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The peace with Britain in 1815 allowed Americans to shift their attentions to the continent. The British still claimed the Pacific Northwest, and Spain still possessed Florida and the West. Louisiana was admitted as a state in 1812. Elsewhere, the trans-Appalachian West was only sparsely settled, and Indians had a lot of land. The first goal was to obtain Florida. Between 1810 and 1812, the U.S. had annexed what came to be known as Alabama, claiming that it was part of the Louisiana Purchase. East Florida became a prime target for Monroe and his secretary of state J.Q. Adams. Adams had a design for expansion that required nullifying and reducing Spanish claims. In 1816, US troops crossed into East Florida in pursuit of Indians and the slaves they were hiding. In late 1817, Jackson went beyond his orders and occupied East Florida in April and May of 1818. He also tried and executed two British subjects. Monroe’s cabinet condemned these actions, and so did the HR, but no action was taken. In 11/18, Adams informed the Spanish that the U.S. had acted in self-defense, and the only way to avoid further conflict would be to cede East Florida. The Adams-Onis (Transcontinental) Treaty (2/22/19) relinquished Florida to the U.S., and the U.S. paid 5 mil. of the claims of American citizens against Spain. Adams also used the confrontation to make Spain give up its claim to the Pacific coast north of CA, opening a path for future American expansion. Adams induced Onis to agree to a dividing line between American and Spanish territory that ran north of Texas but extended to the Pacific. This gave the U.S. position to take the West. From the 1810s to the 1830s, merchants began to exploit the West for furs. These mountain men usually married Indians and assimilated their culture, but depleted the animals upon which the Indians depended. But the real attention of expansion was in the near West. When the British left the Northwest, whites poured in, and the Indians were defenseless. The last stand of the woodland Indians occurred in ‘31-’32, when a faction of Indians tried to reoccupy lands, but they were driven out. Whites viewed Indians as inferior to them. In the South, a series of treaties provided the removal of the Indians to the Miss. West. But the five civilized tribes-Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, and Chickasaws-had become settled. The government used threats, bribes, and lies to induce land cessions. If the cessions weren’t coming quickly enough, whites moved in and claimed state jurisdiction. So, the tribes moved to OK. The expulsion of the Indians took place from 1810-1880, roughly. Eight new states were added during this period. Much land passed through the hands of speculators before it got to farmers. After a panic in 1819 which ruined people who had bought on credit, the price was lowered to $1.25 an acre, but payment was required in cash. Since settlers couldn’t afford this, speculators controlled the lands. From 1799-1830, Congress passed some acts that granted squatters in specific areas the right to buy the land that they had already improved at the minimum price. In 1841, the right to farm on public lands with the assurance of a future preemption right was formally acknowledged by Congress. Settlers who arrived after speculators dealt with land barons, but they weren’t that bad because they needed quick cash, so they leased and loaned. The family farm became the characteristic unit of western agriculture. The pioneer family had to raise food to feed itself, and more to sell. Farmers drove livestock to markets, and distilled corn into whiskey. Most of the settlers were farmers from the East who moved because of rising prices and worse land. Most moved in families. NEs brought Puritan ideals to the West. The Southerners that moved brought independence to the West. Pioneers generally sought out familiar lands. Yet adjustments were required. Men cut down trees, built cabins, and farmed. Women made clothes and food. Most families found this hard to do, and usually multiple families shared the work. This also turned into festive social occasions. While some settlers settled, others were nomadic. The temptations of new land to the west induced settlers to move there. Americans who stayed in the East ignored the pioneers. James Fenimore Cooper created Natty Bumppo, a character who became the prototype for the Western hero. He was a hunter who was independent. The pioneers were somewhat solitary. 


