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During the 1830s, reform turned radical. The Temperance Society split over an abstinence pledge, whether pressure should be applied to producers as well as consumers of alcohol. A similar rift occurred in the American Peace Society, which split with the New England Non-Resistance Society to promote pacifism. The American Colonization Society didn’t like slavery, and wanted to send the blacks back to Africa to get rid of them. They established Liberia in 1821. William Lloyd Garrison launched a radical antislavery movement in 1831 when he began to publish the Liberator in Boston. Garrison denounced colonization as an excuse to get slaves. In 1833, he and other abolitionists founded the American Anti-Slavery Society. The abolitionist movement was an outgrowth of the Second Great Awakening. Theodore Dwight Weld instigated a series of abolitionist revivals at Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati. When the trustees attempted to suppress further discussion of immediate emancipation, Weld led a mass walkout. These people founded Oberlin College as a center for abolitionist activity. Garrison became very radical, and other abolitionists avoided him. He was also pro-women’s rights, which led to a withdrawal of a minority and the founding of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. Some abolitionists founded the Liberty party in 1840, to attempt to turn anti-slavery sentiment into political power. The crusade brought slavery to the forefront of consciousness, which was good. In 1836, southerners in Congress forced adoption of a gag rule, requiring that abolitionists petitions be tabled without being read, and the Post Office refused to carry antislavery literature into the slave states. The women’s rights issue also popped up. Mott and Stanton, who were excluded from an anti-slavery convention in London, had a convention at Seneca Falls, NY (1848). The Declaration of Sentiments issued by these feminists charged that man unjustly had more power. A radical movement in American was utopian socialism. Some communities were founded on these beliefs, but they failed. Along came Emerson who preached individualism and self reliance. Margaret Fuller, the leading female intellectual of the age published Woman in the 19th Century (1845) which made a strong claim for the spiritual and artistic equality of women. One group of transcendentalists led by Rev. George Ripley founded a commune at Brook Farm MA in 1841. It failed in 1849. Thoreau wrote Walden (1854). Dieting started, and clothes became less formal. Nathaniel Hawthorne was a skeptic, and wrote about the claims of Utopianism and transcendentalism. He said that you have to accept that the world is imperfect. 


