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Monroe’s major challenge was how to respond to the revolt of Spain’s Latin American colonies. Before 1822, the U.S. stuck to a policy of neutrality. Monroe feared that recognizing the revolutionary governments would antagonize Spain and impede the acquisition of Florida. But the HR, responding to speeches by Henry Clay, had sympathy for the revolutionaries. After the Florida treaty had been formally ratified in 1821, Monroe agreed to recognize the Latin American republics. Mexico and Colombia in 1822, Chile and Argentina in 1823, Brazil in 1824, and Peru in 1826. Recognizing them put the U.S. in trouble, because the Concert of Europe gave France the power to reestablish a Bourbon dynasty in Spain, and Russia was opposed to the republics’ independence, and had claims on the north Pacific coast of the U.S. Britain supported the U.S. because multiple republics made for good trade. In 1823, Britain tried to get France to agree not to take land in Latin America, but it didn’t work. Then Britain tried to involve the U.S. in stopping the Concert from intervening in Latin America. Monroe welcomed the British initiative because he believed the U.S. should have a role in world affairs. J.Q. Adams didn’t like it because he distrusted the British, and liked isolationism. Also, he was running for office, and he didn’t want to be labeled pro-British. Adams convinced Monroe. On 12/2/23, Monroe delivered what would come to be known as the Monroe Doctrine, which said the U.S. opposed colonization in the Americas or any effort by Europeans to reach outside their boundaries. The U.S. pledged not to involve itself in European wars. J.Q. Adams had the greatest qualifications to become President, and he did, but only after a contested election that led to the revival of partisan political conflict. The Monroe era of national good feeling was over.


