until reinforcements arrived from the Shenandoah Valley. Confederate General Thomas J. Jackson (Stonewall) held his line, then counterattacked and routed the Union troops, who broke ranks and fled. This led to McClellan becoming general in chief of the army. McClellan spent the fall and winter drilling his troops. Lincoln grew impatient and asked for action. Before McClellan moved, the Union won some important victories. In 2/62, General Ulysses S. Grant captured Fort Henry on the TN River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland. 14k prisoners were taken at Donelson, and the South was forced to withdraw from KY and middle TN. Confederate forces massed at Corinth, MS, near TN. When a Union army arrived just north of MS, the South launched a surprise attack on 4/6/62. In the bloody battle of Shiloh, the North only won by reinforcements arriving at the right time. The Union navy soon contributed to the pursuit of taking control of the MS Valley. On 4/26 a fleet under Flag Officer David Farragut captured NO. The occupation of NO was the climax of a series of naval operations that enabled the North to blockade the Southern coast. The last serious challenge ended on 3/9/62, when the Confederate ironclad VA was defeated by the Union ironclad Monitor. Still, McClellan didn’t move, and only did after Lincoln relieved him of supreme command and ordered him to take the offensive at the head of the Army of the Potomac. He landed on the peninsula southeast of the Confederate capital, and began moving north in 4/62. He got bogged down at Yorktown for a while, but then pushed to 20 miles from Richmond, where he was awating reinforcements. They never showed up because a southern force under Stonewall Jackson defeated a much larger Union army in the Shenandoah, and Lincoln decided to withhold troops so that they would be able to defend D.C. If McClellan had been more decisive, he could’ve taken Richmond, but faulty intelligence reports and his own caution led him to falter. At the end of May, the Confederates under Joseph E. Johnston took the offensive when they saw that McClellan’s army was divided on either side of a river. In the battle of Seven Pines, McClellan barely survived until a corps crossed over in time to save the day. During the battle, Johnson was wounded, and succeeded by Robert E. Lee. Toward the end of June, Lee tried to get rid of McClellan. The two armies fought a series of indecisive battles until McClellan decided to retreat to a more secure base. This led Lincoln to believe that the peninsula campaign was futile. On 7/11, Lincoln appointed Henry W. Halleck to be the new general in chief, and ordered McClellan to join a force under General John Pope that was preparing to attack Richmond by land. McClellan was slow, and the Confederates got to Pope before he did. In the second battle near Bull Run, Lee sent Stonewall to Pope’s rear, provoked Pope into attacking him, and then let loose on Pope’s flank. Pope retreated, and McClellan was general in chief again. Lee proceeded to lead his troops on an invasion of MD to isolate DC. McClellan caught up with him at Antietam, and the bloodiest battle of the war ensued. At the end 9/17, 5k were dead and 18k were wounded. The result was a draw, but Lee had to fall back to protect his supply lines. McClellan was slow in pursuit, and Lee escaped. Convinced that McClellan was too slow, Lincoln put Ambrose E. Burnside in command of the Army of the Potomac. Burnside was aggressive, but dense, and got annihilated at on 12/13/62 at Fredericksburg when he tried a direct assault to capture an elevated and entrenched position. From ‘61-’62, the South tried to get foreign powers to recognize it. The commissioners sent to England and France got recognition of southern belligerency, which meant that the government could claim some international rights of a nation at war. The North protested, but by blockading the South, it undermined its position that it was a domestic insurrection. The advantage of belligerent status was that it allowed the South to purchase privateers in neutral ports. Confederate raiders devastated northern shipping so much that insurance costs forced most of the merchant marine off the high seas for the war. In the fall of ’61, the Confederacy dispatched Mason and Slidell to be its permanent envoys to England and France. They took passage on the British Trent, which was boarded in international waters by a U.S. warship. Mason and Slidell were taken into custody, which caused a crisis between the U.S. and England that almost led to war. Britain threatened that if the emissaries were not released, it would go to war. Lincoln and Seward made the decision to allow them to go. These envoys failed in their mission to obtain full recognition of the Confederacy. Napoleon the III of France favored the South because he wanted to set up a puppet government in Mexico and wanted the South to accept his regime, but he was unwilling to fight the U.S. unless the British would cosponsor his plan to offer European mediation of the Civil War and then recognize the Confederacy if the North refused to go along. British opinion was divided. The prime minister, Lord Palmerston, and the foreign secretary, Lord Russell, played a waiting game. They were sympathetic to the South, but didn’t want to risk war with the North, and the Union ambassadors to England could be relied to threaten war at any hint of British support of the Confederacy. In 9/62, the British cabinet debated. Russell wanted a pro-Confederate policy because he was convinced that the South was strong enough to be independent. But when work arrived that Lee hadn’t won at Antietam, Palmerston overruled Russell and decided to maintain a hands-off policy. The cotton famine hit in late ’62, causing massive unemployment in the British textile industry. But, public opinion didn’t cause the government to support the South. The British working class had little influence and owners of cotton mills were happy about the famine. By ’63, cotton from Egypt and India put