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In 1/54, Democratic Senator Stephen A. Douglas proposed a bill to organize the territory west of MO and IO, a region where slavery had been banned. To avoid objections from the South, Douglas sought to set up territorial government in KS and NK based on popular sovereignty. Douglas was an expansionist and also hoped that a railroad would be built from Chicago to the Pacific, and slavery could slow the building of the railroad. Douglas hoped to revive Manifest Destiny and gain Democratic nomination for president. The price of southern support was an amendment repealing the MO Compromise. The bill passed narrowly in the House but widely in the Senate. Douglas had split his party. The Democrats who broke ranks denounced the bill because it allowed slavery where it was previously prohibited. Southerners hadn’t pushed for the bill, but now supported it. Douglas’ bill killed sectional harmony. The Whig party completely split along sectional lines on the KS NK issue, and the Democratic party lost its national influence. Northern desertions and southern gains put the party under southern control. In the congressional elections of 1854, former Democrats, Whigs, and Free-Soilers swept Democrats out of office. At this point, the US was trying to acquire Cuba, and had a meeting with other international powers in Ostend, Belgium. The Ostend Manifesto became public, and Northerners became convinced that the administration was trying to extend slavery into the Caribbean. Cuba had to be abandoned. Catholic Germans and Irish led to tension between ethnic groups. The American Protestants saw them as alien, and there was rioting and propaganda against Catholicism. Political nativism emerged in the form of local “American” parties protesting immigrant influence. In NY, a secret order known as the Order of the Star-Spangled Banner was founded. They wanted to extend the period of naturalization to undercut immigrant voting strength. In 1854-55, the movement surfaced as the American party, and was very successful, but it suddenly collapsed over the issue of slavery. The Republican party was an outgrowth of the anti-NK coalition of 1854. A new name was required because former Democrats wouldn’t march under the Whig banner. When the Know-Nothing (American party) party split, most nativists went to the Republicans. The party had a flavor of evangelical Protestantism. By 1855, the party had won over most of the anti-NK coalition, including the speaker of the House. Underlying the party’s growth was its position that slavery was bad. They wanted a free West full of opportunity. If there was slavery, slaveholders would monopolize, and block development. When KS was organized in 1854, many MO citizens illegally voted in KS, and KS became a slave state. Settlers favoring freedom were a majority when they were stripped of their civil liberties. They took up arms and established a rival government which the Pierce administration refused to recognize. A small war broke out in which the anti-slavery capital at Lawrence was sacked, and then some proslavery settlers were murdered. Fighting continued until a truce was arranged by an effective territorial governor. The Republican press had a field day with KS. They campaigned under the slogans “Bleeding Kansas and Bleeding Sumner.” The Republican convention revealed sectional differences. They nominated John Fremont, who helped win CA during the Mexican war. The Democrats nominated Buchanan. The Democrats endorsed popular sovereignty. The American party nominated Fillmore. Buchanan beat Fillmore in the South and Fremont in the North. Still, the Republican party did well for a new party. In the South, the results of the election brought momentary relief. The continued success of a unified Democratic party under southern influence was widely viewed as the last hope for maintenance of sectional balance and southern rights. 


