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The rush of settlers beyond the nation’s borders inspired politicians to call for annexation of those areas occupied by migrants. Some proclaimed that it was the “Manifest Destiny” of the U.S. to expand into all of NA. President John Tyler initiated the politics of Manifest Destiny. He became president when Harrison died in 1841. Tyler was a proslavery Virginian. He soon broke with the Whigs in Congress, who were for Clay’s American system. Tyler hoped to be elected in 1844, but needed to work for it. In 1843, he decided to focus on annexing Texas and thereby uniting the South. Tyler enlisted Calhoun’s help. The British had some designs on Texas, which urged annexation. Calhoun became secretary of state, and negotiated a treaty. When the treaty was brought before the Senate in 1844, Calhoun denounced the British for attempting to subvert the South and using Texas as a base for abolitionism. This whole pro-southern movement led the Whigs to believe that the whole scheme was a proslavery plot meant to advance one section of the Union, and the Senate rejected the treaty in 6/44. Martin Van Buren would have won the Democratic nomination easily, but the convention was late, and he didn’t want to annex Texas. Van Buren struck an agreement with Clay, who didn’t want to annex Texas either. The Democrats didn’t like his stance, and gave the nomination to James Polk of TN. Polk was an expansionist. Clay was antiexpansionist, but some of the southern Whigs were proexpansion, and he waffled on the issue, which cost him the support of some northern Whigs who defected to the Liberty party. Polk won the election. The expansionist mood  was summed up by John O’Sullivan, the editor of the U.S. Magazine and Democratic Review, who coined the phrase Manifest Destiny. He pointed to three ideas behind it. 1. God was on the Americans’ side. 2. Free development, which meant that democratic institutions and local self-government would follow the flag if areas claimed by autocratic foreign governments were annexed to the U.S. 3. Population growth required the outlet that territorial acquisitions would provide. In 1845 and 46, the U.S. came into conflict with Britain about the Oregon country. In 7/45, Polk authorized Secretary of State Buchanan to reply to the latest British request for terms by offering a boundary along the 49th parallel, but the British didn’t like this because it didn’t include all of Vancouver. Polk then refused a British request of 12/45. In 4/46, he got Congress to terminate the agreement for joint occupation of the Pacific Northwest. The British decided to take diplomatic action, but also deployed warships just in case. Their new proposal accepted the 49th parallel, but without Vancouver, and also provided for British navigation rights on the Columbia R. The Senate made the British rights on the Columbia temporary, and ratified the treaty on 6/15/46. Mexico had rejected Texas’ claim to a lot of unsettled territory. When the U.S. annexed Texas, it took up its claim, and Mexico prepared for war. Polk placed troops in LA on alert and dispatched an emissary to Mexico City who would not be received by the Mexicans. In 1/46, Polk ordered General Taylor to advance toward the Rio Grande. On 4/24, Mexicans encountered a small American force, killed 11 and captured the rest. When Congress declared war on 5/13/46, American agents in CA were stirring up dissension against Mexican rule. The Mexicans refused to make peace. Taylor quickly won a few battles, but refused to advance further. Polk then ordered General Scott to attack Vera Cruz to get to Mexico City. Taylor held his position, and won a final battle at Buena Vista in 2/47. Taylor was hailed as a national hero. The Kearny expedition captured Santa Fe, and proclaimed the annexation of NM by the U.S. By the beginning of 1847, Americans had taken control of CA. Scott took Vera Cruz in 3/47, and started for Mexico City. Scott met Santa Anna at Cerro Gordo on 4/17 and 4/18. A flanking maneuver enabled Scott to win the victory that opened up the road to Mexico City. After a temporary armistice, Scott ordered the assault that captured the city on 9/14. On 2/2/48, Trist (the negotiator) signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ceded NM and CA to the U.S. for 15 mil, established the Rio Grande as a border, and promised that the U.S. would assume the claims of American citizens against Mexico. The treaty provided that Mexican residents of the territories would become U.S. citizens. The Senate approved the treaty on 3/10/48. The U.S> gained CA, UT, NM, NV, AZ, and parts of CO and WY. Pressure for a southern route for a railroad led to the Gadsden Purchase, which the U.S. acquired the southernmost parts of AZ and NM. But why did the U.S. take all of Mexico? Merk says that it was a race issue, that the U.S. couldn’t take territories that weren’t mainly occupied by Anglo-Saxons. Many Northerners felt that the purpose of the war was to spread slavery and strengthen the South. 


