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J.Q. Adams barely won the election of 1824. Jackson won a plurality of the electoral votes, but lacked the necessary majority. The HR chose Adams, who chose Clay as his secretary of state. People believed that Clay had bartered votes (he ran also) for his office, and Adams assumed office under a cloud of suspicion. Adams had a difficult presidency because the country was recovering from a depression, and because he wanted a bigger central government. The new Congress of 1826 was clearly hostile to Adams. The South sided with Jackson no matter what, and they hated tariffs. The resulting tariff law tried to provide something for everybody. The substantial increase in duties that resulted angered southern free traders and became known as the “tariff of abominations.” By 1827, Jackson had committees almost everywhere. Influential leaders rallied behind Jackson. These leaders laid the foundations for the Democrats. The election of 1828 saw the birth of a new era of democracy. Jackson used new electioneering techniques, and slandered Adams. What gave Jacksonians the edge was their success in portraying their candidate as an authentic man of the people. Nature’s nobleman was pitted against the NE intellectual, and Jackson won by 150k, and by more than 2 to 1 in the electoral college. Jackson turned out to be one of the most forceful and domineering presidents. He had an indomitable will, an intolerance of opposition, and a lot of pride. It is unclear whether what he did was motivated by spite. His childhood affected his personality, his father died before he was born and his mother died when he was 14. Jackson’s presidency commenced with his endorsement of rotation of officeholders. He was the first president to defend this practice as a legitimate application of democratic doctrine. Midway through his first term, Jackson completely reorganized his cabinet. At the head of this was Jackson’s fight with his VP, Calhoun, over Peggy Eaton, the wife of Secretary of War John Eaton in 1829. The other wives of cabinet members refused to accept her socially because of gossip about her. Jackson championed her, and his cabinet resigned. Jackson’s first major policy question was the Indians. Jackson wanted to get rid of the Indians. The greatest obstacle to voluntary relocation was the Cherokee. They had a republican form of government, literacy, and an agrarian life close to that of the Southerners. The North said the Cherokees should stay (they were in the South), but the South said no. The state governments defied the Constitution and extended their power over the Indians, which Jackson endorsed. In 12/29, he advocated a more coercive removal policy. In 1830, his supporters introduced a bill to implement this policy. The South and the West barely passed it. In 1832, he condoned GA’s defiance of a SC decision (Worcester v. GA) that denied the right of a state to extend its jurisdiction over Indian lands. In 1838, the majority of the Cherokees were rounded up by federal troops and forced to march to OK. This is known as the Trail of Tears, where 4k out of 13k marchers died. The Cherokee removal exposed the prejudiced and greedy side of Jacksonian democracy. 