the industry back on track. Other benficiaries were manufacturers who supplied both sides. The South broke off formal relations with England. At the beginning of the war, only abolitionists favored turning the struggle into a crusade against slavery. In the summer of ’61, Congress voted for a resolution affirming that the war was being fought to preserve the Union. But as it became clear how hard it was going to be, sentiment developed for striking a blow at slavery. In a move toward emancipation, Congress in 7/62 authorized the government to confiscate the slaves of masters who supported the Confederacy. Although Lincoln favored freedom for blacks, he was reluctant to commit his administration. In ’61 and ’62, he disallowed the orders of field commanders who sought to free slaves in areas occupied by their forces, thus angering antislavery Republicans known as Radicals. Lincoln’s caution came from a fear of alienating Unionist elements in the border slave states. Lincoln was also aware that most whites were racist, and he plead with the government for subsidies to support the voluntary colonization of freed blacks outside the U.S., and sought places that would accept them. The slaveholding states still loyal to the Union refused to endorse Lincoln’s gradual plan, and the failure of Union arms in ’62 increased the public clamor for striking at slavery. The Union realized that emancipation would win sympathy in Europe. Lincoln drafted the Emancipation Proclamation in July, but Seward advised him not to issue it until the North had won a victory and could not be accused of acting out of desperation. On 9/22/62, Lincoln issued it after McClellan stopped Lee at Antietam, and because most Republicans were committed to emancipation, and many were ready to repudiate his administration for inaction. The Proclamation gave the Confederacy 100 days to give up the war without losing their slave, which was of little chance, but Lincoln still gave them the chance. On 1/1/63, Lincoln went ahead and declared that all slaves shall be free. He justified it as an act of military necessity sanctioned by the war powers of the President, and let freed slaves fight in the Union army. The Proclamation committed the Union to the abolition of slavery as a war aim, and accelerated the breakdown of slavery as a labor system. After ’63, blacks who had escaped became legally free. 1/4th of the slave population gained freedom during the war, and deprived the South of an important party of its agricultural work force. The freed blacks made a vital contribution to the North’s victory. Those freed during the war were often conscripted to work on plantations, which abolitionists complained about, but those in power argued that the necessities of war required such temporary arrangements. Realizing that the proclamation was shaky, Lincoln sought to organize loyal state governments in southern areas under Union control on the condition that they abolish slavery. He also encouraged local campaigns to emancipate slaves in the border states and saw these programs triumph in MD and MO in ’64. Finally, Lincoln pressed for an amendment outlawing involuntary servitude. Lincoln won Congressional approval for the 13th amendment on 1/31/65 by a narrow margin in the House. By ’63, the Confederate economy was in shambles and its diplomacy had collapsed. Masters were losing control of slaves, and nonslaveholding whites were becoming disillusioned with the war that many saw as a rich man’s. As slaves fled, lower-class whites deserted the army. Appalachian mountaineers fought a small-scale guerilla war behind southern lines. The North still had its own morale problems. Emancipation was viewed by most Democrats as a betrayal of war aims. They were racist, and gained some power. The Enrollment Act of 3/63, which provided for outright conscription of white males, but permitted men of wealth to hire substitutes or pay a fee, provoked a violent response from the poor. Riots broke out, especially in NYC. The mob burned the draft offices, the homes of Republicans, and an orphanage for black children. They lynched blacks. To fight dissension, the government used its martial law authority to arrest the ringleaders. Private organizations issued a barrage of propaganda to undermine the northern war effort. Copperheads, who wanted peace at any price, were Jeffersonians who believed in limited federal power. The only way to overcome the disillusionment that fed the peace movement was to start winning battles. Before this could happen, the North suffered one more defeat. In 5/63, Union forces under General Joseph Hooker were routed at Chancellorsville, VA, by a Confederate army less than half its size. Lee sent Stonewall to make a surprise attack on the Union right. Stonewall was shot by his own troops, and died. In the West, Grant had been trying to capture Vicksburg. Finally, in 3/63, he crossed to the west bank north of the city, then moved his forces south of it, where he joined up with naval forces. Grant crossed the river, cutting himself off from his supply lines, and marched into MS. Living off the land and out of communication perplexed Lincoln, but his troops won a series of victories and advanced on Vicksburg from the east. Grant settled down for a siege on 5/22. The Confederacy wanted a major offensive into TN and KY to draw Grant away from Vicksburg. Instead, Davis approved Lee’s plan to invade the NE. Lee’s army crossed the Potomac in June and kept going until Gettysburg, PA. There Lee confronted a Union army that had taken up positions on Cemetary Ridge and Culp’s Hill. On 7/2, a series of Confederate attacks failed to dislodge General George Meade’s troops from the high ground. Lee chose to make a direct attack on the strongest part of the Union line. The resulting charge (Pickett’s) was disastrous. Lee withdrew to the Potomac to find that the river was flooding and could not be crossed. Meade didn’t pursue Lee, who escaped. Vicksburg fell to Grant on 7/4, when Lee began his withdrawal. This led Northerners to rejoice. Later in ’63, the North gained control of the middle South. The main Union target was Chattanooga. In Sept., troops under General William Rosecrans managed to maneuver the Confederates outside the city, only to be beaten and driven back into Chattanooga, where the Union army was besieged by the Confederates. After Grant arrived from Vicksburg, the encirclement was broken by daring assaults upon the Confederate positions on Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. The North was now poised for an invasion of GA. Grant’s victories earned him the promotion to general in chief. In 3/64, he ordered a multipronged offensive to finish the Confederacy. The offensive’s main movements were march on Richmond under Grant, and a thrust by the western armies, led by General William T. Sherman, to Atlanta and GA. In May and June, Grant and Lee fought a series of battles in northern VA that would follow a set pattern. Lee set up an entrenched position, Grant would attack it, suffering casualties, but also inflicting casualties that the shrinking Confederate army couldn’t afford. When a direct assault failed, Grant would try to flank Lee. In the battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor, the Union lost twice as many men (60k) as the Confederacy, without defeating Lee. Grant decided to change his tactics and moved south of Richmond. There he failed to take Petersburg which linked Richmond to the Confederacy, and settled for siege. The siege of Petersburg was a long affair which ended in stalemate, causing northern morale to plummet in ’64. Lincoln was facing reelection, and was facing opposition from Radicals, who disagreed with his lenient approach to the future restoration of seceded states to the Union. The Democrats seemed to be in a good position to capitalize on Republican divisions. They appealed to war weariness by calling for a ceasefire followed by negotiations. McClellan, their nominee, announced that he would pursue the war, but quicker than Lincoln would. But northern military successes changed the political outlook. Sherman’s invasion of GA went well, and he took Atlanta on 9/2. The news unified the Republicans behind Lincoln, and Lincoln destroyed McClellan in the electoral vote. The concluding military operations revealed the futility of southern resistance. Sherman marched through GA to the ocean, destroying everything of value. The Confederate army under the command of General John B. Hood moved north into TN, where it was defeated under General George Thomas at Nashville in Dec. Sherman captured Savannah on 12/22, and gave it to Lincoln as a Christmas present. He then turned north to join up with Grant at Petersburg. Grant finally ended the siege at Petersburg. When Lee’s starving army tried to break through the Union lines, Grant forced the Confederates to abandon Petersburg and Richmond on 4/2/65. He then pursued them westward for a 100 miles, and placed his forces in position to cut off their line of retreat to the south. Lee surrendered his army at Appomattox Courthouse on 4/9/65. The joy of the North turned to sorrow and anger when John Wilkes Booth assassinated Lincoln at Ford’s Theater in DC on 4/14. The assassination was the result of a vast conspiracy involving Confederate leaders. Four days after Lincoln’s death, the only remaining Confederate force laid down its arms. The Union was saved. The nation that emerged from four years of total war was completely different. The 618k men that had died would have otherwise contributed to the country. Many of the unmarried women sought professions beyond the ones that they had previously had. The nation had emancipated 4 million blacks, but it hadn’t resolved that they would be equal citizens. Workers in the North had suffered because prices had risen faster than wages. But Republican rhetoric stressing equality raised hopes that the crusade against slavery could be boradened into a movement to improve the lot of working people. What the war decided was that the government was supreme over the states and had a broad grant of constitutional authority to act on matters affecting the general welfare. The U.S. was on its way to becoming a true nation-state. Everyone agreed that the Constitution placed limits on what the national government could do. A broadened definition of federal powers had its greatest impact in the realm of economic policy. Republicans passed a rash of legislation designed to encourage the nation’s economic development. Republicans enacted a Whiggish program of active support for business and agriculture. In ’62, Congress passed a high tariff, approved a homestead act intended to encourage settlement of the West by providing free land to settlers, granted huge tracts of public land to railroad companies, and gave the states land for the establishment of agricultural college. Congress set up a national banking system that required member banks to keep adequate reserves and invest 1/3rd of their capital in government securities. The notes the banks issued became the country’s first standardized and reliable circulating currency. The most pervasive effect on northern society was to encourage an organizational revolution. Aided by government policies, businessmen took advantage of the new national market to build larger firms that could operate across state lines. Philanthropists also developed more effective national associations. Efforts to care for the wounded influenced the development of the hospital and the rise of a nursing profession. Emerson changed his outlook from the individual to the civilization during the war. The North won the war because it had shown a greater capacity than the South to organize and modernize. Its victory meant that the nation would now be ready to embrace the conception of progress that the North had affirmed in its war effort. The Civil War was thus a great transformation of American society from an individualistic society of small producers into the more highly organized and incorporated America of the late 19th century. 


